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THE following ANtcpoTrts or HisTo=- 
RICAL SKETCHES of the chief perſons of the 


BeprorD FAMILY, may, perhaps, be fa- 
vourably recerved on account of the uluſtrious 
Houſe to whom they relate; and which, it is 


Suppoſed, few equal in point of antiquity—none 


- exceed in point of ves honour and patris 
otic wirtues. 


The manner of detailing theſe Anecdotes is 
indeed ſomewhat deſultory ; but they were not 
_ zntended to form a regular Narrative or Me= 
moir ;—and even to preſerve the conne#tion 


which does ſubjiſt, it was frequently neceſſary 
to allude to the hiſtorical as well as political 
tranſactions of the times, and to make elucidatory 
obſervations ; they nevertheleſs very well core 


tw: 
lik reſpond with their title, in the proper meaning of 
| [| the word, — being a relation of detached and pI 
terefting particulars not generally known, 


[i 2 | To thoſe who are minutely converſant in 
= Britiſh Biography, tt is perhaps not much of no= 
[| welty may here preſent rjelf'; but as the num- 
. ber of ſuch perſons is not very great, it is hoped 
= that the bulk of readers may find in the fol- 
Wl = towing ſheets ſome degree both of information 
and entertamment :—ney, ſomething to exer- 
| | = Cife their belt and nobleſt feelings in the truly 
| | heroic conduct of Lord WILLIAM RUSSELL ; 
| | n the milder, but not not leſs ſteady virtues of 
8 | the admirable Lady RACHAEL ; or the ſen/i- 
[| 2 Gility and conjugal attachment of the unfortu= 

[| nate Marchioneſs of TAvISTOCK. 

=_ No indulgence has been grven to private po- 
=: — litical opinions, nor any obſervations admitted 
Kt  @obich did not ariſe from a review of the facts 
| 1 | that are related : though it ts acknowledged 
= that a bias and prepoſſeſſion m favour of gene-_ 
= ral and rational liberty do prevail, originating 


in a hearty diſapprohation of every ſpecies of 


bl bondage and oppreſſion. 
[| 
1 | 


(vii 


The extenſive Grants beflowed upon the 


| RUSSELL Family by HEeNnkies VII and VIII, 


have lately been made a ſubjeft of much ani- 
madverfion; the nature and amount of them 


will be here found pretty accurately ſtated ; 
and they certainly were not beſtowed on the 
principles of favouritiſm, but as a reward for 


real and important ſervices. The prerogative 


and power of the Crown were, at that period, 
_ very extenſive and undefined; and however ar-= 


bitrary, defpotic, or tyrannical we may deem 


_ the condu#t of the Princes above named, tbey 


certainly gave away nothing which could be 


_ conſidered as the property of their ſubjeF#s, 
and which had been appropriated to other, and 
pony better dat 
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ONE of the moſt important Revolutions 
in the annals of England, is the Conqueſt 
of it by the Norman W1LLIAM ; when its 
laws, manners, cuſtoms, language, and al- 
moſt the inhabitants became totally | chang- 
ed, That Wirtiam had no pretenſion 
to the iſland beyond that of conqueſt, is 
very generally admitted ; and could Eng- 
liſhmen ever acknowledge ſuch a right 
over themſelves, we might certainly look 
upon that Conqueror as one of the few 
Kings who have done honour to the 
Throne, In whatever age he had lived, 
he would have been a great man—in thoſe 
barbarous times in which he had his birth, 
B 


Juſtice, we muſt diveſt ourſelves of the 


| had to encounter and ſurmount in found- 
ing his new Empire, He was obliged to 
Have a right, either real or apparent; this. 


to blind the eyes of France with reſpect to 
England; and that Court he lulled to ſleep 
| by his pretended compliances :—he brought 


the neighbouring Princes into the promotion 


the Court of Rome, fo powerful in "days of 
ignorance, by promiſes of wealth and dona- 
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he was a prodigy :; Yet, _ he poſ - 


ſefſed thoſe endowments which excite ad- 


miration and ſurpriſe, and dazzle the eyes | 


of the multitude, he was entitled to the. 
eſteem of poſterity by talents more rare and 


valuable :—but in contemplating the cha- 


racer of this Monarch, in order to. do it 


prejudices of Engliſhmen, 
| Many and weighty were the obſtacles he 


he procured by his addreſs :—he was obliged 


the conſequences of his expedition againſt 


of his views, by his inſinuations ; and gained 


tions, that irreſiſtible temptation to Eccle- 
faſtick connivance. Not the leaft of his 
difficulties was to inſure the obedience of the 
Engliſh ; and this, as it would have been 


HOUSE OF BEDFORD, Ia: 


dangerous to truſt to their affe&ion, he was 
_ neceſſitated to dotby introducing deſpotiſim t— 
There is ſuch an innate repugnance to arbi-. . 
trary coercion in the breaſts of Engliſhmen, 
that no wonder fatire has drawn this Prince © 
in the moſt odious colours. Tt is, neverthe- 
leſs, true, that 'we are much indebted to 
W1LLIAM for our firſt emerging into na- 
tional importance, and beginning to make a 
conſiderable figure ih learning, power, com-. 
merce, and conqueſt. 
From the period of WiLtiam's obtaining 
| the Throne, till his viſit into Normandy, 
the wiſdom, or, at leaſt, the policy of his q 
Adminiſtration, was ſuch as to promiſe the 2 
 fafety and tranquillity of his conquered peo- 
ple : for now the ancient Britons, Danes, 
and Anglo-Saxons, lay confounded in the. 
ſame ſtate of flavery. Every Norman, it is 
true, looked upon- himſelf as the conqueror 
of England ; but this proud pretenfion was 
hitherto unaccompanied by haughtineſs ; and 
| the viRtorious troops treated the conquered 
people with a lenity which has not always | | 
been experienced in more cultivated Ages- a6 fl 
| 5 B g{-- | 
0 | ? 
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Having now ſufficiently provided for- the | 
ſecurity of his conqueſt, he haſtened to pals 
into Normandy, either from a motive of va- 


nity, unworthy his charater—or, as has 
- been ſuggeſted, to give the vanquiſhed an 


opportunity of meriting harſher treatment 


from their conquerors, This voyage was 


the ſource of much misfortune, | 
Indeed, when we conſider the temper of 


WILLIAM, and the charaQter of the Engliſh, 


we are leſs ſurpriſed that mutual confidence 


ſhould ceaſe, than that it ſhould ever have 
| been eſtabliſhed. WiLL1iam was diſtruſtful ; 


and his ſuſpicions ſuggeſted to him injurious 
and exceſlive precautions to guard againſt or 
prevent revolutions.—The Engliſh, always 


and juftly on their guard againſt the beſt of 


Kings, were not to depend much on the 


promiſes of an ambitious conqueror, who 
had ſo recently brought them under the 


yoke. The one was not only naturally ſe- 


vere, but was inſtigated to rigorous meaſures 
; by his Norman followers ; for it was much 


more for their advantage to ſee England ſub» 


duced by force, than gained by mildneſs. The 


others, not unfrequently, confounded inflexi- 
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bility and obſtinacy with firmneſs, pride with 
courage, and inſolence with liberty. 'The 
Norman Lords and gentry had contra&ted 
immenſe debts to defray the expences of the 
armament, which had ſubdued the ifland ; 
- and they propoſed to pay thoſe debts, and 
ſatisfy their avarice at the expence of the 
vanquiſhed, The Engliſh thought them- 
ſelves ſufficiently unfortunate to be brought 
into ſubjeion, without being compelled to 
laviſh their treaſure on a diſtant people, 
whom they hated. Wiriiam was greatly 

and naturally prepoſſeſſed in favour of the 
companions of his victory ; this prepoſſeſſion 
"made him overlook the diſorders they were 
ouilty of ;—but the minds of the Engliſh 
could not fail to be embittered againft ftran= 
gers, who, under the plea of ſuperior cou- 
rage or ſucceſs, had arrogated to themſelves 
| the paramount diſpoſition of life and pro- 
perty, And the nation now began to look 
on the moderation of the conquering King 
as a ſtudied artifice to ſeduce the multitude. 

Such was the ſtate of the country when 
WiLLIAM undertook his voyage to Nor- 
mandy ;—and while he and his followers 
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were indulging themſelves in joy and feſtiyi- 
ty, the long ſmothered flame broke out, and 


all the precautions he had taken to. ſecure 


the tranquillity of England, were at. once - 
fruſtrated, The infolence of the Normans 
could be reſtrained by no authority but that 
of their King.” Proud of victory fo eaftly. 
obtained ; covetous of plunder ; and looking 
with contempt on a nation that had ſo tame- 


ly reſigned its liberties, they became guilty 


of every exceſs. They plundered the houſes 


of the Engliſh, violated female chaſtity, and 
practiſed ſuch enormities, as favage cruelty 


alone could have invented. 


Revenge rouſed the ſpirit of the Engliſh, 


in whom the love of liberty was not yet en- 
tirely extinguiſhed : they perceived, they 


felt their dreadful. ſituation ; and deſpair 
urged them to retaliate, on the invaders of 


their country, all the miſeries they had ſuf. 
fered from the hand of wanton and mercileſs 


tyranny, They broke out into actual re- 


bellion, (if ſuch a juſt refiſtance be worthy 


of ſo odious a name) in various parts of the 


Kingdom : but at this critical moment, as. 


If the objectof W1ILLIAM'S hope, he haſtily 
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returned to England ; he ſuppreſſed the in-- 


ſarrection, and ſeverely puniſhed the muti- 


nous. 

The athwppy Engliſh now felt the clans 
of ſlavery which had been ſo long forging for 
them ; and the nobles began to feel the dif= 
ference between the government of a King, 
and the deſpotiſm of a tyrant. He aimed 
_ only at enſlaving and impoveriſhing the na- 
tion, Riches and power were crimes, the 
puniſhment of which was inevitable, The 
_ ancient families ſunk into contempt and po- 
_ verty ; their eſtates and wealth being con- 
 fiſcated, on accuſations as light and ill» 
founded as have produced a ſimilar effe& in 
a neighbouring nation. The Normans, who 
had affiſted WiLL1am in the ſubjugation of 
the country, were rewarded with the lands of 
thoſe whom they had enſlaved : and hence 
that multitnde of Norman families, whoſe 
deſcendants, or at leaſt their names, ſtill ſub- 
fiſt mm England. To confirm and cement 
his conqueſt, W1LLIAam eſtabliſhed the feu- 
dal government, as it exiſted in France and 
Normandy. He accordingly divided the 
kingdom into ſeven hundred Baronies, or 
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great fiefs, which he beſtowed on his parti- 
cular friends, and thoſe who had fignalized 


themſelves in his ſervice. * Theſe Baronies 
were ſubdivided into ſixty thouſand, two 


hundred, and fifteen Knights' fees. No 
Engliſhman had any ſhare of the former ; and 


| a few only, who had been fortunate enough 
to gain the favour of the Conqueror, were 


permitted to obtain any of the latter. 
Towards the concluſion of his reign, WirL- 

LIAM experienced ſome ceflation from the. 

toils of war :—the Engliſh were effeQtually 


ſubdued; and the greater part of the eſtates 


in the kingdom were in poſfſeflion of Nor- 
mans :—ſo that in the emphatical language 
of William of Malmeſbury, ** England was 
*« become an habitation and dominion of 


_ «« ſtran gers.' 


Among the Norman barons who attended 


the Conquerer in his expedition, was 


HUGH pz RUSSELL, 


or RossEL1, as the name is ſometimes ſpel- 2 


led, the anceſtor of the noble family of 
BEDFORD. 
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This nobleman. is faid to have taken his 


name from his eſtate or ſeat in Normandy, _ 
It is impoſſible, at this remote period, to 

align particular deeds of valour to any of - 
- Witliam's afliſtants ;' but we muſt ſuppoſe 


Hugh de Ruſſell to, have merited the Royal 
notice, as we ſoon. afterwards find the fa- 
mily in poſſeſſion of lands in Dorſetſhire, 


from which they aſſumed the deſignation of 


Rufjell of Barwick:, Whether Hucn was of 


the Majores, or greater Barons, is not ap= 


parent. 


The ſucceſſor of this firſt Hucn was ao 


of the ſame name, and is Taid to have hved to 
great age. 
 Hvcn the thind "pars ad ſon ſy” the 
cematiog. was probably the firſt who aſ- 
ſumed the deſignation of Barwick. 
 Opo, ſon of the laſt named Hugh, was 


living, and in poſſeflion of the eſtate and | 


honours of Barwick, in the reign of King 
_ John. 

Sir JoHN Ros8ELL, Knight, fon of Odo, 
married the fiſter of Lord Bardoffe, and ſet- 
tled on the manor of | Kingſton Ruſſell, in 
Dorſetſhire. 


C 
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James, ſon of Sir John, martied Ex x- 


 ANoR, daughter of Sir John Tilley, Knight 1 


and was appointed, by Henry III. Governor 


of Corffe Caſtle, in Dorſetſhire, in 1221. 


The Magiſtrates of this ancient borough had 


been ſtiled Barons before the Conquelt ; and 
_ the manorial rights of the Borough remained 


in the Crown from that period to the reign 


of Edward VI. 


Sir RaLyn, their ſon, tnartied © one of the 
daughters and coheirefſes of James de New- 
march, Baron of Newmarch, and Derham. 

Sir WiLLI1AM, their fon, held half -the 
Barony of Newmarch, in right of his mother ; 


_ and obtained a charter from Edward I. to 
hold a market once a week, and a fair once 


a year, at his manor of Kingſton Ruſſell, — 
In the firſt year of Edward II. (1307) he 


was returned to Parliament as one of the 


Knights for the county of Southampton. 

He married Janz, daughter of Robert Pe= 

verel, and had iſſue : 
TrroBALD, the common anceſtor of he 


Dukes of Bedford, and of the family of 
Gorges, of. Wraxhall, in the county of 


Hereford, 
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 THrEoBALD had two wives; firſt, Ele- 
anor, daughter and heireſs of Ralph de Gor- 
' ges, a Baron in Parliament, in the time of 
Edward III. ſecondly, Ace, daughter and 
heireſs of John de la Tour. The iflue of the 
firſt marriage were three ſons and a daugh- 
ter ; and of the ſecond one ſon, named Wil- 
ham. 

Sir TuroBALD, the third fon of tlie firſt 
marriage, took the name, arms, &c. of 
Gorges, and is the anceſtor of the Gorges, 
_ of Wraxhall, in Herefordſhire, already men- 
tioned; but the Dorſetſhire eſtate of King-_ 
Non-Ruſflell devolved upon the heirs of 

WILLiam, the only ſon of the ſecond _ 
marriage, from whom the Dukes of Bedford 
_ are deſcended. This William married a lady 
whoſe ſurname was Meſchamp, and had ifſue 
_ _HenRy, whoſe wife was ſurnamed God- 
frey, Their ifſue was | 

JonNn, who was ftiled of Kingſton-Ruſſell 
as in him that eſtate became the patrimoni- 
al inheritance of the youngeſt branch, after 
' the eldeſt became extintt, He married Elt- 
zabeth, daughter of John Heringham, and 

was inter of John Ruſlell and William, 
"0-4 
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Jonn, who was knighted, and is faid to 
have been ſpeaker of the Houſe of Come 
mons, in the ſecond and tenth of the reign 


of Henry VI. married Alice, daughter of 


Froxmore, and had iffue one 'fon and 
two daughters. + Alice, the eldeſt of the 


_ davghters, was married to —— 'Trenchard, 
_ and had ifſue Sir Thomas Trenchard; Chriſ- 
tian, the ſecond, to Walter Cheverell, Eſq, 


James, the ſon, was twice married. By 
his ſecond wife he had no iffue ; but by his 


firſt, Alice, daughter of Thomas Wyſe, 


gentleman, he had two ſons and two daugh- 
ters, | 
Fonn, the elder of theſe two ſons, was 


boin near Bridport, in Dorſetthire ; having 
entercd into the army when very young, 
_ under Henry VII. and viſited moſt of the 


_ Courts in Europe, he returned one of the 


moſt complete gentlemen and beſt ſcholars of 
his time, He had been no leſs diſtinguiſhed 
for his bravery, than his other accompliſh- 
ments ; and had loſt ene of his eyes at the 


ſiege of Montrevil, in France. A fingular 


circumſtance introduced him more particu- 


larly to the notice of the Monarch, and laid 
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the eſtabliſhment of thoſe honours and for= 
tune, which have fince attended his fa 
OS - | | 
His Majeſty had juſt concluded the "PAPA | 
nity of his ſecond ſon, Henry's, marriage 
with the Infanta Catherine of Spain, when 
the magnificence of theſe rhptials was eclipſed 
| by the accidental arrival of Philip, the Arch- 
Duke of Caſtile, with Joan, his conſort. 
| Theſe Royal Perſonages had embarked for 

Spain during the winter ſeaſon, accompanied 
by a numerous fleet, in order to take the ad- 
vantage of an invitation which the people of 

that country had offered, to place him upon 
the Spaniſh throne. Meeting, however, 
with a violent tempeſt i in their voyage, they 
were obliged to take ſhelter in Weymouth 
harbour, where they were honourably re- 
ceived by the above Sir Thomas Trenchard, 
who, probably, held ſome official fituation 
—at leaſt he was 2 man of conſiderable for- 
tune and authority : for, being at firſt alarm- 
ed at the appearance of ſo large a fleet, he 
| had aſſembled a body of forces, and, being 
| Joined by a few ſoldiers, under the command 
of Sir ]- Cary, they entered the town ; but 
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the ſituation of the Arch-Duke being ex- 
plained, Sir Thomas invited him and his re- 
| tinue to his own houſe, where Mr. Ruflell 
being introduced to the Arch-Duke, his 
Royal Highneſs became ſo attached to his 
company and con erſation, that he inſiſted 
upon his menos — tn him to Windſor, to 
_ which place he had received an invitation 
from Henry. 

On his arrival at Court, Mr. Ruffell was 
naturally introduced to the King, who, find- 
ing his accompliſhments, both natural and 
acquired, of too great value to be again re-. 
' turned into obſcurity, he retained him after 
- Philip's departure, and appointed him Gen» 
tleman of the Privy Chamber ; which place 
he held during the remainder of the King's 
life, —of whoſe favour he enjoyed a VETy CON 
fiderable ſhare. 

On the acceſſion of Henry VIII. Mr. 
Ruſſell was continued by that monarch in his 
office of gentleman of - the Privy Chamber : 
and when Henry headed his troops in perſon 
| at the reduction of Theroenne and Tournay, 


in the firſt year of his reign, Mr. Ruſſell was 
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the cloſe and ſteady _ of his Royal | 
_ Maſter, 


In the fourteenth year of that montred's 


- reign, Mr. Ruſſell was knighted by the Eart 


of Surrey, Admiral of the Engliſh fleet, as 
an_ immediate reward for the ſignal ſervices 
performed by him at the ſiege of Morlaix ; 


in conſideration of which, the King alſo, in 
the following year, appointed him Knight 


Marſhall. 
 Bya ſeries of banourible en he juſtly 


merited and obtained the entire confidence of 
the King, who employed him in ſeveral ne- 
| gociations of the utmoſt importance to his 


crown and dignity ;—particularly, with the 
Emperor Charles V. with Francis I. 'King 


of France; with the Pope; and the Duke 
of Lorrain, Mr. Ruſſell was alſo preſent at 
the memorable battle of Pavia, 1525, when 


Francis was taken priſoner by Charles, 


Duke of Bourbon, who had NY the Im-. 


peraliſts. 
In the nineteenth year of the ferns reign , 


he was appointed Sheriff of the counties of 


Dorſet and Somerſet ; and, during the ſuc- 
ceeding ten years, he was {till employed in 
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- various embaſſies to different courts of Eu« 
rope, in all of which he diſcharged his im- 


portant funions with the moſt maſterly ad= 
dreſs, and unimpeachable honour. He was 
finally admitted of the Privy Council, and 


appointed | Coraprelier of his Majeſty's 


Houſhold. | 
Influenced by chile. for his long and 


faithful ſervices, and as a teſtimony of eſteem 
' for his loyal attach ment, Henry, on the gth_ 
_ of March, 1539, advanced Mr, Ruſlell to 


the dignity of a Baron of the realm, by the 


 ftile and title of Lord RYyfel/, Baron Ruſlell, 
of Clieynes, in the county of Buckingham z 


and to enable him more properly to ſupport 
his new dignity, conferred on him the va- 
luable manor of Agmondeſham, in the ſame 
county. 

Accompliſhments of both the uſeful and 


ſplendid kind—an honourable profeſſion, and 


actual ſervice in the defence of his country— 
and the faithful diſcharge of many critical 
duties in a ſeries of eminent and illuſtrious 
employments, raiſed Mr. Ruflell from an 
ancient Gentleman's family to the honour of 
the Britiſh Peerage : ;—and not his being. a 
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6 minion_ of Henry VIII.” as a fplenetic 
writer has lately called him. 
In the year 1540, upon the diſſolution of 
the religious houſes, he obtained a grant to 
himſelf, and Anne, his wife, and to the heirs 
of their bodies lawfully begotten, of the 
whole ſcite and circuit of the abbey of our 
Lady, and St: Rumon of Taviſtock, in the 
county of Devon ; as alſo of the manors of 
 Hundewyke, Morwell, and Morwell-Ham, 
Mylton- Abbot, alias Mylton-Legh, Lamer- 
ton, Hole, Bren-Torr, Wyke-Dabernon, 
Peter Stavye, Ottrew, alias Otterye, Whit- 
church, and Newton, with the hundred of 
Hunde=-wyke (otherwiſe called the hundred 
of Taviſtock;) as alſo of the reQory and 
 vicarage of Taviſtock, Likewiſe of the 
' manor of Antony, in the county of Cornwall, 
and of the borough of Denbury, with the 
' manors of Denbury, Plymſtoke, Woring- 
ton, Cowyke, Enwyke, Burleigh, Olderige, 
Cave-Linch, Whymple, Woodmarſthon, 
Chriſtenſtowe, Borington, all in the county 
of Devon, and pertaining to the ſame diffoly- 
_ ed monaſtery of Taviſtock, Alſo of the ma- 
Eat D Rs: 
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nor of Hawkewell, in the county of Somer- 


ſet, with all the mines of tin and lead in 


Denbury, Plymſtoke, the advowſons. of the 
reftories appropriate, and not appropriate ; | 
and diverſe lands, parcel of the diflolved mo- 


naſtery of Donkeſwell, in the county of De-. 


von : likewiſe of the houſe of the Friers 


preachers in Exeter, with the. church, &Cc. 


paying thirty-ſix pounds per annum, to the 
court of augmentation, and two hundred and 
forty-eight pounds more, for all ſervices: 


and (oon after, of the manor. of Cory-Fitz- 


pain, with the moiety of the advowſon of the 


church of Charlton-Makerel, in the county 


of Somerſet, in fee: alſo of the manor of 
Abbots-Aſton, in the county of Bucks, be- 
longing to the difſolved abbey of St. Albans, 


1n the county of Hertford. 


In 1545, Henry paſſed over to France at 


| the head of 39,000 men to proſecute a war 


which had been declared between him and 


the French King; on which occaſion his 
Lordſhip was appointed Captain of the van- 


guard of the King's army, at the ſiege of 
Boulogne ; before which, Henry had often- 


ſtatiouſly ſet himſelf down, inſtead of march- 
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ing into the heart of the country. Boulogne, 
| indeed, capitulated ; . but the ſucceſſes of - 
Henry's army, under the command of the 
Earl of Surrey, were ſo unpropitious, that, 
joined to the defection of the Emperor, who 
made a ſeparate peace, he was induced to 
| liſten to terms-of reconciliation ; anl, proba- 
_ bly from a conſcious decay of his health, was 
 defirous of finiſhing a quarre] that might 
prove dangerous to his kingdom, during the 
minority of his ſon. 

Among the articles of pacification, it was 
- ſtipulated, that © Francis ſhould pay in eight 
years, the ſum of two millions of golden 
crowns, in conſideration of the eXPence 
Henry had been at in reducing Boulogne, to=- 
gether with its territories, until the whole 
debt ſhould be paid ;—and that when all the 
ſums ſhould be paid to Henry, Boulogne 
ſhould be reſtored to France in the fame con - 
dition as when taken by the Engliſh.” 

Henry, therefore, returned with his army 
| into England, where he found his ſubjects 
ready to offer him their accuſtomed adulg- - 
tion, and to praiſe him for an enterpriſe, in 


which, at an infinite charge, he had pade 
-D- 2 
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. an acquiſion that was of no manner of benefit. 
And thus terminated an enterpriſe which 
had coſt him above one million three hun- 
dred and forty-three thouſand pounds ſterl- 
ing—while all that he acquired in return 
was only a bal ſecurity for a debt which did 

not amount to one-third of the value. In 
reality it ſeemed to be a meaſure of neceflity ; 
and no degree of cenſure can poſſibly attach 
either to the Council who cubrnitted to the 
impetuous and head-ſtrong diQates of an ar- | 
 bitrary tyrant—or to the individual who ex- 
_ecuted the conditions, and who was the 
Lord Ruflell ; and whoſe memory has on 
this, as on ſome other occaſions, been at- 
tacked with equal maleyolence and inde- 

ow. is 

= | As the laſt inſtance of his mi and 

So friendſhip to a worthy ſervant and loyal ſub- 

| _ jet, Henry appointed Lord Ruffell one of 

| | the fixteen executors to his will, and one of 

| the Counſcllers to his ſon, Edward VI. then 
| a minor, Throughout the whole of that 
=: -:: Monarch's turbulent reign, Lord Ruſſell had 

-: conducted himſelf with ſuch conſummate 

| . prudence and diſcretion, that lie was, per- 
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haves the only great man who poſſeſſed the 
general eſteem of all parties: and though _ 
ſteady to the principles of the Reformation, 
yet 1o lenient in his meaſures, that, notwith-_ 
ſtanding his religion, he even continued to 
preſerve the reſpect and favour of Queen 
Maxy, during a reign of the moſt unſatia- | 
ble and bloody perſecution, 

In the firſt year of the reign &. Edward 
VI, Lord Ruſlell obtained a grant of the 
monaſtery of Wooburn Abbey, and large 
_ parcels of lands in the county of Bedford. 
This Abbey had been originally built by 
Hugh Bolebe-ck, a powerful Baron, in the 
reign of King Szephen, for monks of the 

C:/tertian order, who had come in great 
| ſwarms into the Kingdom in the twelfth 
century. 

The unbounded authority poſſeſſed by the 
Duke of Somerſet, in his capacity of Pro- 
tector, would have expoſed any man to dan- 
ger, and particularly one of ſo haughty a 
diſpoſition; but though his power was 
great, his underſtanding was Iimited, and 
tis ſentiments were illiberal. His ardent 
zcal in the cauſe of the Reformation, and 


, 7-- ANECDOTES OF Tut 
his endeavours to ſink the power and credit 
of the nobility, were the cauſe of exciting | 
a very powerful party againſt him ; and at 
the head of whom was the Earl of Warwick. 
He endeavoured, indeed, to court the af- 
fetions of the people, —but his intereſt 
among them was never extenſive. 
The popiſh party, which ſtill. formed a 


conſiderable ſhare of the illiterate commonalty, 
| were his inveterate enemies, and readily- 


| embraced every opportunity to condemn his 
| _ condutt; and we may readily believe that - 
| | even his beſt ations were miſrepreſented ; 
| and among others, perhaps indifferent, was 
4H : the parade he exhibited of his wealth, in exect- 
|| ing that magnificient palace in the Strand, 
| which till bears his name ; and in the build- 
ing of which, the parochial church, and 
three biſhops' houſes were dilapidated to fur- 
 niſh ground and materials. At length, by 
the intrigues and power of the opponent no- 


| . bles, he was committed to the Tower on a 
| variety of charges; the Lords Ruflell, and 
| | three others were appointed Governors of 


_ the King's perſon, and though Somerſet was 
= become too obnoxiovs to the landed intereſt 
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to be continued any longer at the head of 


affairs, yet his enemics could not prevail on 
the Council to find him guilty of any thing 
intentionally bad either againft the King. or 


Conſtitution of the Country. 


On his appointment to be one of the young 
Monarch's governors, on the 19th of Janu-. 
ary, 1550, Lord Rulilell, © for his ſingular 


ſervices as well in this reign as in the laſt,” 


was created EARL of BEDFORD. S 
The ill ſaccefs of a war which had becn 

carrying on for ſome time againſt France, 

rendercd a change of meaſures highly neceſ- 


 fary ; and a negociation was entered into with. 


the Court of France. But the French King 


declared, at the opening of the conferences 
that he would not continue to pay the pen- 
fions ſtipulated by his predeceſſor, being 


determined not to be tributary to any mo- 
narch on earth. The fortreſs of Boulogne 
was therefore ſurrendered for four hundred 
thouſand crowns :—a ſurrender, however, 
neceſlary or juſtifiable in it{cif, from the mere 
impoſſibility of preſerving it, that gave ge- 
neral diffatisfaction, and excited much mur- 
muring among the people, 
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' Of the lands ſhared among! the nobility 
and courtiers of this period, in conſequence 
of the diſſolution of the monaſteries and other 


teligious eſtabliſhments, it muſt be confeſſed ; 
that the portion aſſigned to the Earl of Bed- 
_ ford was by no means inconſiderable. Among 
ethers a grant was made to him, as appears 


by a Parliamentary roll in 1 554» of the lands 
formerly belonging to the Abbot and con- 


vent of Weſtminſter, and now called Covent- 
Garden. 


Tn the year 1222, the ſpot wherein the 


| beſt and greateſt part of Covent-Gatden pa - 


riſh is ſituate, and from which the fame, 


' together with the market, are denominated, 


was one large garden belonging, as we have 


quft remarked, to the Abbot and Convent of 


Weſtminſter. It devolved to the Crown in 
1547, when King Edward conferred the 
fame upon Edward, Duke of Somerſet; on. 


whoſe attainder it again reverted to the 


Crown ; and Edward, on the 6th of May, 
1552, granted the fame, with a field con- 
tigious on the North, denominated the Se- 
ven Acres, but from its length vulgarily 
called the Long- Acre, (which name is till 


2% 
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preſerved in the ſtreet of that appellation) to 


the Earl of Bedford, Of the juſtice of fach 


grants, little ean be faid in favour ; nor per- 


haps can much be adduced in defence Or. ex- 


tenuation of many penſions conferred in more 
modern times. In the former cafe, the Mo- 


narchs ſeem to have been fo arbitrary, that 


the kingdom at large was conſidered as their 
_ property, and the people rather as their 
flaves than their ſubjefts ;—In the other in- 
ſtances, corruption has aſſumed the Pre of 


deſpotiſme 
On the acceffion of Queen Marry, one 


of the moſt important concerns which agi-. 
tated the wiſdom of Parliament, was the 


choice of a confort for her Majeſty. Her 


affections had been placed on the Eart of 


Devonſhire ; but his previous attachment to 


| her ſiſter Elizabeth was an obſtacle, at leaſt 
' on his part, to the union. But while the 
Commons were dcliberating on their choice, 


an engagement had been framed on the part 

of Mary with P4z/ip of Spain ; and in 1554, 

the Earl of Bedford, together pith Lord 

q itzherbert, were ſent A::baſſadors to Spain, 
E 
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to receive Philip's full powers for concluding 
the marriage between him and 'the Queen. 
The events of this union are generally known 
to hiſtorical readers. 

| Soon after the return of the Earl from 
| Spain, hedied at his houſe in Southampton- 
ſtreet, in the Strand, in 1555, and was bu- 
ried at Cheynes, in Buckinghamſhire, the 
_ original barony of which his Lordſhip had 
| been created. 
By his lady Anne, daughter and fole 
| heireſs of Sir Guy Sapcotts, knight, and wi- 
dow of Sir John Broughton, of Tudington, 
in the county of Bedford, knight, he had | 
only one ſon, who ſucceeded him in his ho- 
Nnours and eſtate. 

A ſumptuous monument is erected to the 
memory of this noble pair, at the caſt end 
of the chapel, at the north fide of the church 
of Cheyneys. 

FRANCis, the ſecond Earl of Bedford, 
as born in 1528.—In 1549 he was choſen 
Knight of the Shire for the County of Nor- 
thumberland, and is faid to have been the 
firſt precedent for the eldeſt ſons of Peers ts 
be returned Members of the Houſe of Com- 
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mons. In T5654 he was ſummoned by writ 
_ to the Houle of Peers; and in the year fol- 
lowing ſucceeded to his father's title of Earl 


of Bedford. On the deceaſe of Edward, he 
had eſpouſed the cauſe and aſſerted the right 


_ of Queen Mary, rather in oppoſition to the 
ambitious projects of the Duke of Northum- 
berland, than from attachment to Mary, to 


whoſe religious principles he was uy 
adverſe. 
Philip, the huſband of Mitey, + Was, con-. 


trary to his inclinations, forced into a war 


with France, by the turbulent meaſures of 


the Roman Pontiff Paul IV. He paſled 


over into the Low Countries, with an Eng- 


liſh army ; among the Generals of which 
was the Earl of Bedford, who, at the battle 


of St. Quintin, diſtinguiſhed himſelf in a 


very honourable manner, as well as at the 


reduction of the town. In the year follow- 


ing he was appointed Lord Lieutenant of | 
the counties of Devon and Cornwall. | : 
On the acceſſion of Queen Elizabeth, the 


Earl was ſworn of her Majeſty's Privy Coun- 
cil ; and having been diſtinguiſhed for his at-. 


B 8 
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tachment to the principles of the Reforima« 

tion, he was particularly conſulted in every 

mezſure relative to its advancement. He 
was twice 2 ppointed Ambaitador to France * 

—The obje&t of his firſt embaſſy was to 
complain of Francis, who had married Mary, 

Queen of Scots, aſſuming the title of King 
of England in the ſuppoſed right of his 
 vrife ;—tae ſecond being to condole Charles 

-TX;'onh the death of his brother, Francis II. 
and alſo to con gratulate him on his acceſſion 
to the throne. 

In the 6th of Elizabeth, his Lordſhip was 
appointed Governor of the town and caſtle of 
Berwick upon Twced, and Warden of the 
Faſt Marches, In the fame year he was 
alſo inſtalled Knight of the Garter by proxy. 
In the ſeventh year of the ſame reign, in 
conjunCtion with Sir Thomas Randolph, he 
was appointed Commiſſioner, on behalf of 
the Queen of England, at a conference held 
with the Earl of Murray, and Maitland, of 
Lethington, on the part of Mary, Queen of 
Scots, concerning a marriage propoſed be- 
tween her and the Earl of Leiceſter, and ta 
form a treaty thereupon at Berwick. The 
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propoſal originated with Elizabeth, though 
we can ſcarcely believe her to be ſerious in 
the deſign of parting with her favorite Lei- 
ceſter ; for when Mary ſeemed inclined to 
liſten to the project, the other, with her 
uſual duplicity, found means to elude- the 
promiſe ſhe had made of declaring that Prin- 
ceſs her ſucceſſor. 

Onthe 19th of June, 1566, dry was 
delivered of a ſon, whoſe fortune it was to 
unite the crowns of England and Scotland. 
Sir John Melville was diſpatched to the 
Court of Elizabeth, to inform her of this 
| happy event, at which ſhe expreſſed the ut- 
moſt ſatisfaction . and having been requeſted 
| to become ſponſor on this occaſion, her 

Majeſty deputed the Earl of Bedford as ker 
Proxy, and he ſet out upon that honourable 
embaſſy, attended by Mr. Cary, eldeſt fon 
| to the lord Hunſdon, Chriſtopher Hatton, 
Eſq. afterwards Lord Chancellor of England, 
with a great number of the principal gentle- 
' men of the county of York, and the greateſt 
part of the Captains of Berwick. On his 
arrival, previous to the ceremony, the Earl 
preſented the Queen of Scots, in the name 
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_ of his ſovereign, with a magnificent font of 
| pure gold, which was kindly received. At 
| the Earl's departure from the court of Scot- 
| land, he was preſented with a rich chain of 
diamonds, worth 2000 crowns, and each of 
his attendants, in proportion to their rank 
and quality, received complimentary gifts. 
In the thirteenth of Elizabeth his Lordſhip | 
having applied to the Queen by letter, for 
the wardſhip of George Clifford, Earl of 
Cumberland, his ſuit was granted, and the 
Earl afterwards married one of his Lordſhip's | 
daughters. | 
The Duke of Norfolk had anhappily been 
engaged in a conſpiracy to aſſiſt the Queen of 
Scots, which being diſcovered, he was con- 
victed of high-treaſon ; and the Earl of Bed- 
ford was among the Peers whom the Queen 
named to conſtitute his Judges, on the 26th 
of January, 1572. 
18 ' His Lordſhip was twice married. By his 
firſt Lady, daughter of Sir John St. John, 
and ſiſter to Oliver, firſt Lord St. John of 
| Bletſo, he had iflue four ſons, and Tons 
daughters. | 
Il Of the ſons, Edward, the eldeſt, married 
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Hiba Sibylla, daughter of Sir Richard Mor- 
riſon, but died in his father's life-time, with- 


out iſſue, Fohn, the ſecond, who allo died 


before his father, married Elizabeth, daugh=- 


ter of Sir Anthony Cook, of Giddy Hall in 


Eſſex, and widow of Sir Thomas Hobby, of 
Biſham, in Berkſhire, by whom he had iſſue 


two daughters, viz. Elizabeth, who died 


unmarried, of a mortification 'in the fore- 
finger of her left hand, occafioned by the 
prick of a needle; and Anne, married to 
Henry, afterwards Marquis of Worceſter ; 


and one ſon who died young, 

Francis, the third ſon, who was ſlain in 
an accidental ſkirmiſh on the borders of Scot- 
land, in 1585, one day before his father's 


death, married Julian, daughter and coheireſs 


to Sir John Foſter, Knight, Lord Warden of _ 
the Middle Marches, and had iflue one ſon, 
| afterwards third earl of Bedford, 


| This Francis, by courteſy Lord Ruſſe), 


after his brother's death, was ſo forward in 


the expedition in which he fell, that his Ge- 
neral, Drury, was obliged to put him under 


arreſt, having a particular charge from Queen | 


Elizabeth, to have an eye to his ſafety. 
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Sir William, the fourth ſon, Baron Rudd, 
of Thorhaugh, married Elizabeth, daughter 
of Henry Long, of Shengay, in the county | 
of Cambridge, Eſq. by whoin he had ifſue 
one ſon, who was fourth Earl of Bedford. 
 'Fhis Gentleman was celebrated for his 
great addreſs and ſkill in perſonal combats ; 
and was perfe&tly qualified for the higheſt 
fituations by the experience in martial affairs 
which he had acquired in his youth both at 
home and abroad, During the: continuance 
of the war in the Netherlands, hediſtinguiſhed 
himſelf by ſo much courage and gallantry, 
that upon the death of the brave Sir Philip 
Sydney, Sir William was appointed Gover- 
. nor of Fluſhing- And on the death of Wil- 
liam Fitzwilliam, Lord Lieutenant of Ire- 
land, Sir William Ruffel was nominated to 
ſucceed him in that important ſtation ; and 
in diſcharging the duties of that high office, 
| he maintained and increaſed the os he 
had before acquired. 

He died in the year 1613, after. having 
been created Baron Ruſflel, of Thornhaugh, 
by King James, in 1603. Of the daughters 
Anne, the eldeſt, was married to Ambroſe 
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Dudley, Earl of Warwick, and died in 160 I. 


_ Elizabeth, the ſecond, was married to Wil- | 
| liam Bouchier, Earl of Bath, by whom ſhe 


had one ſon, called Lord Fitz-warren, and 
one daughter, who died unmarried; Mar- 


garet, the third, was married to George Clif- 
ford, the third Earl of Cubrclund, by 
| whom ſhe had a daughter, Anne, married 


firſt to Richard, Earl of Dorſet, and, ſecond= 
Iy to Philip, Earl of Pembroke, 

Francis, the ſecond Earl of Bedford, 
died in the year 1585, at Ruſſell-houſe, in 


the Strand, and was buried at Cheyneys. 
_ His Lordſhip founded a ſchool at Wooburn, 
in Bedfordſhire; and bequeathed by his will 


twenty pounds a year for the maintenance of 
two poor ſtudents of divinity, in Univerſity 
college, Oxford. | - 

 EpwarD, third Earl of Bedford, and 


| grandſon of the laſt, married Lucy, dau gh- 
ter of John, Lord Harrington, but died with- 
_ out iſſue, in the year 1627, 


 FRANCis, the fourth Earl of Bedford, 
was likewiſe a grandſon of the ſecond Ear], 


by his fourth ſon, Sir William Ruſſell, Baron ” 


y ; 
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of Thornhaugh. This nobleman, in the 


year 1630, was the principal undertaker of ; 


that great and expenſive, but fo highly be- 


neficial work, of draining the fens in Bed- 
fordſhire, called the Great Level, and fince | 


the Bedford Level, 

But while his Lordſhip was thus uſefully 
employed, he was committed to priſon, to- 
gether with the Earl of Clare, Sir Robert 
Cotton, Mr. Selden, and Mr. St, John, for 
diſperſing a book, written by Sir Robert 
Dudley, concerning, or rather expoſing, 
ſome of the projects to encreaſe the revenues 


of Charles I. and containing ſome too free 
remarks on his Parliamentary condy&t. But 


Sir David Foulis having diſcovered the : au- 
thor, they were all releaſed. 

A commiſſion was appointed in 16 35, in 
which his Lordſhip was named a commilſ« 
fioner, with other noblemen and gentlemen, 
to enquire into defeCtive titles ; and to bar- 
gain, ſell, and convey, all ſuch manors, 
lordſhips, &c. as were mentioned 1 in a ſche- 
dule annexed, 

About 1640, the number of houſes upon 
his Lordſhip's eſtates in Covent--Garden 
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having greatly increaſed, he erected the cha- 


pel, (now the pariſh church) for the con- 


venience of his new tenants in the perform- 
ance of their religious duties. 


"The arbitrary meaſures' which were now 


purſuing by the infatuated Charles I. appear 
to have given his Lordſhip ſome very unfa- 
vourable impreſſions of that monarch ; and 
he, with ſeveral others of the Nobility and 
Commons, zealous for the liberties of the 


people, entered into a cloſe correſpondence 


with the Scotch Covenanters, Charles 
ſeemed to have forgot, that the K7mg, who 
| is elſewhere the ſovereign judge of the na-_ 
tion, from whom there is no appeal, in Eng- 


land is only the firſt Magiſtrate of the king- 


dom ;— but according to Charles' princi- 


ples, he ought to be as abſolute as any Mo- 


parch that ever Wore a Crown. 
From the maxim, that the Parliament 


+ owed its exiſtence only to the conceſſion of 
the King, and that this concefiion could be 


revoked, naturally aroſe this conſequence, 


that the King might govern without a Par- 
liament, and conſequently impoſe taxes on. 
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his People, as he ſhould judge proper for” 
| the ſupport of Government. From the 
maxim, that the King was above the Laws, 
it neceſlarily followed, that there was no ſe- 
 curity for the Subjes, and that their ho- 
nours, eſtates, hberty, and even their lives. 
were at the King's diſpofal. From the. 
maxim, that Parliament had no right to 
intermeddle in affairs on which the King did 
not aſk their advice, it could not but be con= 
cluded, that the King was to be left to do 
_ all that he pleaſed, even what was moſt pre- 
Judicial to the Nation. From the maxim, 
that it was to be wanting in reſpe& for the 
King, to complain of his Government, it 
was neceſſarily to be inferred, that the Par= 
Lament could not enquire into any grievance, 
nor complain of it, fince grievances are, for 
the moſt part, only acts of injuſtice com- 
mitted by the King or by his Miniſters- 
| From the maxim, that the Parliament had at 
moſt but a right to repreſent grievances to 
the King, after which it ought quietly to 
wait for redreſs from the King himſelf, it 
followed, that the King might oppreſs his 
ubjects at his fancy, without being obliged 
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| HovsE OF BEDFORD. | J7 
to remedy their hardſhips any farther than he 
ſhould think proper. From the maxim, 
that it was offending the King in the moſt 


ſenſible part, to queſtion the extent of his 
prerogative, this conſequence could not but 


be drawn, that the prerogative was without 
bounds, or that it could not be limited but 


| by the King's own wiſdom or goodneſs. Aly 
| theſe maxims, as it is eaſy to perceive, ten- 


ed to eſtabliſh an arbitrary, and — 
an unjuſt Government. 

In the year 1640, the Earl of Bedford Was 
the firſt of thoſe Peers who figned a peti- 
tion to his Majeſty, ſtating the apprehenfions 
which themſelves and other loyal ſubjects 


entertained of the public diſorders and dan- 
gers that threatened the Church and State, 
as well as his Majeſty's perſon, from the 
| meaſures then purſued ;—and adviſing his 


Majeſty to call a Parliament for the redreſs 


of thoſe grievances, and for the puniſhment 
of the authors and counſellors of them, It 


does not appear that his Lordſhip's conduct 
in this inſtance gave any offence to Charles ; 


for he was Folks afterwards appointed one of 
the Engliſh Commultioners to treat with 
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thoſe from Scotland, on the redreſy. of the 


grievances of that nation. 
Dr. Birch, in his life of this nobleman, 


ſays, © that as he was a perſon of the great- 


eſt property, weight, and intereſt in the 


popular party, fo he was alſo the wiſeſt, the 
moſt moderate, and the beſt tempered.” — 
On the meeting of the Long Parliament, he 
appeared to be one of the moſt conſiderable 
' perſons in the Houſe of Peers, in oppoſition 
to the meaſures of the Court. It ſeems 


confeſſed that he wiſhed to make himſelf 
and his friends of importance to the mea« 
ſures of Goverment, but was very far from 


having any wiſh to ſubvert that Government, 
A French hiſtorian ſays—** among the nobles. 
moſt againſt the conduct of Charles was the 
Earl of Bedford, who loved better to hold 


the firſt rank in the TrNens, than to be 
only ſecond at Court.” 

When the Marquis of Hamilton took oc- 
caſion to repreſent to the ,King, that his 
Majeſty could not 'take any ſtep that would 


give more fatisfaCtion to the people, or that 


would have a greater tendency to allay their 
apprehenſions and jealoufies, then by calling 
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HOUSE OF BEDFORD, 30. 
to his Council ſuch perſons as were thought 
moſt inclined to a reformation of abuſes ;— 


Charles fo far approved of the advice, that 
in conſequence of this repreſentation, the 


Farl of Bedford, and moſt of the popular 


nobility, and who were in favour with the 
Scots, were ſworn of the Privy Council. It 


was their intention to have introduced all the 


| heads of the popular party into the Miniſtry ; | 
| but the plan was defeated by one of theſe 


ſudden changes of mind to which Charles 
was ſubje&; and at the preſent junEture was 
equally unfortunate to the Monarch and his 


people. 


It appears that on all occaſions his Lord- 


ſhip was ſincerely and truly defirous rather 


to bind up and heal the public wounds, then 
to render them wider by giving ferment to the 
jealouſies and animoſities that diſtrafted the 


_ nation. When the Bill of Attainder againſt 


the unfortunate Earl of Strafford was depend- 


Ing in the Houſe of Lords, the Earl of Bed- 


ford uſed every endeavour to perſuade his 


friends that they ſhould be ſatisfied by ren- 


dering him incapable of holding any employ-_ 
ment for the juture, and by baniſhing or _ 
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impriſoning him for life, —But the ſpirit of 
vengeance which had been chained for many 
years was now roufſed, and nothing but his 
| blood could give the people fatisfation. 
It has been obje&ted by ſome writers, that 
his Lordſhip entertained ſentiments and de- 
figns unfavourable to the intereſts of the 
church, becauſe he conſented to deprive the 
Biſhops of the right of voting in Parliament. 
In his opinion on this ſubject, his Lordſhip 
was by no means ſingular. General liberty 
and happineſs could never be injured by ſuch. 
a curtailment of eccleſiaſtic privilege, -# 
His Lordſhip died of the imall- -pox on the. 
oth of May 1641, 
By his lady, Catherine, ſole daughter and 
heir to Gyles Brydges, third Lord Chandos, 
| he had iſſue four ſons and four daughters, 
Of the ſons, William, the eldeſt ſucceeded 
his father in the Earldom; Francis, the ſe- 
cond, who was governor of Barbadoes, died 
in France, unmarried ; John, the third, died 
alſo unmarried. He was Colonel of the. 
King's forces in the civil wars, and after the 
reſtoration, was ap-pointed to the command 
of the firſt regiment of foot guards. 
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HOUSE OF BEDFOR D, I 
Edward the fourth fon, married Penelope 
widow of Sir William Btook, Knight of the 


Bath, and daughter of Sir Moſes Hill, of 
Hillfborongh Caftte, in the kingdom of Ire- 


4 land, by whom he had iffue five: fons and t two 


daughters. 
_ Of the four Javghters of the Earl of Bcd.- 


Hoes; Catharine, the eldeſt, was marricd to 


Robert Gre nville, Lord Brooke; Anne, the 
ſecond, to George Digby, Earl of Briftol ; 
Margaret the third, firſt to Fames Hay, Earl 


of Carliſte ; ; fecondly to Edward Montague, | 
fcond Earl of Manchefter; and thirdly to 


Robert Rich, fifth Ear} of Warwick, and 
ſecond Earl of Holland, but died without 
iffue by any of them ; Diana, the fourth. was 
married to Lord Newport, who afterwards 


-heranne) firſt Ear! of Bradford. 


We here find it neceflary to deviate a little 
from exat chronological arrangement to no- 
tice the biography of Edward, the ſecond fon 
of the above Edward; who was born in 
1653; he was deſigned by his father for the 

G 
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ſea ſervice, and received a ſuitable education 2 
| but his elder brother dying in the year 1694, 
he ſucceeded to the family eſtate. When 
| about twenty-eight years of age, he had been 
appointed Gentleman of the Bed-chamber 
to the Duke of York, But on the be. 
heading of his couſin- german, William Lord 
Ruſlell he retired from Court. 
On the acceffion of James IT. elng diſ- 
guſtedat the arbitrary meaſures purſued by that 
Monarch, and feeling the ſame generous ſen- | 
timents for the happineſs of his country that 
ſeem invariably to have actuated the Ruſſell 
family, he exerted himſelf to the utmoſt in 
promoting the Revolution. Accoinpanied 
by Adiniral Herbert, Mr. Ruſſell went over 
to Holland, to wait on the Prince of Orange 
whom they, in perſon, affured of their own 
and the national attachment ; and continued 
with him *till he failed for England, on which 
occaſion Admiral Herbert led the van of the 
fleet. | 
On the advancement of the Prince of 
Orange to the throne, Mr. Ruſſell was made 
_ one of the Privy Council, and in 1690 he. 
was appointed Admiral of the Blue ; when 
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he NE with a ſtrong flect for the Mediter- 
 rean- 
His Catholick Majeſty Charles IT. hari 
married a Princeſs of the houſe of Neuberg, 
fiſter to the reigning Empreſs, and the. 
Queen of Portugal, demanded an Engliſh 
fleet to convoy her ſafely to his dominions, 
which was readily granted, as a tacit con- 
| feſfſion of our dominion at ſea. Accordingly 
Admiral Rufſell was ordered to fail to Fluſh 
 itg with ſeven large men of war and two 
yatchs, in order to receive her Catholick Ma- 
jeſty and her attendants ; as ſoon as the Queen 
came on board, orders where given to Hoiſt 
the Union flag at the main top maſthead, and 
to wear it as long as her Majeſty was on 
board. 'On the eighth of Janyary, 1690, ſhe 
arrived in the Downs, and on the 24th ſhe 
came to St. Helens, whither their Majef- 
ties, King William and Queen Mary, had 
ſent the Duke of Norfolk to compliment her, 
as did their Royal Highneſſes, the Prince 
and Princeſs of Denmark, the Lord Corn- 
bury and Colonel Berkley, 
The Admiral had orders to put to ſea the 


firſt faic wind, with inſtructions to black up 
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the harbour of Toulon, in order to _ 
the French ſquadron there from coming out ; 


| but the wind continued {o long contrary, 


that it was the ſeventh of March before he 


could proceed on his voyage, when he failed 

_ with a ſtout ſquadron of thirty men of war 
under his command, and a Reet of four hun- 
dred merchant men bound for the Streights ; 

_ andafter a very tempeſtuous paſſage, landed 
her Catholick Majeſty on the ſixteenth at 
| the Groyne ; from whence he failed to exe- 
| cute the other part of his orders, but was 
h forced by contrary winds into the harbour of 
 Ferrol; fo that the Toulon ſquadron ' had 


time to get out of port before the Admiral 


- could arrive before the place. He therefore 


left Vice-Admiral Killegrew with the Medi- 
terrancan ſquadron, and failed with the firſt . 
fair wind for England, arriving at Portimouth : 


the 28th of April. == 
In 1694, the Earl of Torrington bs 


been diſmiſſed from the command in chief of 
the navy, Admiral Ruſſell was appointed in 


his room, and the Adminiſtration took care 
to repair the errors they had committed laſt 


year, with regard to the navy, in order to 
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retrieve the honour of the maritime powers, 
Vaſt preparations were accordingly raade for 
Atting out a large fleet the beginning of the 
{pring, 1691; Admiral Ruſlel] was ordered, 
with the utmoſt expedition, to colle& the 
ſhips which were to compoſe his flect, and 
v a liſt amounting to ninety-one, of which 
fifty-ſeven were line of battle ſhips, was an- 

nexed to his inſtructions. Admiral Ruſlel, 
+ In the Britannia, commanded the red ſqua- 
_ dron, having for his Admirals Sir John Ath< 
ty and George Rooke, Eſq. 7 
This fleet failed in the beginning of June; E 

and about the latter end of July, Admiral 
Ruſſell fell in with a convoy going to the 
| French flect: ſome of theſe were taken, and 
| from them he learned that Count Tourville 
Had orders to avoid fighting, which he very 
punctually obeyed, keeping ſcouts out at a 
£onſiderable diſtance on all points of the 
_ <compals ; ; fo that it was impoſlible to come 

up with the body of their flect: 

Soon after he received intelligence, that 

the French fleet were retired to Breſt, on 


which, in the beginning of Ange, he re- | 
turned to Torbay, 
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diſperſing the fog, the enemy were ſeen 
\ ſKanding to the Southward, forming their 


oh board. 
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Thus ended the fruitleſs tranſaCtions of 


our fleet for-this year. 


Fames had concerted a plan with the mals 


contents in England for an invaſion on the 
' coaſt of Suſſex; which being diſcovered, or= 


ders were ſent to Admiral Ruflell to put to 
ſea with the utmoſt expedition, and with 


fuch ſhips as he could procure ; and he ac= 
_ cordingly got under fail on the 22d of April, 


1692 He was afterwards direCted to cruiſe | 


| between Cape Ja Hogue and- the Iſle of 


Wight, until the fleet from Holland ſhould 


Join him, which it did ſoon afterwards. 


On the 18th of May, Admiral Ruſſe} 


Hiled for the coaſt of France ; and on the. 


following morning diſcovered the enemy, 
Immediately orders were given for drawing 


Into a line of battle, and the ſignal was made 


for the rear of the fleet to tatzk, in order to 
engage the ſooner if the French had ſtood to 
the northward. A little after four the ſun 


line with the ſame tack which our ſhips had 


' De Larey fays, that when the fog difipated, 
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M. de Tourville was ſurpriſed ta fv the 


whole Engliſh and Dutch fleets united, hav=- 
ing imagined that it was only a part; but 


conſidering that a haſty retreat would throw 


his fleet into 'confuſion, | which might prove 


extremely dangerous to him, continued his 


fignal for the engagement ; that he himſelf 
commanded the white ſquadron, which con- 
fiſted of ſixteen ſhips in the center ; the Mar- 
quis d'Amfreville the blue and white ſqua- 
_dron of Kurteen veſſels in the van ; and the 


rear or blue ſquadron, likewiſe of fourteen 


ſhips, was under the command of Monſ. 
Gabaret. The fleet conſiſting chiefly of 
ſhips of the firſt and ſecond rate. 

Admiral Ruſſell ſeeing their diſpoſition, 


cauſed the rear to tack, and bore away with 


his own ſhip fo far to leeward that each ſhip 
in the fleet might fetch his wake, and then 
bringing to, he lay by with his fore-top-ſail 
to the maſt, that the others might have the 
better opportunity of placing themſelves in 


the manner they had been before directed. 


The confederate fleets were in good order by 
_ eight, having the Dutch ſquadron in the 
yan, the red in the centre, and the blue in 
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the rear. About ten, there being but little 


wind, the French fleet bore down upon: 


_ them with great reſolution ; and the Admi- 
_ ra}, who ftill hay with his fore-top-fail a- 


back, obſerying that Monf. de Tourville, in. 
the Royal Sun, bore down upon him, and 


| made the fignal for the engagement, ordered. 
_ that his ſhould not be made tall the French, # | 


who had the weather gage, WETe © advanced as 


far as they thought proper, 


About half an hour after eleven, Count 
Tourvilte bronght to, and began the fight 


- with Admiral} Ruflell, being confiderably 
_ within muſquet thot. He plied his guns 


very warmly till one, but then began to tow 


off in great diforder, and very much diſabled, 


both in rigging. fails, and top-fail yards. 


 Abont two the wind ſhifted, and five of the - 
enemy's blue ſquadron poſted themſelves three 


a-head and two a ftern of the Admiral; and 


fred very briſkly *till after three ;. fo that 
_ the Admiral and his two ſeconds, Mr. Ayl- 
mer, and Mr, Churchill, had all theſe ſhips 


to deal with. 
About three the enemy began to bear 


away ; andabout four ſuch a thick fog aroſe, 
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_ Vhat not a ſhip of the enemy could be ſeen, 
' fo that all firing ceaſed; but it clearing up 
Ima little time, the French Admiral was ob- 


ſerved towing away northward ; and our Ad- 


 miral, im order to come up with him, or- 
 dered all the ſhips of his diviſion to do the 
fame. A ſmall breeze of wind eaſterly hap- 


pening to ſpring-up, . a ſignal was made for 


chacing, and orders ſent to every ſhip within 


reach, that the enemy were bearing away. 


While this paſſed between the Admirals, Sir 


| Cloudfley Shovel got to windward of Count 
Tourville's ſquadron, and engaged them ; 
| but the fog growing thicker than betore, they : 
were forced to anchor. 


| The Admiral now thought it adviſable to 
order the ſhips that were neareſt to him to 


Chace to the weſtward all night, and ac- 
 quainted them, he intended to follow. the 


French to Breſt, and therefore thought it 


would be better to keep under fail than come 


to an anchor. Nor was he miſtaken ; for 
next morning he found himſelf much nearer 


the enemy than thoſe which had dropped 


their anchors 
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About eight at night a conſiderable firinf 


was heard weſtward, which laſted about half - 


an hour, part of our Blue ſquadron having 


fallen in with ſome of the enemy's ſhips in 
the fog, and in that diſpute Rear-Admiral 
Carter was killed, whoſe laſt commands to 
Captain Wright were, * to fight the ſhip as 


« Jong as ſhe would ſwim.” 
The fog continued during the whole night 


with very little wind, and in the morning it 
was ſo hazy, that very few of the enemy's 


ſhips could be ſeen ;—but the weather clear- - 
ing up about eight, the Dutch, who were 


at ſome diſtance to the ſouthward, made the _ 


fignal for ſeeing the French fleet, and ſoon 


after thirty-four ſail were diſcovered about 
two or three leagues diſtant to the ſouth-weſt, 


the wind being then at North Eaſt. The Fn 


Engliſh now crowded all the fail poſſible ; 


and between eleven and twelve, the wind 
came about to the ſouth-weſt, when the 
French ſtood away to the weſtward, and the - 
Engliſh after them.—About eleven the next 
day the Royal Sun ran aſhore, while two 
other large ſhips of the enemy ſtood as near 


her as poſſible. Sir Ralph Delayal, Vice- 
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Admiral of the Red, was now orderal to de- 
troy her, while the reſt of the fleet continu- 
ed their purſuit of the enemy. This ſervice 


he effeually performed, and the fineſt ſhip 
in the French Navy was reduced to aſhes. 


| About four in the afternoon, eighteen of 


the French ſhips which had reached Cape 
Barfleur, haled in for Le Hogue, and came 
to an anchor cloſe under the ſhore. The 
next day, Admiral Ruſſell ordered Mr. 
\Rooke, Vice-Admiral of the Blue, with his 
| ſquadron, the fire-ſhips, and all the boats 
_ of the fleet, to ſtand in and deſtroy theſe 
ſhips ;—he obeyed this order, and burnt 
thirteen men of war, ſeveral tranſports, and 
ſome ſmall veſſels loaden with ammunition. 


In this expedition Admiral Ruſſell's fleet 
conſiſted of ninety-nine ſhips of the line, 


while Tourville had no more than fixty- 
_ three. | 


| For his conduct and bravery in this ation, 
and during the whole of the following ſum- 


Commons. — Notwithitanding which, in the 


following February, he was diſmifſed from 
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mer, he received the thanks of the Houle of _ 
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the ſervice. 'The naval tranſaQtions of the 


| mext ſummer, under the command of Sir 
George Rooke, 'proving rather unfortunate, 


Admiral Rufſell was again called into ſer- 
vice, and appointed to the chief command in 
November, 1693; and early in 1694 he 


failed for the Mediterranean, where his fleet 
rode in triumph, and proved eminently ſer- 
| viceable to the confederates, 


Kennet ſams up this year 's'tranſaftions in 


the following few, but remarkable words = 
«© The misfortunes at Breſt were in a great 
meaſure repaired by the glory of our grand 
Meet in the Mediterranean, under the com=- 
mand of Admiral Ruflell, who rode there in 
_ triumph, and cooped up the French leet in 


the harbour of Toulon; and though the 


Marſhall de Tourville once adventured out to 


ſea with a deſign to ſlip by the Engliſh Ad- 


. miral, yet he quickly found ſo watchful an 


eye upon him, that he was forced to return 
into his port again. Indeed nothing is more 
illuſtrious-1n the whole courſe of King Wil- 
Ham's reign, than his fleets riding thus tri- 
umphantly in the Mediterranean. For by 
this means the Engliſh dominian of the 
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Streights was added to that of the narrow 
ſeas ; a ſtop was put to the conquering arms 


of France in Catalonia ; all the French coaſt 
was expoſed to the inſults of the Confe- 
derates ; and even all the Italian Princes were 


kept in awe, andthe Venetians began now 


to think of ſending a folemn embaſly into 


England to court the friendſhip of his Bri- 
| tannic Majeſty.” 


It was about this 1 time, 1696, that Sir 


George Barclay, a native of Scotland, a man 


of undaunted courage, but inflamed by his 


attachment to popery, undertook the bold 
taſk of ſeizing or aflinating King William, 


and reſtoring his rival to the throne. On 


_ iPendergraſs's diſcovery of this plot, every 


meaſure was taken to render the whole con- 


_ *trivance abortive. Admiral Ruſſell failed 
_ immediately for the coaſt of France ; and the 
enemy, confounded at his appearance, re- 


turned into their harbours ;—while James, 


who had arrived at Calais, to be ready for 


his embarkation, retired to his Court at St. 


/ Germains*, overwhelmed with grief and diſ- 


appointment. 


The many eminent ſervices performed by 


t] 
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Admiral Ruſlell, in a ſeries of brave and it. 
Juftrious aCtions, raiſed him in the year 1697, 
| to the honours and title of Baron of Shingay, 
in the county of Cambridge,— Viſcount Bar- 
fleur, in the Dutchy of Normandy,—-and 
Earl of Orford, in the county of Suffolk, 
He was likewiſe appointed Vice Admiral of 
England ; and at different times, during 
King William's abſence in Holland, he was 
one of the Lords Juſtices to whoſe care the 
regency was entruſted. 
That party malice from which no cha« 
racer, however conſpicuous for integrity, 
muſt for ever hope to eſcape, again renewed 
its purſuit of him, as it had already done in 
1693, (when he had been diſmiſſed the naval 
ſervice) and an impeachment was brought 
againſt him in the Houſe of Commons, on 
the gth of May, 1701, on a charge of ſeve- 
ral high crimes and miſdemeanors. He had 
foreſeen the ſtorm, immediately reſigned all 
his poſts, and prepared for his defence on the 
trial, which commenced the 243d of June, 
when he was honourably and unanimouſly 
acquitted of every article in the charge, and 
the impeachment diſmiſſed, 
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The only foundation on which to ground 


' this impeachment, exiſted in the calumnious 
aſſertions of -Sir John Fenwick, who, being 


himſelf accuſed of joining in Barclay's con- 


ſpiracy, was apprehended in his flight to 


France, when he offered to diſcover all he 
knew of the intended aſſaſſination ; but when 


he came to enter into the detail, he cither ſo 
- managed his information, or was fo incapa - 


ble of ſubſtantiating his charges, that they 
could affe& no individual concerned. 
Among others, he had made very free 
with the name of Admiral Ruſſell, who in- 
ſiſted that he might have an opportunity of 


vindicating his own character in particular 
but on examining Sir John at the bar of the 


Houſe, and exhorting him to make an ample 
diſcovery of what he knew, he refuſed ta 


diſcloſe any thing. The charge which Fen- 


wick pretended (according to Sir John Dal- 
rymple) to alledge againſt Admiral Ruflell- 


was, ** that the Admiral offered to betray 


the fleet to James, and favour his invaſion of 
England.” But even Sir John was never 
able to produce any better evidence of this 


than Fenwick's aſſertion. And when Fen- 
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_ wick was preſſed. in the Houſe of Commons 
by Admiral Ruffell himſelf, and others, to 

be ingenuous, and boldly produce his proofs ; 

— his anſwers were nothing but wretched 
evaſions : which induced Lord Cutts to ſay, 
 —* I think there is no one perſon whom he 

hath named, but is eminently known, or be- 

lieved to be, in the intereſt of the govern- 
ment, and none but who are in ſome places 
of truſt or employment. IT think it highly 
__neceffary to know how it comes to paſs that 
| he hath had ſo much converſation with per- 
fons of that charater—and none with thoſe 
perſons that he hath been daily ſeen to con- 
verſe with ; andiif he hath, why he hath not 
| diſcovered them as he hath done the reſt,” — 
In fact, this charge of Fenwick's muſt be 
| conſidered as the artifice of party to perplex 
the King, and blacken and ruin ſome of his 
. beſt ſervants and moſt faithful friends, 
During the reign of Queen Anne, Admiral 
Ruſſell, who, as we above obſerved, .had 
| been created Lord Orford, was appointed one 
of the Commiſſioners for conducting the 
Treaty of Union, and was alſo for ſome time, 
Lord of the Admiralty, On the deceaſe of 
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the Queen, he was made one of the Lords of 
the Regency, 'till the arrival of his Majeſty 
- George I. from Hanover, on whoſe acceſſion 
he took his ſeat in the Cabinet, and was. 

continued at the head of the Admiralty. 
| He was in poſſeflion of theſe exalted ho- 
' nours, when he departed this life at his houſe 
in Covent Garden, in the year 1727, and in 


the ſeventy fifth year of his age.  - 


—  — — — 3 ——— —_—_— 
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Arrerni the fifth Earl of Bedford, and 
eldeſt ſon of the laſt, was born in 1614. ; and 
was educated at Magdalen es in the 
Univerſity of Oxford. 

By his Lady, who was daughter to Ro- 
bert Carre, Earl of Somerſet, and very ac- 
compliſhed both in mind and perſon, he 
had iffue ſeven ſons and four daughters. 
Off the ſons, Francis, the eldeſt, died 
unmarried, in 1679. 

Wi1LLIAM, the ſecond, who became Lord 
Ruſflell upon the death of his elder brother, 
and was afterwards put to death for being 
concerned, as was pretended, but never 

| i 
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proved, in a plot againſt the King arid Go- 
vernment, had by his lady, daughter of the 
Earl of Southampton, two ſons and one 
daughter. 

Jonn, the third, died young. EpwaRD, 
the fourth, died in 1714, aged ſeventy, hav- 
ing ſerved in nine Parliaments for the county 
of Bedford. RoBrrT, the fifth, was clerk 
of the pipe in the firſt year of William and 
Mary, and married Letitia, widow of Tho- 
mas Cheek, of Pergo, in Eſſex, Jams, 


the ſixth, died in 1712, leaving an only 


daughter, who was married to Thomas, Sca- 
ven, Eſq. of Carſhalton, 1 in Surry, GroRGE, 
the ſeventh, married Mary, daughter and 
heireſs of Mr. Pendleton, merchant, in Lon- 
don, and. died in __, wes iſſue one 
fon. 
Of the daughters, ANNE, the eldeſt, died 
unmarried. DIANA, the ſecond, was mar- 
ried, firſt to Sir Greville Verney, of Comp- 
ton-Verney, in the county of Warwick, 
| Knight of the Bath ; and afterwards to Wil- 
liam, Lord Allington, of Horſeheath, in 
the county of Cambridge, CATHERINE, 
the third, died young; and MARGARET, 
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the fourth, was married to the Earl of Or- 
ford, her couſin. 
- Robert Carre, the father of the Counteſs 
| of Bedford juſt mentioned, was one of the 
minions of James I. whom, with many of | 
his favourites, he rewarded with a liberality 
that bordered on profuſion. Carre was de- 
ſcended from a good family in Scotland, 
where he had been page of honor to the 
King, and had now come to London with 
letters of recommendation to his countryman 
Lord Hay, who ſoon took an opportunity of 
Introducing him to the King at a tilting=- 
match, where Carre had the honor of pre-. 
ſenting James with his buckler. All this 
young man's accompliſhments conſiſted in a 
Pleafing countenance—all his acquired abili- 
ties in an eaſy and graceful demeanour ;— 
| but theſe were ſufficient inducements to 
James, who now wanted ſome conſolation 
| In the loſs of his ſon, Prince Henry, As 
Carre was advancing to execute his office, he 
was thrown by his unruly horſe, and his leg 
broken in the King's preſence. 'The misfor- 
tune excited the King's compaſſion, and after 
7-2 
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the tilting he paid Carre a viſit, whoſe igno-- 


' rance and ſimplicity in converſation confirmed 
| the favourable impreftion which this external 


accompliſhments had made: for James ' had 
no wiſh to. find learning or talent in his fa- 
vourites. Carre ſoon became conſidered aSa 
riſing man at Court; he was. knighted— 


_ created Viſcount Rocheſter—nonored with 
the Garter—made Privy Counſellor, and The 


nally created Earl of Somerſet. 
"Theſe honors had, perhaps, little eff 


on the wiſer part of mankind, at a time when 


paſquinades had been ſtuck up, propoſing to | 


teach thoſe of weak memories an eaſy method 


to retain the names of the new nobility. Carre 
was, however, the channel thro' which the 
Royal favour flowed to others ; and happily 
he found a-faithful friend and judicious coun- 
ſellor in Sir Thomas Overbury, who endea- 


 voured to inſti] into him the principles of 


prudence and diſcretion ; and happy had he 
been in an implicit ſubmiſſion to his advice, 

Among the nobility who particularly at-_ 
tracted the attention of James, were the fa- 
milies of Howard and Devereux ; and by his 


interference the young Lord Eflex was mar- 


%, 
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- clodto L ady Frances Howard, ſecond daugh- 


ter of the Earl of Suffolk ; but as they were | 
thought too young to cohabit together, it 
was reſolved that the Earl ſhould employ 
ſome time in travel, On his return, he 


| found | his , Counteſs the moſt celebrated 
| beauty of the age,—while he himſelf was 


conſidered as one of the moſt promiſing 


young noblemen in Europe ; but he was ig- 


' norant that Lord Rocheſter, the favourite, 
| was his rival in the heart of his lovely bride ; 
who, not contented with denying him all the 
Tights of a huſband, was reſolved, as loſt to 
all ſenſe of ſhame, to procure a divorce, and 
' then to marry the favorite to whom ſhe had 


granted her heart. It was upon this occa- 


flion that Overbury was conſulted by his 


friend; and that this honeſt counſellor de « 
clared himſelf utterly averſe to the match. 
He deſcribed the Counteſs as an infamous 


and abandoned woman ; and went ſo far ag 
to threaten the Earl that he would ſeparate 


himſelf from him for ever, if he could fo far 
forget his honour and his intereſt as to pro- 
ſecute the intended marriage. The conſe- 
quence of this advice was fatal to the giver, 
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'The counteſs being made acquainted with 
| his expoſtulations,. urged her lover to undo 
him. In conſequence of this command, the 
| King was perſuaded by the favourite to order 
Overbury on an embaſly into Rufſia ; Over- 
bury was perſuaded by the ſame adviſer to re- 
fuſe going ; the delinquent was ſhut up in 
| the Tower, and there he was. poiſoned, by 
the direQtion of the Counteſs, in a tart. 
| In the mean time, the divorce, which had 
been with ſome dithculty procured, took = 
place, and the marriage of the favourite was 


 ſolemnized with all imaginable ſplendour. 


But the ſuſpicion of Overbury's being poi- 
fſoned every day grew ſtronger, and reached 
the favourite, amidft all the glare and ſplen= 
dour of ſeeming happineſs and ſucceſs. The 
graces of his youth gradually diſappeared ; 
_ the gaiety ct his manners were converted into 

{ullen ſilence : and the King, whoſe affeftions 
' had been engaged by theſe ſuperficial accom- 
pliſhments, began to cool to a man who no 
longer contributed to his amuſement. But 
the adoption of another favourite, and the 
diſcovery of Somerſet's ouilt, ſoon removed 
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all remains of affeCtion, which the King 
might {till harbour for him. 

An Apothecary's apprentice, wits had 
been employed in making up the poiſon, 
having retired to Fluſhing, had divulged the 
ſecret there; and the affair being thus laid 
before the King, he commanded Sir Edward 
' Coke, Lord Chief Juſtice, to fift the affair 


BY to the bottom, with rigorous impartiality. 


This injun&tion was executed with great in- 
duſtry and ſeverity ; and the whole compli- 
cation of their guilt was carefully unravelled. 
"The lieutenant of the Tower, with ſome of 
the leſſer criminals, were condemned and ex-_ 
ecuted ; Somerſet and his Counteſs were ſoon 
after found guilty, but reprieved and pardon= 
_ ed, after ſome years of ſtrict confinement, 
The King's duplicitly and injuſtice on this 
occaſion are urged as very great ſtains upon 
his character. Somerſet was in his preſence 
at the time the officer of juſtice came to ap- 
' prehend him ; and boldly reprehended that 
Miniſter's preſumption for daring to arreſt 
a peer of the realm before the King. But 
James, being informed oof the cauſe, faid 
with a ſmile, ** Nay, nay, you muſt go, for 
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if Coke ſhould ſend for myſelf, I muſt com- 


3Y 


ply.” He then embraced him at parting, 
begged he would return immediately, and 
aſſured him he could not live without his 


company ; yet he had no ſooner turned his 


back, than he exclaimed, © Go; and the 


Devil go with thee, I ſhall never ſee thy face 
again.” He was alſo heard to wiſh, ſome 

| time after, that God's curſe might fall upon 
him and his family, if he ſhould pardon thoſe 
whom the law ſhould condemn : however, 
he afterwards reſtored them both to liberty, 
and granted them a penſion, with which 

| they retired, and languiſhed out the re-. 
 mainder of their lives in uilt, infamy, and 


mutual recrimination. 


The mather of the -xcellinc Lord Ruſſell, 
who was the offspring of this unhappy union, 


died before her huſband was advanced to the 
 Dukedom. The manner of her death was 


very remarkable—The guilt of her parents 


and the murder of Sir Thomas Overbury, 
had been induſtriouſly concealed from her, fo 
that all ſhe knew was their conjugal infelici- 


ty, and their living latterly in the ſame houſe 
without ever mecting, Coming one day into 
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into her Lord's ſtudy, her mind oppreſſed 
and weakened by the death of Lord Ruſſell, 
the Earl being ſuddenly called away, her 


eye, it is ſuppoſed, was quickly caught by 
a thin folio, which was lettered, Trial of 


the Farl and Counteſs of Somerſet, She took 


| it down, and, turning over the leayes, was 
ſtruck to the heart by the guilt and con= 
_ viRtion of her parents. She fell back, and. 
was found by her huſband dead in that poſ+- 
ture, with the book lying open before her. 
We now refurn to the Earl of Bedford, 
who was a Membet of the long Parliament 
which met at Weſtminſter in 1640, with 
which the unfortunate Charles I. was at per= 
| petual variance, while they were proceeding 
in their deſign of annihilating all atbitrary 
power, in which they became eventually 
 ſacceſsful, And though the means which 
they purſued in procuting ſuch ineſtimablg 
advantages to poſterity, often ſavoured of 
artifice, ſometimes of violence, yet it ſhould 
be remembered, that it is impoſſible to effet 
2 Revolution in Government merely by the 
force of reaſon and argument. And it muſt 
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be owned, with the exception. of Straferd' C 
attainder, that the tranſactions of this memo=- 
rable Parliament during the firſt period of its 
aſſemblage, were productive of very great 
advantages to the nation, by fixing the 1i- 

berty of the ſubjeR on a firm and ſolid foun.. 
| dation, It was, however, ſoon perceived 
that they had become defirous of exalting 
their own authority on the ruins of the pre- 
rogative. Of this, the famous remonſtrance 
preſented to Charles on his return to Scot- 
land in 1641, is a ſtrong preſumption. The 
authority of the King had been greatly di- 
miniſhed ; the deteſtable rod of the Star 
chamber had been broken ;—and the cotds 
of bondage, by which the iniquitous Court of 
High Commiſſion fettered the conſciences of 
the people, had been diffolved ;—the land- 
marks of the Conſtitution had been now re- 
placed ; and nothing that the will of Heaven 
could warrant, or the ingenuity of man de- 
viſe, was wanting to the ſecurity of the peo- 
ple. It was plain, therefore, that this re- 
 monſtrance could not be calculated to pro= 
mote the happineſs or tranquility of the a 
tion, but that ſome further attack on the 
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_ prerogative was intended, and that the re- 
_ monſtrance was a ſignal to the whole party to 
exert all their powers: 
The flame of civil war at length broke 
out ;—and as the Earl of Bedford had hi- 
therto eſpouſed the Parhamentary intereſt, 
with a view to countera® the too violent and 
deſpotic meaſures of Charles, he was ap-_ 
| pointed a General of horſe: At the battle 
_ of Edgehill, in 1642, the right wing of the 
Parliamentary army was compoſed of a con- 
fiderable body of troops drawn up near the 


| town of Keinton ; the left wing was Come 


poſed of a ſtrong body of foot, and a thou- 
ſand horſe, commanded by Ramſay, a Scots 
officer ; and the centre, which was deſigned 
| as a body of reſerve, by Sir William Balfour, 
under the Earl of Bedford, whoſe conduct 
ſaved the whole army, when the horſe of 
both wings had been defeated. A reſerved 
body of the King's troops under Sir John 
Biron had advanced and joined in the at- 
tack againſt the artillery of the Earl of Eſſex, 
who charged in perſon at the head of a re- 
giment of foot, 'and were on the point of 
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takin git, when the Earl of Bedford's re- 
ſerve, which was ftill-entire, advanced with 
_ ſuch fury, that the Earl of Lindſey, fighting 
on foot at the head of his regiment, was 
_ mortally wounded, the royal ſtandard was 
taken, and ſome of the King' s$ cannon nail- 
ed up. 
wy hough in the TR of this battle neither 
party could boaſt of any remarkable advan» 
tage, yet, being the firſt ation of conſe= 
quence that happened between the contend= 
| ing parties, it occaſioned a general conſterna- 
tion in the kingdom. A civil war was 
known in England only by tradition or read- 
ing ; the inhabitants were not yet habituated 
to conſider each other as enemies in the field, 
\ Nor to think it a duty to plunge their ſwords 
in the breaſts of their friends and relatives. 
| Both parties ſhuddered at embruing their 
hands in the blood of their countrymen ; but 
when the firſt dreadful eflay was over, all 
ties of nature and duty were forgotten ; all 
relations, however tender, difappeared ; they 
 wantoned in floods of cruelty, and ſported 
upon the wrecks of their country: and fo 
violent was the diſpoſition of both parties, 
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that it was impoſſible for any man to remain 
neuter without expoſing himſelf and his fa- 
muly to inevitable ruin, 

But the Earl was not fo ſucceſsful after- 
wards in the weſt of England. Having the 
sommand of a ſuperior army, he drove Sir 
Ralph Hopton, at the head of a ſmall troop, 
into Cornwall ; but the Jatter being joined 
by the Militia, the whole county was ſoon 
reduced to peace and obedience under the 
King. The ſucceſs of the loyaliſts in Corn= 
wall induced them to carry the war into De- 
vonſhire, where they alſo proved vidtorious ; 
and where, at the battle of Braddock-down, 
the Parliamentary army loſt above two thou- 
ſand five hundred men, together with all 
their artillery and baggage. 

His Lordſhip, with many others, becom- 
| ing diſſatisfied with ſo deſtructive a war, and 
diſguſted at the condu& of the: Commons, 
who had refuſed to ſend propoſitions for a 
peace, went to Oxford, and entered into his 
Majeſty's ſervice, together with the Earls of 
Holland and Clare—all of whom, at the bat- 

tle of Newbury, charged in the Royal Re- 
giment of Horſe, and, in all reſpe&s, diſtin- 
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a retirement, in which he ſeems to have Cone 


He had the honour of carrying St. Edward's 
ſceptre at the Coronation of Charles II. in 
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guiſhed themſelves in a noble and conſpi- 


- cuous manner. But as ſudden converſions 
1n politics are looked upon with a ſuſpicious 


eye, theſe noblemen found themſelves but 
cooly regarded by the Royal party, and there- 


fore ſoon after quitted Oxford, and joined 


the Earl of Eflex, who was then at St, Al- 
oo | 

His Lordſhip' $ negirerfition had, how- 
ever, excited the notices and reſentment of 
Parliament ; by whoſe order he was taken 
into the cuſtody of the Black Rod, and his 
eſtate ſequeſtered ; but that ſequeſtration 


being taken off in 1644, he, with ſeveral _ 
_ other Lords who had left Oxford, took the 
covenant the following year before the com- 


miſſioners of the great ſeal. 
| From this period his Lordſhip forſook the 
engagements of public life, and entered into 


tinued till the time of the reſtoration ; when 


the twelfth of whoſe reign he was alſo elected 
a Knight of the Garter, 
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And now, to obtain a clear view of the. 
motives which actuated the various parties 
in the reign of Charles II. and which led to 
many intereſting events, it will be neceſſary 
to take a conciſe review of the general ſtate 
of the nation, from the period when James - 
aſcended the Britiſh throne. 
| The human mind had lon g been enervated 
by ſuperſtition, and obſcured by ignorance 
| of every art and ſcience ; unlimited and un=- 
| controuled deſpotiſm prevailed every where ; 
and though England perhaps ſuffered leſs 
than many other nations, yet the many ex- 
amples of arbitrary power exerted by Eliza- 
beth and by James, ſhew that the Engliſh 
were very far from being a free people. Of 
ſo little conſequence were Parliaments and 
_ their proceedings cgalidered, that it was not 
until tae year 1607, four years after the ac- 
_ ceflion of James, that Parliamentary journals 

were kept, at the motion of Sir Edward 
Sandys, a Meraber of great authority in the 
Houſe, It is no wonder, therefore, that the 
Seffions were not regular, or that little. at-_ 
tention was paid to the choice or continuance 
af the Members, 
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Towards the end of the 16th, or beginning 


of the 17th century, a great revolution took 
place, though inſenfibly throughout all Eu- 
rope. Arts and ſciences began to flouriſh ; 
_ commerce and navigation were . gteatly EX 


tended ; and learning of all kinds began to 


d:fuſe itſelf. By more enlarged views the 
| loveof freedom began, in England eſpecially, 
to take place in the breaſts of moſt people of 


birth and education 37d this was greatly 


_ promoted” by an acquaintance with ancient 
hiſtory, From the example of the Repub- 
lics of Greece and Rome, whoſe members 


had fo often facrificed their lives for the ſake 


of liberty, a patriotic ſpirit began to ariſe ; 
and a deſire of circumſcribing the exceflive: 
_ prerogative and arbitrary proceeding of the 


Crown, began ſecretly to take place through= 
out the nation. 
Notwithſtanding the high encomiums be- 


ſtowed on the reign of Elizabeth, the nation 


laboured under many heavy grievances, which 


| the riſing ſpirit of patriotiſm would have 
tended to redreſs, had not the ſevere govern - 


ment of Elizabeth confined it within very 
narrow bounds, But on the acceſſion of 
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James, a foreign Prince, leſs feared and fill 
leſs beloved, ſymptoms of a more free and 
independent genius then appeared. Fortu- 
nately James neither perceived the alteration, 
nor had ſufficient capacity to check its early 
advances, He had eſtabliſhed in his mind 
a ſpeculative ſyſtem of deſpotic government, 
which he thought none of his ſubje&ts would 
make any ſcruple to admit. The almoſt un- 
limited power which, for upwards of a cen- 
tury, had been exerciſed by the F-:2liſh ſo- 
vereigns, he conſidered as due to Royal 
birth and title, not to the prudence and ſpirit 
of thoſe monarchs, or the conjunctures of the 
times: in his perſon, therefore, he imagined 
all legal power to be centered by an hereditary 
and a dine right : nay, ſo fully was he per» 
ſuaded that he was the abſolute proprietor of 
His ſubjeRs, that, in his ſpeech to their Par- 
liament in 1621, he told them, that he 
«© wiſthed them to have faid that their privi- 
leges were derived from the grace and per- 
miſſion of him and his anceſtors.” And 
when the ſame Parliament proteſted, ** that 

the liberties, franchiſes, privileges, and } Ju- 
L 
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riſdictions of Parhament, are the undoubted 
and ancient bwth-right and inheritance of 
_ the ſubjects of England,” he was ſo enraged, 
| that, ſending for the Fournals of the Com- 


mons, he, with his own hand, before the 
Council, tore out this proteſtation ; and or- 
dered his reafons to be inſerted in the Council 


Book. | 


Reaſon, however, was beginning to extend 
her influence, and to dxſcover to mankind a 


| thouſand errors in religion, in morals, and in 
_ government, that had been Jong reverenced 


by blind ſubmifſion, The reformation had 
produced a ſpirit of liberty, as well as of inveſ- 


tigation, among all ranks of mankind, and 


taught them that no precedents could fanctify 
fraud, tyranny, or injuſtice, The monarchs 
had taught the people to argue upon the na- 
ture of the royal prerogative, and the extent 7 
of their own liberty ; upon the preſcriptive 
authority of Kings, and the natural privileges 
of the people :—and when the fubject was 
fairly diſcuſſed, -it was ſoon diſcovered that 
the monarch's fide was by much the weakeſt. 
Meditating .on the rights of mankind, it 
was found that all had an equal claim to the 
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ineſtimable bleſſings of freedom. The ſpi- 
fit of liberty was conſequenfly rouſed ; and 
it was reſolved to oppoſe the ancient claims 
of monarchs who had uſurped their power in 
times of ignorance or danger, and who.con- 
tinned to plead their former dagwecletions as 
preſcriptive privileges. 

. Of all other ſects, that of the puritans was 
the moſt dangerous to monarchy, and the 
tenets of it more calculated to ſupport that 
imagined equality which obtains in a ſtate of | 
nature, They had carried their ſentiments 
Into a total oppoſition to thoſe of the Romiſh 
church; and wherever their opinions had 
taken place, not only a religious, but a po- 

litical freedom began to be eſtabliſhed. A 
ſubdiviſion of this ſect had carried their ideas | 
of liberty ſtil] further :—Not contented with 
reducing the King to a firſt magiſtrate, they 
aſpired at the abolition of all monarchy, and 
of all ſubordination, They maintained, and 
they maintained rightly, that all men were 
been equal ;—but they alledged alſo, that no 
accidental or artificial inſtitutions could de-. 
ftroy this equality—and there they were _ 
© 
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deceived. The wiſe and induſtrious in every | 
country mult / prevail over the weak and the 
ide. They alledged that in conſequence of 
this ſuppoſed. equality, all degrees and ranks 
ſhould be levelled, and an exact partition of 
property eſtabliſhed in the nation ; a dottrine 
well ſuited to the poverty of a daring military, 
— but incompatible with every idea of «liftri- 
| butive juſtice,” "But as a previous fermenta« 
tion 1s neceſſary for the refinement of certain 
chymical liquors, ſo perhaps that violent ef- 
 ferveſcence, which fo long diſtracted the na- 


tion, was not leſs neceflary, in order to be 


productive of domeſtic happineſs and ſecurity ; 
to render the laws more preciſe, better to aſ= 
certain the monarch's privileges, and delineate 
the ſubjects' duty. 
_ Such were the dns diſpoſitions of the 
' Prince and Parliament at the commencement 
of the Scottiſh race ; diſpoſitions indeed juſt 
| beginning to exiſt and appear in Parliament, 
but thoroughly eſtabliſhed and openly avowed 
on the part of the King throughout his 
whole ' reign. The conſequence was, that 
during this reign the  prerogatives of the 
crown were violently and openly attacked , 


we: Hd 


but the chief grounds of diſcontent were 
money and religion. 9 
The King's bigh notions of enbitibry ſway 
made him imagine that he had a right to 
whatever ſums he pleaſed to demand; which, 
had the Parliament been willing to admit, 
Riill his profuſion would have diflipated more 
than could poſſibly have been granted. And 
| with regard to religion, James | had obſerved 
| in the puritans a violent turn towards repub= 
| licaniſm, and a zealous attachment to civil 
liberty. But the ſame principles which oc- 
cafioned in James an averſion to the puri- 
tans, prompted him greatly to favour | the 
epiſcopaliſts, and even the papiſts, as being 
greater friends to deſpotiſm : to the latter of 


| theſe religions he had been ſuſpected of hav- 


Ing in his youth a very ſtrong bias, | 
| Actuated by ſuch oppoſite principles, little 
Harmony could be expected between the King 
and his ſubjects. He had ſeverely repri- 
| manded the Commons for debating on ſub- 
{ Jects far above their reach and capacity ; and 
ſtrictly commanded them not to meddle with 
any thing that regarded his government, or 
deep matters of ſt.te. Such a prohibition 
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produced a very ſtrong remonſtrance in vin- 
_ dication of Parliamentary rights: and the 
_ conteſt between James and the Commons 
became ſo violent, that he committed ſeve.- 
ral of them to the Tower. Sir John Saville, 
however, a powerful man in the Houſe of 
Commons, and a zealous oppoſer of the 
Court, was made Comptroller of the Houſe= 
Hold, a Privy Counſellor, and ſoon 'after a 
Baron. This event is remarkable ; as being. 
| the firſt inſtance in Engliſh hiſtory of any 
King's advancing a man on account of Par 
liamentary intereſt, and of o—_— to his 
meaſures, 

This breach betirocs the King und his 
Parliament foon made politics become a ge- 
neral ſubject of diſcourſe ; and every man 
began to indulge himſelf in reaſonmgs and 
enquiries concerning matters of ſtate ; and 
the factions which commenced in Parli- 
| ament were propogated throughout the na- 
tion. In vain did James by repeated procla- 
' mations forbid diſcourſes of this kind. Such 
proclamations if they had any effet, ſerved 
rather to inflame the curioſity of the public, 
In every company or ſociety the late tranſ- 
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ations became the ſubje&t of argument 'and 
debate ; ſome taking the fide of Liberty, 
_ others of Monarchy; and this was the origin 
of the two parties, ſince known by the names 


Y of Whigs and Torzes. 


| James was ſucceeded by his: ſon Charlens 
who 'inbeticed from his father great diſtreſs 
for money, very high notions of the Royal 

prerogative and a violent attachment to epiſ- 
copacy, He was obſtinate without being 
reſolute ; and though he would ſcarcely ever 
g1ve up any point, yet he wanted that ſpirit 
| which was neceſlary for the ſucceſs of his 
| deſigns. In other reſpets, he ſeems to 
| have poſſeſſed every virtue requiſite to conſti= 
tute the character of a good man in private life. 
Believing his ſubjeRs to be 1n perfect friend 
ſhip with him, he reſolved that their bounty | 
ſhould be entirely unaſked, and the genuine 
effects of mutual confidence and regard. — 
But whether the Parliament was ſuſpicious 
of his ſincerity, or whether fond of retaining 
and extending that power which they had 
now obtained, certainly they did not act a 
generous part, The unfortunate attachment 
of Charles to the Court and manners of 
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France, and. appatently an unhappy predi- 
lection for the Catholic party, tended to in- 
creaſe the diſeuſt of his Parliament, efpe- 
cially of the: jonritaniaio party, who formed a 
conſiderable majority in the Houſe of Com- 
 mons. The reſult of the conteſts between 
the King and his Commons certainly evince, 
| that it was their wiſh to reduce him to an 
abſolute dependence on themſelves ; while 
he, on his part, began plainly to ſhew that : 
| he aimed at nothing leſs than abſolute power, 
« Animated, (ſays Hume, ſpeaking of the 
Parliament of that period) with a warm re- 
gard to liberty, theſe generous patriots faw 
with regret an unbounded power claimed 
| by the Crown ; and were reſolved to ſeize the 
opportunity, which the King's neceſſities 
offered them, of reducing the ' prerogative 
into more reaſonable compals.” 

During this unpleaſant conteſt, the adyo- 
cates of each-party endeavoured to promote 


| their cauſe by the moſt acrimonious writings, 


and the moſt unwarrantable poſitions. The 
clergy, who are ſeldom the moſt moderate 
on theſe occaſions, ſo far from attacking the 
_ royal prerogative, would have carried the 
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idea of paſſive obedience far beyond what per- 
haps Charles himſelf would have wiſhed. — 
Dr. Manwaring publiſhed a ſermon, in which 
he aſſerted, ** that all property was transfer. 
able to the Monarch ; that he might raiſe 
taxes without conſent of Parliament ; and 
- that the divine laws required compliance with 

every demand, however irregular, which the 
' Prince ſhould make upon his ſubjects.” 

"The Parliament puniſhed the Doctor by 
fine and impriſonment ;—the King afterwards 
beſtowed on him the Biſhoprick of St. 


Aſaph. A conduct no way adapted to ap- _ ; 


peaſe that ſpirit of diſcantent which now 


Efmbittered the nation. 


\ To the Doctor's deſpotiſm 1 we may - fairly 
oppoſe the frantic /evelling ſpirit of ſome 
among the puritans, who would acknowledge | 
no ſubordination either civil, military, or 
| eccleſiaſtical; and who declared that they 
would have no other King, Prieſt, or Ge- 
neral, but Feſus Chrift.—Oliver Cromwell 
afterwards hanged ſeveral of the leaders of 
this party, and by that means diſſipated the 
faction. 


on 
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But while the mind was thus agitated by 
the moſt furious contentions both in religion 
and politics, and while reaſon ſeemed to ex- 
perience a total dereliction on all ſides, it 1s 
pleaſing to obſerve that a ſmall party conti- | 
 nued. to exiſt, of clearer underſtanding and 

| better judgement, It is impoſſible, fays Hume, 

to ſee without the warmeſt admiration, that 
generous . band, Digby, Falkland, Copely, 

Hyde, Palmer, and a few others, who after 
firmly oppoſing the arbitrary meaſures of 
Charles, when they ſaw thoſe with whom | 
they hitherto acted, inſtead of aiming to fix 
| berty on the unſhaken baſis of law, plung- 
Ing their country into civil war, and endea- 
vouring to! overturn the Monarchy in order 
to riſe on 1ts ruins, jained the King and nobly 
facrificed their fortunes, and many their lives, 
In defence of the: conſtitution. And this. 
was the ſchool in which the virtuous illian 
Lord Rufſell, and his generous compatriots 
acquired thoſe principles which made them 
zealous to preſerve a life of liberty, or glo- 
riouſly to ſuffer death in its juſt defence. = 
All appearances on the reſtoration of 
Charles II, promiſed to the Monarch and his 
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_ people a reign equally glorious and ſucceſsful, 
His ſubje&ts had felt the miſeries of anarchy, 
and in proportion to thoſe miſeries was the 
Natisfaction they felt on the acceſſion of their 
young monarch, whoſe firſt meaſures were 
indeed calculated to give univerſal content,— 
During the troubleſome reign.of the formet_ 
monarch, the people had been animated by 
a ferocious, though ignorant zeal for liberty, 
which they imagined to conſiſt in an entire 
rejection of the royal authority ; they gained 
their objeR, it is true ; but they-found them= 
F--- ſelves in a much worſe tyranny than defore. 
| They were freed from this tyranny by the 
reſtoration; but now inſtead of an unbound- 
ed ſpirit of oppoſition, there was nothing to-. 
be found but as unbounded a ſpirit of ſub=- 
miſſion : and by their ſlaviſh conceſſions, 
| Charles found means to render himſelf "| 4 
laſt quite abſolute, and to govern without 
having recourſe to, or indeed without hav- 
ing occaſion for a Parliament. 
The intoxication of loyalty, | however, 
begun ſoon to wear off: the Ki ing's profuſion 
and extravagance in his pleaſures, and his 


indolence in adminiſtration, firſt gave offence ; 
M 2 
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his ſale of Dugkirk, merely to ſupply means: 
of diflipation, and his partiality towards the 
Romith religion, fo inimical to liberty of 
every kind, compleated the diſguſt of his 
ſubje&ts, Whatever inconſiſtences may ap=- 
pear in this reign, fays an able hiſtorian, 
may be unravelled by this clue ;—that while 
the people thought the King a proteſtant, 


they were willing to entruſt him with their 


lives and fortunes; but when they ſuppoſed 


that he was more inclining to popery, all 
their confidence vaniſhed, and they were | 


even willing to puniſh Papiſts as the propereſt 
method of ſhewing their reſentment againſt 


| himſelf. 


The ſucceſſes of the combined powers of 
France and Britain againſt the Dutch, gave 
no fatisfaftion to the Engliſh ; whoſe mur- 
murs at ſeeing this brave and induſtrious | 


people, the ſupporters of the Proteſtant cauſe, 


totally ſunk, and on the brink of deſtruction, 


| were too loud not to reach the King. The 


prepoſſeflion which Charles had all along 
ſhewn for France, and his manifeſt inclina- 
tions to attach himſelf to that kingdom, (tho' 
his /cerity on this head has been called in 
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audition.) had given -great offence to his 
ſubjects. Other circumſtances alſo conſpired 
to raiſe a general diſcontent. The tole- 


| ration of papiſts, ſo much wiſhed for by the 


King ; the bigotry of the Duke of York, the 


heir apparent to the Crown, and his zeal for 


the propogation of the Romiſh religion, ex- 


cited a conſternation not altogether without 
foundation, that the Proteſtant religion was 


in danger. This apprehenſion was carefully 


kept up by wicked and deligning men. Plots 


were fabricated, ſo incredible, that it is 
amazing how ſo many, perſons of common 


ſenſe could give ear to them. 


Such, however, was the uproar, and ſuch 


the perſecution of the times, during a Parli- 
' ament that had been undiſſolved for ſeventeen 


years, and whoſe proceedings were far from 


being lenient, that Charles was induced to 
call another, which yet proved as unmanage- 


able as the preceeding, Reſolved to check 


the growth of popery, by ſtriking at the root 


of the evil, they brought in a bill for the 
total excluſion of the Duke of York from the 
Crown of England and Ireland, which paſſed 


the lower houſe by a majority of 79, They 


wt 


| $6 ANECDOTES oF THE 


next voted the King's army and guards to be 


illegal; and they paſſed the celebrated mage 
Corpus A, 


"The Exclu/ion Bill, which was never th 


into a law, was the favourite object of ſuc 


ceeding Parliaments, which Charles's ne- 


ceſſities, not his inclination, , compelled him 


to call. The debates were carried on with. 
great violence on both ſides :—it was de- 


fended by William Lord Ruſſell, (who had 
now reſigned his office of Attorney General) 
by Sir William Jones, Sir Frances Winning=- 
| ton, Sir Henry Capel, Sir William Pultney, 


Col. Titus, Treby, Hambden, and Mon=- 


| tague :—it was chiefly oppoſed by Sir Leo- 


line Jenkins, Secretary of State, and Sir 
John Ernley, Chancellor of the Exchequer, 


It again paſſed the Commons by a great ma- 
|  jority; but was rejected in the other Houſe, 

to the great ſatisfaction of the King, who 

' was preſent during the whole debate, Only 


three of the Biſhops voted in favour of a Bill, 


| the obje&t of which was the preſervation of 
religious liberty.—And ſoon after, the King 
_ diffolved his Parliament, with a fixed reſo- 


lation never to call another. From this mo- 
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ment he ruled with deſpotic power, and re- 
ſolved to leave the ſucceſſion to his brother. 
His temper, from being merciful and eaſy, 
became arbitrary and cruel; he entertained 
ſpies and informers round the throne ; and 
impriſoned all whom he thought moſt daring 
in their deſigns. But his chief reſentment 
was levelled againſt the Earl of Shafteſbury, 
who had taken a very aQtive part in the late. 
diſturbances ; and every means were tried to 
convict this intriguing and formidable man: 
A Bill. of indictment was brought againſt 
| him; but ſworn to by ſuch a ſet of execrable_ 
 wretches as would have invalidated any teſ- 
timony, even had they not been branded as 
perjured villains. Among his papers was 
found a plan of an affociation which might 
| have been conſtrued into treaſon, could the 
Earl's hand-writing have been proved.—The 
principles of the Jury happening to co-in + 
- Cide with thoſe of the Ear], povures s on | 
liberty* 
_ The power of the Crown now became 'ir- 
refiſtable ; the City of London was deprived. 
of its charters, which were only reſtored 
upon terms of the humbleſt ſubmiſſion, and 
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yielding to the King the nomination of their 
Magiſtrates; a circumſtance that gave juſt 
and general alarm to all other corporations, 
_ many of. whom were glad to compound for 
their. charters by paying his Majeſty large 
ſums of money ; though almoſt all the offices 
of power and profit were left at the diſpoſal 
of the crown. This may truly be conſidered 
us the triumph of deſpotiſm. The Engliſh 
were no longer that bold and reſolute people, 
who, in defence of their ancient privileges, 
| had. made their monarchs tremble on the 
Throne ; they were dwindled into ſlaves, 
who coveted the yoke of oppreſſion, and of- 
fered the incenſe of adulation to the tyrant. 
that trampled upon their liberties, | 
But there ſtill remained a imall_ party in 
England that cheriſhed their former ideas of 
freedom, and reſolved to hazard every thing | 
In its defence. They were united by a prin- 
- Eiple, dangerous. indeed in that. day, © that 
the power of every King of England is J- 
 mited by the laws : and that if he goes be- 
_ yond thoſe bounds, the ſubjects have a right, 
- 1n their own defence, to bring him back.” — 
Theſe men were reſolved, therefore, to re- 
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tore liberty to their country, by dethroning 


a monarch whoſe conduct was tyranny itſelf, 


The principal leaders of this party were the 
Duke of Monmouth, (a natural fon of 


| Charles's, by Mrs. Elizabeth Walters,) the 
Earl 05 Shafteſbury, Lord William Ruſſel, 
the Earl of Eſſex, Lord Howard, Algernon 
Sidney, and John Hambden, grandſon to the 


vreat man of that namc. 


Previous to this atlociation, and to the diſ- 


cuſſion of the Excluſion Bill, the Lords Ruſ- 
ſell and Cavendiſh, Sir Henry Capel, and 


Mr. Powle, finding their preſence in the 
Council could be of no uſe to check the King 


in his pernicious meaſures, waited on his 


Majeſty together, and required permiſſion to. 


diſcontinue their future attendance. A re- 
fignation that was moſt chearfully accepted 
by Charles, who wiſhed for none in his Ca- 
binet that would attempt to check his deſpo- 


_ tiſm, and he coolly anſwered, ** with all his 


heart.” — And when Ruſlell afterwards found 
that the Excluſion Bill had been rejected in 


the Houſe of Lords, he warmly exclaimed, 
* if my father had adviſed ſuch a meaſure, 1 
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ſhould have been the firſt to impeach Min 92.4 
Adding, that if ever there ſhould happen in 


_ this nation ſuch a change as that he could 


not have liberty to live a proteſtant, he was 
teſolyed to die one, 


The Duke of Monmouth had engaged the 


Earl of Macclesfield, Lord Brandon, Sir 
Gilbert Gerard, and other Gentlemen in 


Cheſhire. Lord Ruſſell fixed a correſpon- 
dence with Sir William Courtney, Sir Fran- 


cis Knowles, and Sir Frances Drake, who 


promiſed to raiſe the Weſt. Shafteſbury, | 
with one Ferguſon, an independent clergy- 


' man, but a man delighting in miſchief, and 


reſtleſs after plots, managed the city, upon 

which the confederates chiefly reſted. This 
plan had been laid in 1681, but the caution 
of Lord Ruſſell, who induced the Duke of 


Monmouth to put off the enterprize, ſaved 
| the kingdom from the horrors of a civil war. 


Shafteſbury was ſo impreſſed with a ſenſe of 


his impending danger, that after having in 
vain endeayoured to drive the citizens to an 


open inſurrection, and enraged at the delays 
which defeated his projects, he abandoned 


all hopes. of ſucceſs, and, in a rage, fled to 
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Amſterdam, where he ſoon after died, diſ- 
retarded both by friends and enemies. 

But though the defection of Shafteſbury 
retarded, it did not ſuppreſs the deſigns of 


the aflociation. A council was formed of 


the remaining fix, who correſponded with 
the Duke of Argyle, and the mal-contents 
In Scotland : and they reſolved to proſecute 


| the ſcheme. of the inſurrection, while they 
| hoped for ſucceſs from the univerſal difſatiſ- 
faction that prevailed in every part of the 


nation. Though apparently actuated by the 


fame general principles, yet theſe men differ - 
ed widely in the ultimate object of their 

wiſhes. Monmouth, who poſſeſſed all the 
agreeable qualities that had diſtinguiſhed his 


father on his acceſſion to the throne, was a 


E great fayourite with the people," and aſpired 
_ at the crown ;—Ruſflell and Hambden wiſhed 


to obtain the excluſion of the Duke of York, 
redreſs the grievances of the people, and 
eſtabliſh a limited monarchy ;—while Sidney, 
warm with the idea of ancient common- 


wealths, laboured for a republican eRabih- 


ment, to which Eflex joined his wiſhes, — 
N a 
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Howard was an abandoned nobleman, of an 
illuſtrious family, who ſought only to em - 
broil the nation that he might +5 his 
private intereſt in the general confuſion 

- While theſe perions were engaged i in con- 
certing meaſures for carrying their deſign into 
execution, another plot was forming by a 
ſet of inferior conſpirators: unknown to the 
leaders of the grand delign, and entirely un- 
_ patronized'by them. The principal of theſe 
were Colonel Rumſey and Colonel Walcot, 
two old Republican officers, but the former 
ſuſpected to be a Court ſpy ; Goodenough, 
Under-Sherift of London, a zealons and noted 
party-man z Ferguſon, whom we named 
above ; Rumbold, a malſter, who poſſeſſed 
an eſtate on the road to Newmarket, called 
the Rye-houſe farm ; and ſeveral merchants, - 
 attornies, and tradeſinen of London :—but 
Rumſey and Ferguſon were the only per- 
ſons who had acceſs to the great leaders of 
_ the conſpiracy. Theſe men had undertaken 
the deſperate reſolution of attacking the 
King's guards, and of ſeizing, and even of 
aſſaſlinating the King and his brother, as they 
returned from Newmarket ; and this being 


as. 
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effected, they were to have returned to Lon- 


don, and joined their confederates. The 


place of their general meetings, and where 


the plan was to have been executed, was at 
the Rye-houſe, and hence the conſpiracy was 
called the Rye-houſe plot, They deliberated 
on 2 ſcheme of ſtopping the King's carriage, 


by overturning a cart on the highway at this 


place, and ſhooting him through the hedge. 
But the houſe in which the King reſided at 


Newmarket accidentally taking fire, his Ma- 

jeſty was obliged to leave the place eight 

days ſooner than was expe&ted—to which 
circumſtance he owed his ſafety. 


This plot was diſcovered by the confeſſion 


of Keeling, and orders were immediately iſ- 
ſued for apprehending the conſpirators ; Weſt 
and Rumſey ſurrendered in order to become 
_ evidences, —Ruſlell, Eflſex, Howard, Sidney, 
and Hampden, were ſent to the Tower ; 


but the Duke of Monmouth abſconded. 


Lord Ruflell was the firſt of the great 
who was ordered to be ſearched for ;—he 
was found (ſays Sir John Dalrymple) neither 
preparing for flight, nor hiding himſelf, but 
fitting n his ſtudy. So ſoon as he was in 
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cuſtody, he gave up all hopes of life, know - 


ing how obnoxious he was to the Duke of 


York, and only ſtudied to die with decency 
and dignity. 


_ Effex was at his country Honky when he 
heard the fate of his friend, and could have 
| made his eſcape ; but when preſſed to do fo 

by thoſe around him, he anſwered, his own 
life was not worth ſaving, if by drawing 
ſuſpicion upon Lord Ruſſel, it would bring 


Hag lite into danger. 


Monmouth had abſconded, but afuated. 
by the ſame generous motive with Eflex, 
he ſent a meſſage to Ruſſell, when he heard 

that he was ſeized, ** That he would ſur- 


Tender himſelf and ſhare his fate, if his doing 
ſo could be of uſe to him,” Ruflell anſwered 
in theſe words, ** it will be of no advantage 


to me to have my friends die with me.” He 


alſo rejeed the offer of Lord Wm, Caven- 
diſh, who was deſirous of exchanging drefles 
with him, in order to facilitate his eſcape, 

| Lord Grey eſcaped. But Howard was 
found concealed in a chimney, covered with 


_ Joot, and half ſuffocated ; and became after- 


_ - 10 TY 
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wards an evidence againſt Ruſſel}, and the 
only one againſt Sidney. 

The character of this man contains much 


ſingularity :—he was a perſon of wit and 


learning, but always poor and ready to un- 
dertake any thing that was bold ; he had run. 
through many parties of religion in Crom« 


well's time, had been re-baptized, and 
| preached in London. In the beginning of 
the war with the Dutch, he offered to ſerve 
De Wit; and when the Prince of Orange 


was advanced, he undertook both to ſend 
him good intelligence, and to raiſe him = 


_ party in England :—he had been impriſoned 
in the Tower in 1674, but faved by the. 


threats of the Dutch.—Ralph, the hiſtorian, 


deſcribes him as a man of outſide only, who 


made the beſt pretences ſubſervient to the 
worſt purpoſes ; who was diſtinguiſhed by 
high rank, quick parts, and: happy addreſs, 
only to be more emphatically deſpiſed ; and 
whoſe whole life was ſo thoroughly profligate, 


that his turning evidence againſt his beſt 
friends has been repreſented by ſome as the 
teaſt exceptionable part of it. 
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- The motive of Keeling for diſcovering the 
plot in which he was concerned, was the 
fear, of a proſecution for having arreſted the 
Lord Mayor of London. Rumfey, and Weſt, 
a lawyer, no ſooner underſtood that this man 
had informed againſt them, than they agreed 
to ſave their lives by turning King's evidence, 
Sheppard, a Wine-merchant in Abchurch- 
lane, at whoſe houſe Ruſſell and ſome of his 

friends had one or twice met, a 
 hended, confeſſed all he knew. 
The Duke of Monmouth had ſome time 
before carried Lord Ruſſell, Lord Grey, and 
Sir Thomas Armſtrong, to Sheppard's, on an 
appointment to meet Lord Shafteſbury, and 
ſome of his friends ; but when they found 
none but Ferguſon and Rumfſey, and not 
liking their company, they were about to de- 
part, when Lord Ruflell called for a taſte of 
ſome wines : this occaſftoning a ſmall ſtay, 
Rumſlecy began a diſcourſe on ſurpriſing the 
guards, inſiſting much- on the eaſineſs of 
doing it. Armſtrong, who had once com- 
manded them, endeavoured to ſhew him his 
miſtake ; and as ſoon as Lord Ruſlell (who 
had not ſpoken a word on the ſubject,) had 


" MOUSE OF BEDFORD. * 97 


faſted the wines, they all went away. This 

- was the only time Lord Ruſflell was in their 
company z but 1t proved of fatal conſequence 
to him. 


Walcot, Home, and Role, were firſt 
tried and convicted on the evidence of Rum- 


ſey, Weſt, and Sheppard; and were exe- 
 cuted at Tyburn.—But a much greater ſa- 
- crifice was ſoon to follow : and this was Lord 
Ruſſell, whoſe very virtues were ſo many 
_ crimes in the eyes of an arbitrary and ſuſpi- 


cious Court. The chief evidence againſt 


| him was Lord Howard, whoſe character we 
have juſt mentioned, and who was now con- 
tent to take life upon ſuch terms, and to AC 
cept of infamous ſafety. 

Lord Ruflell was accordingly brought to 


= trial at the Old Bailey, on Friday the 13th 
| of July, 1683, before Sir Francis Pemberton, 


Lord Chief Juſtice ; Sir Robert Sawyer, 
Attorney General ; and Serjeant Tefferms, 


afterwards the notorious Judge, Counſel for 


the Crown. 

| Lord Ruſſell wiſhed to have a copy of the 

indictment; previous to his pleading, which 
on 


| to poſtpone his trial for one day, on account 
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was refuſed by Sawyer.—He alſo requeſted 


of witneſſes who could not arrive in town 
before that night- But this was alſo over- 
_ ruled by Sawyer, with the inhuman an ill- 
founded remark, that his Lordſhip would 
| have dealt more hardly with the King, and 
| would not have given his Majeſty an hour's 
notice for ſaving his life. The uſual forms 
having been ſettled, his Lordſhip aſked leave | 
_ of the Court, that notes of the evidence for 
His uſe might be taken by the hand of ano- 
ther ;—the Attorney-General, in order to 
prevent him from getting the aid of Counſel, 
told him, he might uſe the hand of one of 
his ſervants in writing if he pleaſed. _«] aſk 
' none, anſwered his Lordſhip, but that of 
the lady that fits by me.” — When the ſpec- 
| tators, at theſe words, turned their eyes, and” 
beheld the daughter of the virtuous South- 
ampton, Tiſing up to aſliſt her Lord in this 
his utmoſt diſtreſs, a thrill of anguiſh ran 
through the whole aſſembly. 
As Lord Ruſſell had been brought up to 
the profeſſions of the law, and had previouſly 
filled the important office of Attoruey-Ge- 
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eral, we cannot ſuppoſe him to be leſs ac- 
_-quainted with the Conſtitution of his coun= 
try. than any of his opponents, He had ob- 
jected to one of the Jury, as not being a free- 
holder, which, his Lordſhip contended, was 


that no perſons ſhall be judged in caſes of 
_ bife and death, but by thoſe that have 4os. a 
year. Jefferies admitted that there was no- 
| thing in that ſtatute which could make it 
otherwiſe with relation to the city of Lon- 
don, but that the neceſlity of the caſe, or 
the exiſting circumſtances, required a depar- 
| ture from the letter of the law.—His Lord- 
ſhip, however, requeſted that his counſel 
might argue the point, to which the Lord 
Chief Juſtice Pemberton conſented ; not cn- 
tirely with the approbation of Sawyer and 
 Fefferies, Throughout the whole of the trial, 
Pemberton appeared diſpoſed to ſhew his 
Lordſhip every degree of candour and libera- 
lity ;—and Burnet ſuppoſes *©* that he ſoon 
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indiſpenſably neceſſary in caſes of life and 
death: and he quoted the ftatute of ""- 
Henry V. where it is expreſsly declared, 


after had his guzetus for ſhewing no more 


* ah 4 " % $E Ee 
: " , a a a 
- - —_— py (D428 WY "7 INNS: ſe 
i 28 ET LL 
ee oo » y, 
; 2 P__ "Y 
, wtunitnr ti Ca Grd ES : _— 


100 ANECDOTES OF. THE 


| violence againſt the priſoner.” The point 
was argued, but the objection ſet aſide ; and 
after his Lordſhip had challenged one and 
thirty of the Jury, the reſt were ſworn in ; 
and the Attorney-General, after the cauſe 
| had been opened by Mr. N orth, ſpoke ncarly 
in the following manner : 

«© My Lord, and Gentlemen of the Jury, 
moſt of our evidence againſt this honourable 
perſon at the bar, is to this purpoſe—this 
perſon, the Duke of Monmouth, my Lord 
Grey, Sir Thomas Armſtrong, and Mr. 
Ferguſon, were the Counſel of State, as I 
. may call them, to give forth direCtions. for 
' the general riſing that hath appeared, was to 
have been within this kingdom. The riſing 
was of great concern and expence, and muſt 
be managed by perſons of intereſt, prudence, 
and great ſecrecy. Theſe gentlemen had 
frequent meetings in October and November 
laſt; and there they did conſult how to ſeize 
the King's guards ; and this noble perſon 
being mixed with theſe others, eſpecially 
with Ferguſon, who, with others of an in- 
ferior rank, was alſo engaged in a cabal for 
managing worſer things ; at ſeveral meetings 
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they received meſſages from my Lord Shaſteſ- 
bury touching the riſing ; they being looked 


upon as the perfons that were to conclude 
and ſettle the time and all circumſtances about 


it. It ſeems theſe gentlemen could not give 
the Earl of Shafteſbury ſatisfaction to his 


mind, for he preſſed them to keep their day, 
which was the 17th of November laſt ; but 


the honourable perſon at ths bar, and the reſt, 


made him this anſwer, © that Mr, Trench- 


ard had failed them, for that he had pro- 
miſed to have 1000 foot and 2 or 300 horſe, 


at four hours warning ; but now it was come 


to paſs he could not perform it; that ſome 
perſons in the Weſt would not join with 
them ; and, therefore, at this time they 
could not, proceed ; ; and, therefore, they 
muſt defer the day, and, as a counſel, they 
ſent my Lord Shafteſbury word, he muſt be 
contented, they had otherwiſe reſolved, and 


thereupon my Lord Shafteſbury went away 


and Mr. Ferguſon with him. 


To carry on this practice, they took there 


' into their council, Sir Thomas Armſtrong 
was left out, and there falling that ſcanda- 
lous report upon wy Lord Grey, {of having 
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_ debauched his wife's ſiſter] he was to be left 
out ; and then there was to be a new coun- 
eil of fix, whereas the inferior council to 
manage the aſſaſſination was ſeven, At this 
_ council there was this honourable perſon at 
the bar, the Duke of Monmouth, my Lord 
Howard, and another honourable, who I 
am ſorry to name upon this account, who 
Hath this morning prevented the hand of 
Juſtice upon himſelf, my Lord Effex, [it 
was at that moment ſaid 1 in Court, that Lord 
Effex had been found in his apartment Mm 
the Tower, with his throat cut ; but that he 
' was not the perpretrator of this horrid a, is 
univerſally believed,] and Colonel Sidney, 
and Mr. Hambden :—thefe fix had their 
frequent conſults at this honourable perſon's 
houſe ; for they had excluded Sir Thomas 
Armſtrong and my Lord Grey, for thefe 
gentlemen would have the face of religion, 
and my Lord Grey was in their eſteem fo 
ſcandalous, that they thought that would 
not prevail with the people if he was of the 
council. There they debated how they 
ſhould make this riſing ;—after ſeveral con- 
ſultations they came to this reſolution ; that 
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before they did fall upoh this riſing, they 


ſhould have an exa&t account both of the. 
time and method of the Scotch riſing ; and + 
thereupon a meſſenger was ſent on purpoſe 


by Colonel Sidney, viz. Aaron Smith, to in- 
vite Scotch Commiſſioners to treat with theſe. 


noble lords. Purſuant to this, juſt before 
the plot broke out, ſeveral from Scotland 


_ came to treat with them how to manage the 
work ;—30,000l. was demanded by the 
Scots, in order that they ſhould be ready in 


Scotland ; then they fell to 10,000l. and at 
laſt (for the Scots love money) they fell to 


coool. which they would take and run alt 


hazards, but they not coming to their terms, 
that broke off; that week the plot was dif 
covered, 

| Gentlemen, if we prove all theſe inſtances, 
beſides we ſhall call ſome to ſhew you that 
all the inferior party {till looked upon theſe 
to be the heads ; and although they Kept it 
ſecret, God hath ſuffered it to come to light, 


with as plain an evidence as eyer was heard. py 


| Col. Rumjey depoſed, that he had, 
0, 1682, been ſent by Lord Wag 


to Sheppard's, where he met the Duke of 
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Monmouth, Lord Ruſſell, Lord Grey, Sir 
Thomas Armſtrong, and Mr. Ferguſon, 'to 
know what reſolutions they had come to 
about the riſing of Taunton ; he was inform- 
ed that Mr. Trenchard had failed them }- 
that he had promiſed 1000 ſoot and 3oo 
horſe, but could not perform that promiſe, 
That this anſwer was given by Mr. Fergu- 
ſon ; that Lord Ruſſell was preſent, but did 
not ſpeak on the ſubject. There was alſo 
' ſome diſcourſe reſpecting the poſture of the 
guards at the Savoy and at the Mews, and 
whether they might not eaſily be ſurpriſed. 
This diſcourſe was chiefly between Sir Tho- 
mas Armſtrong and Mr. Ferguſon ; and 
though Lord Ruſſell was preſent, he did not 
Join 1n the converſation. On his further ex- 
amination he ſaid, that Lord Ruſſell joined in 
the converſation reſpeting the riſing at 
Taunton, but was unable to particularize 
any part of that converſation. Could 1 remem- 
ber but one meeting. 
_ " Sheppard proved that the priſoner, with 
' the others mentioned in the indictment, had 
met twice at his houſe ; but he knew little 
_ of their buſineſs ; but that a declaration had 
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been read, ſetting forth the grievances of the 
nation ; he could not fay that Lord Ruſſell 
was preſent at the reading of the declaration, 
though he was when they talked of ſeizing 
the guards. Could not be politive that his 
Lordſhip was preſent at both the meetings. | 

Lord Howard gave a very long deſultory 


account of the buſineſs, entering minutely 


into Lord Shafteſbury's plan of an infurrec- 


tion, which, he confeſſed, had been very 


much impeded by the caution of Lord Ruſ- 
ſell. He gave a great deal of hearſay evi- 


dence from the conver fations of Shafteſbury 
and Monmouth, but confeſſed ©£ that he 


never had any cloſe conjun&tion of counſels 
with Lord Ruflell :”—all which, the Lord 
Chief Juſtice obſerved, and declared to the 
Jury, did not affect the priſoner. 

His Lordſhip went on to prove the eſta- 


bliſhment of a club, confiſting of Monmouth, 


Eſſex, Rufſfell, Hambden, Sidney, and him- 
felf; that they had one meeting at the houſe 
of Lord Ruſſell, on the fubje& of forming 
an intercourſe with Scotland, which was to 
be entruſted to the care of Sidney. 
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Attor. Gen. You ate ſure ny Lord Ruſ- 


ſell was there ? 


Howard, Yes, Sir ; ; wiſh I rig "i he 
was not. 


 Attor. Gen. Did he ſit they as a ; eypher ; 
— What did my Lord ay ? 


Howard. Every one knows my Lord Ruſ- 


; ſell i ISA perſon of great judgement, and not 


very laviſh in his diſcourſe. - 
Fefferies. But did he conſent ? 
Howard. We did not put it to the vote, 


| but it went without contradiction, and I took 


St that all there gave their conſent —We 
were not choſen by community, but did 
erect ourſelves by mutual agreement one with 
another into this ſociety. 7 

Ruſſell had too much candour to deny 


| this meeting ; but aſſerted that there was no 
| debate on any ſuch ſubject as the noble Lord 


had ſworn. to, © Lord Howard (continued 
he) is a man that hath a valuable tongue, 
talks very well, and is full of diſcourſe, and 
we were delighted to hear him. 

Mr. We/t declared, that he never had any 
converſation at all with - Lord Ruſſell ; but 
had-beard that his Lordſhip intended to go 


"4 
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down and take his poſt in the weſt, had not. 


Trenchard failed them. 

'The Lord Chief Juſtice obſerved, that 
what Col. Rumſey or Mr. Ferguſon might 
have told Weſt, could not be received as evi- 
dence. But the Attorney General faid, that 


though it was not evidence to convict a man 
If there was not plain evidence before, yet it 
plainly confirmed what the others had ſworn. 


— And here the evidence cloſed for the 
crown... | 
Pemberton, then addrefling himſelf to 


' Lord Ruſſell, ſaid, I would put your Lord- 
ſhip in mind of thoſe things that are material 
In this caſe, and proved againſt your Lord- 
ſhip :—Here is Colonel Rumſey does prove. 


acainſt your Lordſhip this : that he was ſent 


_ upon an errand, which in truth was traite= 
Tous; it was a traiterous errand ſent from my 

| Lord Shafteſbury by him to that meeting 2 
| he does ſwear your Lordſhip was at that 


meeting, and he ' delivered his errand to 


them, which was to know what account 
_ could be given concerning the deſign of the 
inſurrection at Taunton ; and he ſays, your 
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Lordſhip being there, this return was made, 
—that Mr. Trenchard had failed them in 
his undertaking i in the buſineſs, and there- 
fore my Lord Shafteſbury muſt be contented, 
and fit down fatisfied as to that time. Mr, 
| Sheppard does likewiſe ſpeak of the ſame 
time that your Lordſhip was there with the 
reſt of the perſons, the Duke and others : 
_ that there was a diſcourſe concerning an in- 
ſurrection to have been made (though he is 
| Not ſo particular as to the very notion of it, 
_ as Colonel Rumſey is) as to the time they 
do agree, Mr. Sheppard does fay, there 
was 2 paper, purporting a declaration, then 
read among the company there, which was 
to be printed upon the riſing, ſetting forth 
_ the oppreſſions and grievances of the nation : 
and then my Lord Howard comes particu- 
larly to your Lordſhip, and fays, that ſix of 
you as a choſen council amongſt yourſelves 
did undertake to manage the great matter of 
the inſurrection, and raifing of men in order 
to ſurpriſe the King's guards, and for to 
riſe, which is a rebellion in the nation. He 
ſays that you had ſeveral conſults concerning 
' it, I told you the ſeveral particulars of 
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thoſe conſults he mentioned ; now it 1s fit. 
for your Lordſhip, and it is your time to 


_ give ſome anſwer to theſe things. 


{ Lord Ruſſell requeſted to know on what 
| S Ratute he was indicted ; for if on the 1 2th of 
} _ Charles the Second, the time preſcribed by 
it for proſecution, fix months, was elapſed, 
which deſtroyed Rumſey's evidence :—and 
if on the 2 5th of Edward the Third, a deſign 


20 levy war would not amount to treaſon, 
unleſs rendered manifeſt by ſome overt-act. 
The Attorney-General replied that he was 


indited on the latter ; adding, according to. 


the rules of law-logic, that a defign to de- 
poſe the King, to impriſon him, or raiſe his 
ſubjects againſt him, were within that ſta- 
tute, and evidence of a #; gh. to Kill the 
King. 

| In adhering to the letter of the laws of 
1 England, it was difficult to conſtitute the 
crime of treaſon. Acccording to the famous 
ſtatute of Edward the Third, there are two 
| ſpecies of it *t—the intention or attempt ts 
take away the King's life, and the actual at- 
tempt to make war againſt him. According 
to a ſtatute of Mary, either of theſe crimes 
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muſt be proved by the concurrent teſtimony 
of two evidences, with regard to any act 
tending to ſuch purpoſe. The refinement of 
the lawyers rendered the definition leſs limit-_ 
ed, and conſequently the proof more eaſy, 
« The lawyers, {ſays Ra/ph) were fo ſenſi. 
ble of the many flaws in this proceeding, 
notwithſtanding all the arts uſed to hide 
them, that they were conſtrained to appeal 
to common ſenſe, which is ever the laſt 
thing they do, whether the death of the 
King was not implied in the attempt to ſeize 
the guards; whereas the Jury have nothing 
to do with imphcation; and nothing can be 
more irreconcileable to common ſenſe than 
to {uppole that a law, enacted purpoſely to 
reſtrain and limit the interpretation of trea- 
| ſons, as that of Edward III. notoriouſly was, 
ſhould authorize any attempt of any kind, 
' out of Parliament, to enlarge and multiply 
them. And though it might be the obvious 
intereſt of venal counſel, bene placrto judges, 
and proſtitute courtiers, to hunt down an 
obnoxious man; 1t 1s ſomewhat hard to gueſs 
_ why twelve of the people, who were equally 
doncerned with the priſoner himſelf in the 
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preſervation of civil and religious liberty, 


which was unqueſtionably the great point for 


which he expoſed himſelf to ſuch mighty 


hazards, ſhould fo far reſign their reaſon into 
the hands of the court, as to accommodate 


their verdict to the ſubtleties of the lawyers, 
rather than the naked matter of fact, and the 


obligation of their own oath. But in ſpeak- 
ing of motives, we cannot be too modeſt ; 
nor do theſe men want advocates, who num- 


bered them among the good and faithful ſer- 
vants of the crown, for having doomed to 


death one of the beſt and noblejt of their fellow 
ſubjects.” 


The witneſſes called by Lord Ruſſell, 


were Lord Angleſey and Mr, Edward How- 
ard, The evidence of the former, a noble- 


man much advanced in years, was rejected. 
by Jefferies, as being only hear-/ay, and 


| therefore needleſs to be repeated. The latter 
3s here given verbatim, as it tends to elucidate. 


the character of Lord Howard, the chief 


_ evidence for the crown, 


Mr. Howard. 1 muſt defire to ſay ſome- 
of myſelf and my family : my Lord Howard 


and ] have been very intimate, not only ag 
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_ relations, but as dear friends, My Lord, f 
have been of a family known ' to | have great 
reſpe& and duty for the King, and I think 
there is no family in the nation ſo numerous, 
that hath 'expreſſed greater loyalty ; upon 
which account I improved my intereſt in my 
Lord. Howard; I endeavoured, - upon the 
great miſunderſtanding of the nation (if he 
be here he knows it) to perſuade him to. ap- 
ply himſelf to the King, to ſerve him in that 
great difhculty of ſtate, which is known to 
all the world. I ſometimes found my Lord 
very forward, and ſometimes I ſoftened him ; 
_ Upon which partly, and upon his erin; 
and more upon my own inclination of duty, 
{4 made ſeveral applications ta miniſters of 
ſtate (and I can name them) that my Lord 
Howard had a great defire of ſerving the 
King in the beſt way of fatisfattion,” and 
particularly in the great buſineſs of his bro- 
ther : I wondered there ſhould be ſo much 
ſharpneſs for a matter of opinion, and I told 
my Lord ſo: I do fay this before I come to 
the. thing. After this I did, partly by tris 

permiſſion, and partly by my own inclina- | 
tion to ſerve the King, becauſe I thought 


& 
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my Lord Howard to be a man of paſts, and 


ſaw him 2 man that had intereſt in the nation, 
tell my Lord Feverſham, that I had prevailed 
with a relation of mine, that perhaps he_ 


might ſerve the King in this great difficulty 


that is emergent, and particularly that of his 


| brother, My Lord Feverſham did receive 


it very kindly, and I writ a letter to him to. 
Jet him know how I had foftened my Lord, 


and that it was my deſire he ſhould ſpeak 
with my Lord at Oxon. My Lord Fever- 


ſham gave me a very kind account when he 


came again, Upon this ground I had of 


my Lord's kindneſs, ] applied myſelf to my 


Lord in this preſent ifſue on the breaking 
out of this plot. My Lord, I thought cer- 
tainly, as near as I could diſcern him {for he 
took it upon his honour, his faith, and as 
much as if he had taken an oath before a 


magiſtrate) that he knew nothing of any man. 


_ concerned in this buſineſs, and particularly 


of my Lord Ruſſell, <0hom he vimaicated with 


all the honour in the world. My Lord, it is 
true, was afraid of his own perſon, and as a 
friend and a relation, I concealed him in my 


Q 
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houſe, and did not think it was for ſuck a 
conſpiracy, but I thought he was unwilling 
to go to the Tower for nothing again. So 
that if my Lord Howard has the ſame ſoul on 
Monday that he had on Sunday, this cannot be 
zrue that he ſwears againſt my Lord Ruſlell, 
This I fay upon my reputation and honour r 
and ſomething I could ſay more: he added, 
he thought my Lord Ruflell did not only 
unjuſtly ſuffer, but he took God and man to 
witneſs he thought him the worthieft perſon 
mn the world. I am very ſorry to hear any 
one of my name ſhould be guilty of theſe 
things. 
__ Dr. Burnet wins called nid, my Lord 
Howard was with me the night after the plot 
broke out, and he did then, as he had done_ 
before, with hands and eyes lifted up to Hea- 
ven, ſay, he knew nothing of any plot, nor 
believed any ; and treated it with ſcorn and 
contempt. Rs 
The Duke of Somerſet, Lord | Carcodith, 
Dr. 'TwMlotfon, Dr. Cox, Lord: Clifford, 
Mr. Leveſon Gower, Mr. Spencer, and 
Dr. F tavilliam, all {poke ot Lord Ruſlcll 
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as one of the moſt amiable and moſt inoffen- 
ſive of men, 


Lord Ruſſel then addreſſed the fa! to the 


' following effe& :— That his heart had ever 
| been fincerely loyal and affeQionate to the 
King and government, which he thought the. 


beſt governmeht in the world ; that he prayed 
as fincerely for his Majeſty's long and happy 


: life as any man alive ; that therefore there was | 


no likelihood that he ſhould endeavour to 


raiſe a rebellion, which he looked upon both 
as wicked and impracticable ; that he had 
never deſired any thing to be redrefſed but in 
in a parliamentary and legal way ; that he 
had always been againſt innovations, and all 


irregularity whatſoever, and ſhould be as long 
as he lived, be his life long or ſhort, ©* I call 
heaven and earth to witneſs, (ſaid he) that 


1 never had a deſign againſt the King's life.” 


"The Solicitor- General proceeded to reca- 


pitulate the evidence againſt the priſoner ; 


laying, as is uſual, the utmoſt ſtreſs upon 


even the moſt trivial circumſtance. In or- 
der to invalidate the teſtimony of thoſe who 


had given ſuch a reſpeRable character of 


- 
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Lord Ruſſell, he obſerved, *©£* Lord Ruſlel) 
| was but a man, and that men fell by various 
temptations ;—ſome out of revenge, ſome by 
malice, fall into ſuch offences as theſe ; my 
Lord is not of this temper ; but, Gentlemen, 
there is another great and dangerous tempta- 
tion that attends people in his circumſtances, 
whether it be pride or ambition, or the ſe- 
ducing ſnare of popularity, being cried up as 
the patron of liberty. | This is the only way 
to tempt perſons of virtue ;—and the devil 
knew it when he tempted the pattern of vir- 
tue. Though he be a perſon of virtue, I 
am afraid oe AT"_ have prevailed 
with my Lord. 

The morning > of Lord Ruſſell s trial, the 
Earl of Eſſex was found with his throat cut 
in the Tower. Hawles ſays, © my Lord 
was killed, or to be killed, that morning. 
The Court party was ſenſible the evidence 
againſt Lord Ruſſell was very defeCtive, and 
that accident was to help it out. Immediate 
notice was ſent to the Old Bailey, that in the 
worſt ſenſe uſe might be made of it by the 
King's Counſel, Accordingly Jefferies made 
an infolent declamation full of fury and inde- 
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cent invective ; turning the untimely fate of 
Eſſex into a proof of his conſciouſneſs of the 
conſpiracy. PE TE wk 


The Jury having brought in their verdi& _ 


Guilty of the ſaid High Treaſon, Lord Ruſ- 


ſell defired the indidtment to be read ; and 


in arreſt of judgement, objected to the words 


' which charged him with conſpiring the 


King's death; he obſerved, very truly, that 
nothing of that nature had been proved 


againſt him, and conſequently that judge- 
ment ought not to paſs on him. Treby, the 


Recorder of London, who had long laboured 
In the cauſe of liberty, had the meanneſs to 


ſubmit to the drudgery of arguing againſt the 


_ arreſt, rather than lay down his office, ' of 
which he was nevertheleſs ſoon after depriv- 
ed. He replied to the objection, that it came 
too late; that it ought to have been made 
| before the verdict ; that if the evidence fell 
{ſhort of the charge, he ſhould have pointed 
it out to the jury; for in ſuch a caſe they 
_ could not have found it a true charge, but 


that when they had found it, their verdict 


_ paſſed for truth. 
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31) AnzcpoTEs of Tur 
The unhappy priſoner replied, that he 
thought it very hard to be condemned on a 
point that was in no one circumſtance made _ 
good by evidence ; he again inſiſted that he 
might therefore legally demand an arreſt of 
judgement. 

. The Recorder had again recourſe to eva- 
fion, and begged his Lordſhip to conſi- 
der, that it was not the Court, but the 
Jury who were anſwerable for the verdict ; 
that in virtue of that verdict the King's At. 
| torney-General had demanded judgement, 
| which the Court could not refuſe him ; and 
| that therefore he muſt proceed to paſs ſen- 
tence, Which he accordingly did in the uſual 
forms. = | 
The many illegal hardſhips and great in- 
juſtice which Lord Ruſſell experienced, have 
been admirably ſhewn by the learned pens 
| of the Lord Chief Baron Athyns, Sir Fohn 
_ Hales, Mr. : Acherly, Lord Delamere, Mr. 
Coke, &c.—Rapin, in relating theſe events, 
 fays,—* the ſentence was conſidered by all 
who had any ſenſe of ſhame left, as the moſt 
crying injuſtice ever known in England; for 
Lord Ruſſell was condemned for words 
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ſpoke in his hearing, which in England can 


never paſs for treaſon.” —Acherly ſays, the 


crime charged upon his Lordſhip was only 
miſpriſion of treaſon. —Delamere, that it did 


not come within the ſtatute on which the in-_ 


ditment was founded ; therefore, he ought 


to have been acquitted, —Burnet calls him 2. 


great but innocent victim, facrificed to the 


NSD of a party :—and Ralþh ſtyles him @ 


martyr for the true religion and liberties of his 


country. 


The ſame hiſtorian proceeds to obſerve, 


_ that Ruſſell not having truſted Ruwmſey, and 


| having forgot the diſcourſe at Sheppard's, 
did not care to think himſelf in danger, or 


that he ovght to give the courtiers an oppor- 
tunity to urge that his flight was a confeflion 
of his guilt, Why, of all the four that were 
' committed to the Tower, Lord Ruſſell was 
pitched upon to be the firſt facrifice, may 
furniſh matter for enquiry, without pro- 
ducing any fatisfactory concluſion.—It may 
be urged by ſome, that of the whole fattion, 

this Lord was the moſt eminent for the fim- 
_ plicity of his manners and the purity of his 

life ; that he had diſtinguiſhed himſelf moſt 
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| by his zeal againſt popery, and for the exclu- 
fion of a popiſh heir; and that he was the 


moſt formidable, both on account of the-vaſt 
property he poſſeſſed and was heir. to, and. 
the intereſt he had among the people, _ 

Aﬀter the condemnation, Charles was 
ſtrongly ſolicited in favour of Lord Rufſell. 


| Even money to the amount of one hundred 
thouſand pounds was offered to Louiſa de 


Querouaille, Ducheſs of Portſmouth, (mo- 
ther of the Duke of Richmond) and favorite 


miſtreſs of the King .—but Charles was in- 


exorable, He dreaded the principles and 


popularity of this nobleman, and reſented 


his former aCivity in promoting the Bill of 
Excluſion ;—in that view, fays Hume, his 


popularity, his humanity, his juſtice, his 


very virtues became fo many .crimes, and 
were uſed as arguments againſt ſparing him: 
— Indeed, continues this hiſtorian, the in- 
tegrity and virtuous intentions, rather than 
the capacity of this unfortunate nobleman, 
ſeem to have been the ſhining parts of his 
character, 

So determined was the reſentment and in- 


exorability of Charles on this occaſion, that 
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he could continue. unmoved even by a more 
affeQting ſolicitation than is requiſite to ex- 
cite compaſſion in a heart of common ſenſi. 
bility. The amiable and accompliſhed Lady 


Ruſſell threw herſelf at his feet, to aſk mercy 
for her huſband and her child. —She pleailed 


with many tears, the merits and loyalty of 
her father, as an atonement, for thoſe errors 


' into which honeſt and virtnous, however 


miſtaken principles had ſeduced her huſband. 
But her ſupplications were loſt upon the 
hardened heart of the Royal Profligate ; and 


the only condeſcenſion that could be obtained 


by the importunity of friendſhip, was a mi- 


| tigation of the ignoble part of the ſentence 
| into that of beheading ;—** merely, as he 
| fHaid, to ſhew Lord Ruſſell that he could ill 


exercife the Royal Prerogative.” 
Finding that all ſupplications were in vain, 
his Lordſhip ſubmitted to his fate with the ut- 
molt fortitude and reſignation. He had often 
declared that he preferred a violent death to 
any other, becauſe that after being expoſed 


a few minutes to the eyes of the populace, 


every thing was over. Lady Rachael took 
ee hf, 
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leave of her huſband without ſhedding a tear ; 
' while, as he parted from her, he turned to 
thoſe around him; ** and HOW; ſaid he, the 
bitterneſs of death is over.” The ſcaffold for 
his execution was erected in Lincoln's-Inn 
Fields, where he was attended by Dr. Til- 
lotſon, afterwards Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
_ and Dr, Burnett, afterwards Biſhop of Saliſ- 
bury. A little before the Sheriffs conducted 
him to the ſcaffold, he wound up his watch ; 
—*< I have now done with time, faid he, and 
muſt henceforth think of eternity. , we - 
preſented his watch, when on the ſcaffold, 
to Mr. Andrew T;, anton, a gentleman who 
held ſome office in his houſehold, and who 
enjoyed the confidence of his noble maſter. 
He was probably the ſame perſon to whom 
the imperfect pannel of Lord RuſfleIl's Jury 
had ben delivered, previous to his triat, and 
of which his Lordſhip ſo juſtly complained, 
| From a perfonal allufion made on the trial, 
which agrees with a picture of him lately 
exhibited at a public fale, we ground this 
opinion. To the watch was an appendage 
of a leal ſet in gold ; repreſenting a perſon 
on horſeback, and which we were ſtrongly 
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induced to believe, on viewing it, had been 


deſigned for a reſemblance of the Earl of 


Bedford, Lord William's father. The ſeal 
was to be diſpoſed of at the above fale. 


Afﬀeer the mournful ceremony of parting 


with his friends, his Lordſhip laid his head 
on the block without the leaſt change of 
countenance, and at two ſtrokes it was 
ſevered from his body. He died like a 


Chriſtian Hero, without ſhewing the leaſt 


weakneſs, though ſurrounded by a populace 
drowned in tears. 

— The following Epiltle ſuppoſed to have 
_ written as the title announces, poſſeſſes ſuch a 
high degree of poetical merit, that we could 
not refuſe ourſelves the pleaſure of giving it 


a place ſo very appropriate ;—-we do not re. 
_ Colle ever to have ſeen it in any other than 


a manuſcript ſtate; but though we ſhould be 
. miſtaken on that point, we are convinced 
that it has never been in general circulation; 
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Ax EPISTLE 
FROM 
Lord WILLIAM RUSSELL, 


Lord WILLIAM CAVENDISH, 


Written Fuly 20, 1683, the night before his EXECUTLO \ Fl 


—— 


CE 
— 
hand 


LOST to the world, to-morrow doom'd to dic, 
'Stil! for my country's weal my heart beats high : 
Tho! rattling chains ring peals of horror round, 
While night's black ſhades augment the ſavage ſound : 
*Midft bolts and bars che ative ſoul is free, | 
And flies, unfetter'd, Cavendiſh, to thee ! 
' Thou dear companion of my better days, 
When hand in hand we trod the paths to praiſe ; 
When leagu'd with patriots we maintain'd the cauſe, 
Of true religion, liberty, and laws ; 
Diſdaining down the golden ſtream to glide, | 
But bravely ſtemm'd corruption's rapid tide SES 
' Think not I come to bid thy tears to flow, 
Or melt thy gen'rous ſoul with tales of woes 
No! view me firm, unſhaken, undiſmay'd, 


As when the welcome mandate I obey'd. 


Heav*ns ! with what pride the moment I recall ! 
Who wou'd not wiſh ſo honour'd thus to fall ? 
When England's genius, hov'ring o'er, inſpir'd 
Her choſen ſons, with love of freedom fir'd : 
(Spite of an abjeR, ſervile, penſion'd train, | 
Minions of pow'r, and worſhippers of gain, 
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To ſave from bigotry its deſtin'd prey, 

And ſhield three nations from tyrannic ſway : 

*Twas then my Cav'ndiſh caught the glorious flame, 

'The happy omen of his future fame, 

 Adorn'd by Nature, perfetted by Art, 

The cleareſt head, and warmeſt, nobleſt heart ;. 

His words deep finking in each captiv'd ear, 

Had pow'r to make e'en Liberty mere dear ; 

While I, unſkill'd in oratory's lore, 7 

Whoſe tongue ne'er ſpeaks but when the heart runs o'er, 

In plain blunt phraſe my honelt thoughts expreſs'd, 

Warm from the heart, and to the heart addreſs'd . 

Juſtice prevail'd—yes, Juſtice, let me ſay, 

Well poiz'd her ſcales on that auſpicious day , 

The watchful Shepherd ſpies the wolf afar, 

Nor truſts his flock to try th' unequal war : 

What tho? the favage. crouch in humble guiſe, 

And check the fire that flaſhes from his eyes ; 

Sheuld once his barb'rous fangs the fold invade, 

| Vain were their cries, too late the Shepherd's aid ; 

Thirſting for blood, he knows not how to ſpare, 

_ His jaws diftend, his fiery eye-balls glare ; 

While ghaftly defolation ſtalking round, 

With mangl'd limbs beſtrews the purple ground, 
Now mem'ry fail, nor let my mind revolve, 

How England's Peers annull'd the juſt reſolve, 

Againſt her boſom aim'd a deadly blow, 

And laid at once her great Palladium low. 

Degen'rate nobles! yes, by Heav'n, I ſwear, 

Had Bedford's felf appear'd delinquent there, 

And join'd, forgetful of his country's claims, 

To thwart the excluſion of apoſlate James, 
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All filial ties had then been left at large, 

And 1 myſelf the firſt to urge the charge. 

| Svcu the fix'd ſentiments that rule my ſoul, 

Time cannot change, nor tyranny controul ; 
While free they hung upon my* penſive brow, 
| Then my chief care, my pride and glory now : 
Foil'd I ſubmit, nor think the meaſure hard, 
For conſcious virtue 1s its own reward, 
| Vain then 15 force, and vain each ſubtle ark, 
To wring retraction from my tortur'd heart ; 

There lie, in marks indelible, engrav'd 

The means whereby my country may be ſav'd ; 

Are to thine eyes thoſe characters unknown ? 

To read my inmoſt thoughts, conſult thy own ; 
There wilt thou find this facred truth reveal'd, 
| Which ſhall to-morrow with my blood be ſeal'd, 

| Seek not infirm expedients to explore, 

But baniſh James, or England 1s no more. 

FRIENDSH1P her tender offices may ſpare, 

| Nor {trive to move the unforgiving pur : 

Hopeleſs the tyrant's mercy-ſeat to climb, 

Zeal for my country's freedom was my crime 

*Ere meet that pardon, lambs with wolves ſhall range, 
Charles bea ſaint, and James his nature change, 

| Paess'd by my friends, and Rachael's fond defires, 
{Who can deny what weeping love requires ?) 
Frailty prevail'd, and for a moment quell'd 
The indignant pride that in my boſom ſwell'd ; 
I ſu'd—the weak attempt I bluſh to own, - 

I fd for mercy proſtrate at the throne, 

Oh blot the foible out, my noble friend ! 
"With human firmneſs, buman feelings blend, 


When love's endearments ſofteſt moments ſeize, 
| And love's dear pledges hang upon the knees 
| When Nature's Arongeſt ties the ſoul enthral, 
(Thou can't conceive, for thou haſt felt them all,) . 
\ Tet him refiſt their prevalence who can : | 
He muſt, indeed, be more or Jeſs than man. 
Yzr let me yield my Rachael honour due, 
The tend'reſt wife, the nobleſt heroine too ; _ 
Anxious to fave her huſband's honeſt name, 
Dear was his life, but dearer Rill his fame ; 
When ſupplant pray*rs no pardon cou'd obtain 3 
And, wond'rous ſtrange ! &en Bedford's gold prov'd vain 5 
"Th informer's part her genzrous ſoul abhorc'd, 
Tho? life preſery'd had been the ſure reward, 
Let impious Howard att ſuch treach'rous ſcenes, 
And ſhrink from death by ſuch approbrious meas, 
O av lov'd Rachael, name for ever dear, 
Nor writ, nor ſpoke, nor thought, without a tear 3 
Whoſe heav'nly virtues and unfading charms, | 
Have bleſs'd through happy years my peaceful arms ;_ 
Parting with Thee, into my cup was thrown 
Its harſheſt dregs, elſe had not forc'd a groan : 
"But all is o'er—theſe eyes have gaz'd their laſt, - 
And now the bitterneſs of death is palt. 
Borwxgrr and T1r10Ts0ON, with pious care, 
My fleeting ſoul for heav*nly bliſs prepare ; 
Wide to my view the glorious realms diſplay, 
Pregnant with joy, and bright with endleſs aay 3 
_ Charm'd as of old, when Iſrael's Prophet ſung, 
| Whoſe words diſtill'd like manna from his tongue 3 
While the great. Bard ſublimeſt truths explor'd, 
Each raviſh'd hearer wonder'd and ador'd ; 
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So rapt, ſo charm'd, my ſoul begins to 7A 
|  Spurnsthe baſe earth, and ſecms to reach the ſkies, 
But when deſcending from the ſacred theme | 
- Of boundleſs pow'r and excellence ſupreme, 
They would for man and his precarious throne 
ExaQt obedience due to heav*n alone ; 

| Forbid reſiſtance to his worſt commands, . 
And place God's thunderbolts in mortal hands :—= 
| The viſion ſinks to life's contrafted ſpan, 

And rifing paſſion ſpeaks me {till a man. 

Wuar ! ſhall a tyrant trample on the laws, | 
And flop the ſource whence all his pow'r he draws ; 
His country's rights te foreign foes betray, 

Laviſk for wealth, yet ſtipulate for pay ; 

'To ſhameful falſchoods venal ſlaves ſuborn, 

And dare to laugh the virtuous rhan to ſcorn : 

Deride religion, juſtice, honour, fame, 

| And hardly know of honeſty the name ;— 

In luxury's lap lie ſcreen'd from cares and pains, 
And only toil to forge his ſubjefts? chains : 

And ſhall he hope the public voice to drown ? 

The voice which gave and can reſume his crown. 
When confcience bears her horrors, and the dread 

Of ſudden vengeance burſting o'er his head, 

Wrings his black ſoul, when imur'd nations groan, 
And cries of millions ſhake his tott'ring throne : 

Shall flatt'ring churchmen ſooth his guilty ears, 

With tortur'd texts, Pappeaſe his growing fears ? 

Exalt his pow'r above the etherial climes, 

And call down Heav'n to ſanthfy his crimes ; © 

Oh impious doftrine ! ſervile prieſts away, 

Your Prince you pozſon, and your God betray, 
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"HaeLess the monarch, who, in evil hour, : 
Drinks from your cup the draught of lawleſs power 3 ; 
The magic potion boils within his veins, 
| And locks each fenſe in adamantine chains : 
| Reaſon revolts, infatiate thirſt enſues, 
The wild delirium each freſh draught renews z 
In vam his people urge him to refrain, I 
His faithful ſervants ſupplicate in vain z _ 
| He quaſfs at length, impatient of controul, 
The bitter dregs that Iurk within the bowl. 


ZEAL your pretence, but wealth and pow'r your amr, 1 
You e&'n could make a Solomon of James ; Þ 
Behold the pedant thran'd in aukward ſlate, | Co: A 

 Abſorb'd in pride, ridiculouſly: greatz ——© EY 
His courtiers ſeem to tremble at his nod, | ". 
His Prelates call his voice the voice of God, | 5 '# 
| Weakneſs and vanity with them combine, PD i } 
And James believes his Majeſty divine. Eds [4 ; 
Preſumptuous wretch ! Almighty pow'r to ſcan, OS NF 
When ev'ry ation proves thee lefs than man, 3 l 


By your deluſions to the ſcaffold led, 
Martyr'd by you a Royal Charles has bled ; 2 
Teach then, ye ſycophants, O teach his ſon | | "Ii 


The gloomy paths of tyranny to ſhun ; F 
Teach him to prize religion's ſacred claim, 4 | 
"Teach him how virtue leads to honeſt fame z | 'þ 


How freedom's wreath a monarch's brows adorns, 
Nor, baſely fawning, plank his couch with thorns, | 
4 Point to- his view his people's love alone, | | "F70 4 
I The ſolid baſis of the ſRedfait throne ; 3 
Choſen by them, their deareſt rights to guard, | 
The bad to puniſh, and the good reward ; 
©, 8) 
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| Clement and Juſt, let him the ſceptre ſway, 

And willing ſubjefts ſhall with pride obey 3 

Shall vie to execute his juſt commands, | 

His throne their hearts, his ſword and ſhield their TIEY | 
Hayy the Prince, thrice firmly fix'd his crown, 

Who builds on public good his chaſte renown ; 

Studious to bleſs, who knows no ſecond aim, 

His people's intereſt and his own the ſame, 

The eaſe of millions reſts upon his cares, 

- And thus heav'ns high prerogatives he ſhares, 

| Wide from the throne the bleſt contagion ſpreads, 

: Ofer all the land its gladd'ning influence ſheds ; 
Faftion's diſcordant ſounds are heard no more, 
And foul Corruption flies th? indignant ſhore ; 

His Miniſters with joy their courſes run, 

And borrow luſtre from the Royal ſun. | 
Bur ſhould ſome upſtart, train'd in ſlav'ry's (choob | 

Learn'd in the maxims of deſpotic rule, | 

Full fraught with forms, and grave pedantic pride, 

Myſterious cloak the mind's defetts to hide ; 

Sordid in ſmall things, prodigal in great, 

Saving for minions, ſquand'ring for the ſlate :— 

Should ſuch a naſcreant, born for England's bane, 


Obſcure the glories of a proſp'rous reign ; 


Gain, by the ſemblance of each praiſeful art, 
A pious Prince's unfuſpetting heart ; | 
Envious of worth and talents not his own, 

_ Chaſe all experienc'd merit from the throne : 
To guide the helm a motley crew compoſe, 
 Servile to him, the King and country's foes ; 
Meanly deſcend each paltry: place to fill, 
With tools of pow'r and panders to his will ; 
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Brandiſhing high the ſcorpion ſcourge o'er all 
_ Except ſuch ſlaves as bow the knee to Baal. 

| Should Albion's fate decree the baneful hour, 
Short be the date of his deteſted pow'r; 

Soon may his ſov'reign break his iron rods, 
And hear his people,—for their voice is God's, 


Cxass then your wiles, ye Th courtiers, ceaſe, 


Suffer your rulers to repoſe in peace ;— | 

By reaſon led, give proper names to things, 

| God made them men, the people made them Kings 3 
To all their afts but legal pow'rs belong, 

Thus England's Monarch never can do wrong, 
Of right divine let fooliſh Filmer dream, | 
The public welfare is the law ſupreme, 

Lives there a wretch, whoſe baſe, degen'rate ſoul, 
| Can crouch beneath a tyrants ſtern controul }. 
Cringe to his nod, ignobly kiſs the hand 
In galling chains that binds his native land ; 
Purchas'd by gold, or aw'd by flaviſh fear, 
Abandon all his anceſtors held dear: © 
Tamely behold that fruit of glorions toil, 

England's great charter, made a ruffian's ſpoil ; 
Hear, unconcern'd, his injur'd country's groan, | 

| Nor firetch an arm to hurl him from the throne,— 
Let ſuch to freedom forfeit all their claims, 

And Charles's minions be the flaves of - James, 

But ſoft a while—Now Cavendiſh attend 

The warm effuſions of thy dying friend ; 

Fearleſs wha dares his inmoſt thoughts reveal, 

When thus to Heav'n he makes his laſt appeal !— 


Arr Gracious God, whoſe goodneſs knows no bounds, 


Whoſe pow'r the ample ugiverſe ſurrounds ; 
S 2 
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In whoſe great balance, infinitely juft, 
Kings are but men, and men are only duſt ; 
At thy tribunal low thy ſuppliant falls, TT 
And here condemn'd on Thee for mercy calls ; 
Thou hear'ſt not, Lord, an hypocrite complain, 
And ſure with thee hypocriſy were vain 3 x 
'To thy all-piercing eye the heart lies bare, jo. | 
Thou know'ſt my fins, and knowing Qtill can'ſt ſpare. 
| Tho! partial pow'r its miniſters, may awe, 
And murder here by ſpecious forms of law; - 
The axe which executes the barſh decree, 
Wounds but the fleſh to ſet the ſpirit free 2 
Well may the man a tyrant's frowns deſpiſe, 
Who, ſpurning earth, to heav'n for refuge flies, 
| And on thy mercy, when his foes prevail, | 
| Builds his firm truſt—that rock ſhall nev'r fall, DS: os 
| Hear then, Jehovah, hear thy ſervant's pray'rs ; 
'Be England's welfare thy peculiar care 3 7 3 | 
Defend her laws, her worſhip chaſteand pure, _ 
And guard her rights while earth and heav'n endure, 
And, O, let never fell tyrannic ſway, © 
His blood ſtain'd ftandard on her ſhore diſplay : 
Nor fiery zeal uſurp thy holy. name, | 
Blinded with blood, and rapt in rolls of flame, 
In vain let Slav'ry ſhake her threat'ning chain, 
| And Perſecution wave her torch in vain, 
Ariſe, O Lord ! and hear thy people's call, 
Nor'for one man let three great kingdoms fall. 
O that my blood may glut the barb'rous rage 
Of Freedom's foes, and England's ills aſſuage 3 
Grant but that pray'r, I aſk for no repeal, - 
A willing victim to my country's weal ; 
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With rapt'rous joy the crimſon fiream ſhall flow, 
| And my heart leap to meet the friendly blow. 
 __ Bvr ſhould the fiend, tho? drench'd with human gore, 
_ Dire Bigotry, inſatiate, thirſt for more, 
And arm'd from Rome, ſeek this devoted land, 
Death in her eyes, and bondage in her hand ; 
Blaſt her fell purpoſe, blaſt her fond defires, 
Break ſhort her ſword, and quench her horrid fires ; 
' Raiſe up ſome champion, zealous to maintain 
The ſacred compaQt by which monarchs reign ; 
Wiſe to foreſee all dangers from afar, 
And brave to-meet the thunders of the war 2 
Let pure religion, not to forms confin'd, 
And love of freedom fill his gen'cous mind ; 
Warm let his breaſt with ſparks celeſtial glow, 
Benign to man, the tyrant's deadly foe. | 
While ſinking nations reſt upon his arm, 
' Do Thou, thou great deliv'rer, ſhield from harm ; 
Inſpire his councils, and his righteous ſword, 
*Till Albion rings with Liberty reſtor'd ; 
 Thence let her years in bright ſucceſſion run, 
And Freedom reign co-eval with the ſun, 

*Tis done, my Cav*ndiſh,—Heav'n has heard my pray'r ;— 
So ſpeaks my heart, for all is rapture there. 
To Belgia's coaſt advert thy raviſh'd eyes, 
That happy coaſt whence all your hopes ariſe ; 
Behold thy Prince, perhaps thy future King, 
From whoſe green years maturelt bleſſings ſpring ; 
Whoſe youthful arm, when all-o'er-whetming pow'e 
Ruthleſs march'd forth, his country to devour, 
With firm brac'd nerves repell'd the brutal force, 
And ſlopp'd th' unwieldy giant in his courſe, 
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Great William hail ! who ſceptres could deſpiſe, 
And ſpurn a crown with unretorted eyes :— 
 O when will Princes learn to copy thee, 
And leave mankind, as heav'n ordained them—rrzx 2 
Haſte, mighty Chief, our injur'd rights reſtore, 
| Quick ſpread thy ſails for Albion's longing ſhore. 
Haſte, mighty Chief, e'er millions groan enſlav'd, 
 Andadd three realms to one already fav'd. *þ 
While Freedom lives, thy mem'ry ſhall be dear, 
And reap freſh honours each returning year z 
Nations preſerv'd ſhall yield immortal fame, 
| And endleſs ages bleſs thy glerious name, 
Then ſha'l my Cav'ndiſh, foremoſt in the held, 
| By juſtice arm'd, his ſword conſpicuous wield ; 
_ While willing legions eroud around his carr, 
And ruſh impetuous to the righteous war 2 
On that great day be ev'ry chance defy'd, 
And think thy Ruffell combats by thy fide ; 
-" Nor; crown'd with victory, ceaſe thy gen'rous toi}, 
*T ill firmeſt peace ſecures this happy iſle. | 
'Nr'ex let thine honeſt open heart believe 
| Profeſſions ſpecious, form'd but to deceive z 
Fear may extort them, when reſources fail, 
But, oh, reject the baſe, the latt'ring tale } 
Think not that promiſes or oaths can bind 
With ſolemn ties a Rome-devoted mind 3 
Which yields to all the holy juggler faith, 
And deep imbibes the bloody-damning faith, 
What! though the bigot raiſe to heav'n his eyes, 
And call th* Almighty witneſs from the ſkies; 
Soon as the wiſh'd occaſion he explores, 


To plant the Roman croſs on England's ſhores, 
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Al all will vaniſh ; while his prieſts applaud, 
And ſaint the perjurer for the pious fraud, 
Far let him fly theſe freedom breathing climes, 


And ſeek proud Rome, the folt'rer of his crimes ; $ 


There let him ſtrive to mount the papal chair, 

And ſcatter empty thunders in the air ; 

Grimly preſide in Superſtition's ſchool, 

And curſe thoſe kingdoms he cou'd never rule, 

Here let me pauſe, and bid the world adieu, 

While heav'ns bright manſions open to my view. 
Yer llill one care, one tender care remains, 

My bounteous friend, relieve a father's pains. 

Watch o'er my ſon, inform his waxing youth, 

And mould his mind to virtue and to truth ; 

Soon let him learn fair liberty to prize, 

 Andenvy him who for his country dies ; 

In ore ſhort ſentence to comprile the whole, 

Infuſe in his, the virtues of thy ſoul, 

Preſerve thy life my t00, too cen'rous friend, 

| Nox ſeek with mine thy happier fate to blend : 

. Live for thy country, live to guard her laws, 

Proceed and proſper in the glorious cauſe ; 

While I, tho' vanquiſh'd, {corn the field to fly, 

But doldly face my foes, and bravely die. 

 _ Lur princely Monmouth courtly wiles beware, 

Nor truſt too far to fond paternal care ; 

Too oft dark deeds deform the midnight cell, 

Heav'n only knows how noble Effex fell ! 

®idney yet lives, whoſe comprehenſive mind 

Ranges at large thro? ſyſtems unconfin'd , 

AWrant in himſelf he ſcorns the tyrant's pow'r, 

Lind kurls defiance even from the Tow't : 
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With tranquil li await mh? unjuſt Aderes, 
| And arm'd with virtue, 7 eks to follow me, 
Cav*ndiſh farewell !—-may fame our,names entwine, 
Thro? life I lov'd thee, dying I am thine 
With pious right let duſt to duſt be thrown, 

And thus inſcribe my monumental flone :— 

Herz RusSELL lies, enfranchis'd by the grave z 
He priz'd his birth-right, nor would be a flave : 
Few were his words, but honeſt and ſincere,  *' 
Dear were his friends, his country flill more dear ; 
Tn parents, children, wife, ſupremely bleſt, 

But that one pallion ſwallow'd all the reſt ; 

To guard her freedom was his only pride, 
Such was his love;and for that love he dy'dy 
Yet fear not thou, when liberty diſplays 

Her glorious flag, to ſtcer her courſe to praiſe, 
For know, (w tos er thou art that read'ſt his fate, 
And think'ſt, perhaps, his ſufffrings were too great) 
Bleſt as he was, at her imperial call, | 

Wife, children, parents, he reſigned them all ; 
Each fond affeftion then forſook his ſoul, 

And Amor Patrie occupied the whole, 

In that great cauſe he joy'd to meet his doom, 
Bles'd the keen axe, and trium ph'd o'er the tomb. 

THz hour draws near, but what are hours to me ? 

Hours, days, and years, hence undiſtinguiſh'd flee 3 
| Time and his glaſs unheeded paſs away, 
Abſorb'd and loſt in one vaſt flood of day, 
On Freedom's wings my foul 1s born on high, 
And foars exulting to 1s vative ſky, 
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| A ſhort retroſpe& to the fate of Rufſell's 


unhappy fellow ſufferers cannot be cenſured 
as wandering too far from the "gens of this 
work. 
The celebrated Algernon Staney, Ga to 
the Earl of Leiceſter, was the next victim. 
His extraordinary genius, his inſuperable 
_ courage, and his paſſion for liberty, gave 
him a diſtinguiſhed place among thoſe who 


reſiſted the deſpotiſm of Charles. —He had 
oppoſed the reſtoration of monarchy with the 


fame zeal that he had before oppoſed the 


uſurpation of Cromwell. Finding that his 
E-- oppoſition would be in vain, he withdrew i IN- 


| to Holland; but defirous of reviſiting his na= 
| tive country, he took the benefit of the a&t 
[of indemnity, and returned to England. He 


ſoon joined the country party, and warmly 


ſupported the Bill of Excluſion; oppoſing 


with all his intereſt and his iv: every 


- meaſure of the court, Howard was the only 

evidence againſt him ; but the law required 

two ;—to make out a ſecond witneſs, they 

had recourſe to a very extraordinary expedi- 

ent, In ranſacking his cloſet, ſome diſcourſes 
T_ 
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on government were found in his own hand- 
writing; containing, indeed, principles and 
ſentiments favourable to liberty, but in them- 
ſelves no way ſubverſive of a limited govern- 


ment, By overſtraining ſome of theſe, they 


were conſtrued into treaſon. In vain did 
Sidney repreſent, that the reſemblance of a 


hand-writing, a proof rejected in England, 
was the only evidence that thoſe works were 


his ; that they had never been publiſhed nor 
communicated to any perſon ; that they 


proved no recent conſpiracy, becauſe it was 
clear the writing was of an older date. All 


was in vain. His defence was over ruled ; 
the violent and inhuman Jefferies eaſily pre- 
vailed on a partial jury to pronounce him 
guilty, and his execution followed ſoon after. 

The trial of Hawbden came on next : but 
as there was nothing to affect his life, he 
was fined forty thouſand pounds. — Holloway 
and Sir Thomas RAOng both ſuffered 
death. 

The friends of the Duke of Meinnoath be- 


ing now dead, that nobleman wrote tw 
letters to the King, full of humility and ſub- 
_ mifſion. Of all thoſe who were concerned 
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in the late conſpiracy, ſcarce one eſcaped the 
ſeverity of the Court except Monmouth, who 
was was in fat the moſt culpable : ' but he 
was the favourite ſon of Charles, who now 
felt all his tenderneſs for him revive, He 
accepted of the guilty youth's ſubmiſſion, 
and permitted him to come to court. He 
even indulged him ſo far, that he was excuſ- 


ed from giving evidence againſt any of his _ 


friends : but was required to ſign a paper, 
owning the plot in general, and tacitly juſti- 


fying tbe evidence againſt thoſe who had ſuf= 45 
fered. Ina few days Monmouth repented — ol 
of the ſtep he had taken, and, with the _ Wh q 
oreateſt earneſtneſs intreated the King to re- 74 40k 
turn him the paper. Charles was fo highly CE "FH 
incenſed at his conduct, that he baniſhed him | =. 
from Court. Monmouth went into Holland, m8 


where the King continued to correſpond with 

him unknown to the Duke of - York, and 

privately to remit to him conſiderable ſums 
of money. 

The reader may perhaps wiſh to know the 

fate of a man who was once the darling of 

the Engliſh nation,—After engaging in a 
: / 7 
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rebellious and raſh enterprize againſt James 


the Second, he fled from the field of battle 
*till his horſe ſunk under him; he then 


exchanged cloaths with a ſhepherd; and 


- overcome with fatigue and hunger, he lay 
down in a field, where he covered himſelf with 


fern :—he was detected in this miſerable ſitu- 


ation with raw peaſe in his pocket, which he 


had gathered in the field to ſuſtain life.— 


James, willing to feaſt his eyes with the mi- 
ſeries of a fallen enemy, gave him an audience; _ 
but the ftern tyrant would not pardon his of- 
fence. He was followed to the ſcaffold by 
the compaſſion of the public. He warned 
the executioner not to fall into the fame er- 
ror that he had committed in beheading Lord 


Ruſſell, where it had been neceſlary to re- 
peat the blow. But this only increaſed the 
ſeverity of the puniſhment ; for ſuch was the 


trepidation of the man, that he made a 


feeble ſtroke, and the Duke raiſed his head, 
as if to reproach him—the man ſtruck again, 
and again without ſucceſs ;—he even threw 


down the axe, *till compelled by the Sheriff, 


and at two blows more the head was ſevered 


from the body, James might have fignalized 
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| his ldnacy 1 in the pardon of Monmouth.— 


but his heart was a ſtranger to every gene- 


rous feeling ;—Humanity revolts with hor- 


ror from the picture of thoſe times. 
In concluding theſe rather deſultory anec- 


dotes, we cannot avoid taking notice of a 
ſingular attempt made ſome years ago to in-= | 
jure Lord William Ruſſel. Sir Fohn Dalrym= 
ple's firſt Volume of © Memorrs of Great Bri- 

| tain, &c.” had entered ſomewhat fully into 


the hiſtory of the conſpiracy in which Ruſlell 


and the others had been engaged, and he 


had certainly paid a very juſt tribute of praiſe 
to his Lordſhip's virtues. But when the ſe- 


cond volume appeared, (for the furniſhing of 
which recourſe had been had to the Diſcovery = 


of an Old Trunk, ſaid to have been found in 


| Kenſington palce, and formerly to have be- 
longed to King William) he pathetically ex- 
preſſes his concern at finding, in ſome French 


diſpatches, © Lord Ruſſell intriguing with, 
and Algernon Sidney taking money from the 
Court of Verſailles.” —Some of his materials 


were alſo colleted from papers depoſited in 


Scots College at Paris ; and tne ſtate papers 
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of the Stuart family depoſited at St, Ger. 
mains. 
This patriotic gentleman, who Y de= 
eclared © the Revolution was a work of abſo- 
lute neceſlity,” doubtleſs muſt have been ex- 
cefſively mortified at the diſcovery that Lord 
 Ruſfell, the obje of love, admiration, and 

reverence to himſelf and every true Briton, 
| had embarked in ſchemes which his extreme 
delicacy judged unbecoming the exalted cha- 
rater that amiable nobleman had hitherto 
univerſally borne ; yet his ſtrict ſelf-denying 
regard to truth and juſtice would not permit 
| him to ſuppreſs it. Such was his ſenſibility 
on this diſcovery, that © he felt very nearly 
the fame ſhock as if he had ſeen a ſon turn 
' his back in the day of battle.” _ 

If we believe Sir John's own deſcription of 
Charles and James, little credit can be given. 
to the papers in the Scots College at Paris. 
« Charles, favs he, made mere tools of his 
Miniſters, and even of his brother.”'—* He 
broke his faith with his people, by obtaining 
a great ſum to ſupport Holland againſt 
France, although he was under ſecret en- 
gagements with France to deſtroy it.''—At 


the very time he had promiſed the Spaniards 
to call a Parliament, he faid to the French 
Ambaſſador, ** I have no intention to call a 
Farlament ; - theſe are devils who intended 
my ruin.” — Charles, of all men, was 
certainly the moſt inſincere : ſuch is Sir 


John' s opinion of this monarch. With re- 


| gard to the papers in queſtion, wherever 
they were found, they ſeem to have been. 


ſeleQed for the expreſs, purpoſe of calum- 


niating every character concerned in bringing | 
about the revolution. The writer of many 
of theſe papers was Barwlon, an agent from. 


 _ the French court to Charles, who came into. 


this country extremely poor, but returned 
with great accumulation of wealth, Would 


it, therefore, be unreaſonable, would it be. 
uncandid to ſuppoſe, that Barillon embezzled 
the money which he placed to the account, 
. of Sidney ?—The production of theſe papers 


on the trials of Ruſſell and Sidney, could the 


old trunk than have been found, would have 
been a ſtroke of policy charaCteriſtic and truly 
worthy of the Machiavellian genius of 
Charles. 

| Among the curioſities of the King's Cabi- 
_ net, or the old trunk, are ſeveral letters from 
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Mr. Montague, Ambaſſador at Paris, to Lord 
Danby, Charles' Miniſter, | informing him 
that Rouvigny was coming over to England 
to diſtribute money among the popular party 
in Parliament ; and that Barillon was in- 
triguing with the Duke of Buckingham and 
others of the popular party in England, But 
| had Lord Ruffell been engaged in a criminal 
intercouſe with France, as Danby, his ene= 
my, received timely intimations of the de- 
fign of Rouvigny's journey, from Montague, 
can we ſuppoſe he would have eſcaped with 
impunity at that time, or would not uſe have 
| been made of it againſt him at his trial, 
where (even Smollet owns) the laws againſt 
treaſon were wreſted for his conviction ? So 
inſufficient was the charge and evidence in 
ſupport of it, that even Lord Effex's death 
' was urged as a preſumption, or rather in- | 
forced as a proof, of Lord Ruſſell's guilt, 
| Befides, can it be conceived that Rouvigny, 
his intimate friend, couſin-german to his 
lady, and a ftrict Proteſtant, would attempt 
| to engage Lord Ruſſell (whoſe reputation 
- for inflexible integrity, and zeal for reli- 
' Lion and the liberties of his country, were 
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then well known) in meaſures prejudicial to 


' his honour, and the public good ; or tending | 


to introduce popery, to make the King ab- 
{Slute, and ſubje&t the nation to France , 
Rouvigny could never be ſent on ſuch an er- 
rand; he would not have accepted the com- 
miſſion : farther, had he deceived Lord Ruſ-- 


| ſell, or drawn him into any diſhonourable 
EE practices ſubverſive of the Conftitution, or 


fs much as unfavourable to the liberties of his 
country, there would not have ſubſiſted fo 
ſteady a friehdſhip between him and Lady 
Ruſſell, which laſted till her death. Neit- 
ther can he be ſuſpeted of aiming to enflave 
England, the bulwark of the Proteſtant 
cauſe ; as a few years after he manifeſted his 


zeal for religion, by quitting France and his 


intereſt there, and entering into the ſervice of 


Kiag William, who, inſtead of complaining 


of his former conduct, received him with 
open arms, and created him Earl of Galway. 


Lord Ruſſell's behaviour afterwards had alſo 


the approbation of Parliament, and was a 


great inducement with King William to con- 


fer the ducal title on his father, 
ww 
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Whoever impartially Mil: I Charles's 


ſecret intrigues, his receiving penſions from 
| Louis, .connivins : at his miniſters taking pre- 
ſents, and himſelf bribing his own ſubjects 
#0474. --: 


with French money, in order to F.r19-44 the 
duce Pos and arbitrary. | proer, wh the 
diſmal proſpe& ofa c bigoted cruel Popiſh ſuc- 
ceflor (all well known to Lord Ruſſell ,) m muſt 
conclude, it was ſo far from blameablei in him, 
to confer with his friend and relation Rou- 
vigny, for 1 the national benefit, that” it Evi 
dently demonſtrated his love to his countr: ry. 
Had he declined it, he would have as ” uch 
; deſerved cenſure, 2S the part "he tdok feally 


'merited applauſe, and proved him indeed'the 
"man of honour, the wiſe and prudent. Patriot. 
Dalrymple ſhould have ſhewn that Lord 
Ruſſell had, by his conneftions and intrigues, 
: deſerted, or acted contrary to the intereſts of 
his country, before he ventured ſo injudicious 
and imprudent a remark. "This he has not 
done ; nay the very French memorials on 
which he founds his cenſure, oiving him 
credit for their authority, are full proofs of 
the noble Lord's integrity. 
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Barillon' s. memorial, 14 March, 1678; 
«& Mr. de Rouvigny has ſeen Lord Ruſlell 
and. Lord. Hollis, who were fully fatisfied 
with the aſſurance he gave them, that the 
King (of F france) is convinced it i not his 
intereſt to make the King of England abſo- 
lute maſter i in his kingdom—and that France 
would endeavour to being about a diſſolution 
of Parliament—Lord Ruſſell would engage vp 
Lord Shafteſbury i in it—privately endeavour Be 
to prevent an augmentation of the ſum for 
Carrying on the war—and annexd iſagreeable We 
clauſes to the offer of a million ſterling. at 
Ruſſell was afraid France approved England's | Val pt 
declaration of war, that Charles might get WW - 
money, and then make peace. Rouvigny, 0 
to demonſtrate the contrary, ſaid, that I _—_ 
(Barillon) was ready to diſtribute a conſide= bl * 
rable ſum in the Parliament to prevail with i 
it to refuſe any money for the war, and ſo- 4 
licited him to name the perſons who might oY WW 
be gained, Lord Ruſffell replied, «that be 
ſhould be very forry FI have any commerce with | 
perſons capable of bein Ta gained by money ;" but 
he FRRearey pleaſed to fee by this propel! 
VU 2 
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| that there is no private underſtanding between 

your Majeſty and the King of England to hur: 
their con/titution. He and all his friends only 
wanted the diſſolution of Parliament—they 
knew it could only come from the help of 
 France.—They would truſt him on Rouvig- 
ny's aſſurances, and endeavour to oblige 
Charles to aſk the French King's Friendſhip, 
that Louis might be in a ſtate to contribute 
to their fatisfaQtion. —Secrecy neceſlary ; for 
though the diſſolution of Parliament be a 
thing wiſhed for. by all England, yet if known, 
they would prevent it by doing all the King 
could wiſh, Lord Ruffell hath reſolved to 
ſupport the affair againſt the Treaſurer, and 
even attack the Duke of York and all the 
Catholics.” Again, 11 April, 1678, « All 
the leaders of the party will not be averſe to 
peace, if they believe that your Majeſty will 
enter into no engagements againſt their hber- 
ties ; on this head I gave them all the afſu- 
rances I can, and the moſt ſenſible among. 
them know well, it is not the intereſt of 
France that a King of England ſhould be ab- 
ſolute maſter, and be able to diſpoſe, accord- 
ing to his will, of all the power of the na- 
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tion. They feared, /e/t the army that was 


raiſing, ſhould be employed to change the form 
of government in England ;—that the court 


having ſufficient troops would attempt every 
thing agreeable to its intereſt—arreſt the 
principal perſons, prevent others reſiſting or 


| oppoſing, and when England was ſ/ubjeed 


at home, carry on a foreign war with the 
greater facility ; they are apprehenſive that 
your Majeſty (Louis) and Charles a& in con- 
cert—neceſſary therefore to convince them 
that the King of France not only has no con= 
nection with the King of England to oppreſs 


 them—nor will ſuffer him, under pretence 


_ of an imaginary war, to find means to bring 
. them into ſubjetion,” 18 April, 1678, 

«© The High Treaſurer's aim is to procure 
money, and he would willingly increaſe his 
maſter's authority. The Duke of York be - 


lieves himſelf loſt as to his religion, if the 


preſent opportunity does Not ſerve | to bring 
England into ſubjettion.” 

| From an impartial review of Barillon's 
correſpondence, and the developement of the 
infamous tranſactions and popiſh deſigns of 
the Royal brothers, we may, without any 
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apprehenſion for the event, ſubmit the truth 
of Dalrymple's charge to the decifion of every 
| candid mind. Lord Ruffell had great and 
Juſt cauſe to be apprehenſive for the civil and; 
religious liberties of his country ; and the. 
part. which he acted, inſtead of reflecting 
diſgrace on, or tarniſhing the character, will 
rather add to the honour of that real al ', 
 luſtrious patriot, 54 
| Lady Rachadl Ruſſell lived ſeveral years 
after her huſband, whoſe loſs ſhe continued 
ſo ſincerely to lament, that her inceſſant 
weeping at length brought on a total blind- 
neſs. A collection of her letters to ſeveral 
perſons of rank 1s ſtill preſerved in the Lz-- 
| brary at Wooburn Abbey, and are replete 
with good ſenſe, tender affection, fortitude, 
and pious reſignation ; proving, by example, | 
that Nobility derives its brighteſt luſtre from 
 unaitected virtue, 


| ; 
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'The Earl of Bedford, as has been obſcry- 
ed, continued during moſt part of the reign 
of James'in a ſtate of retirement from politi- 


cal concerns. When the illuſion in which 
that Monarch had been long involved, was at 


length diſpelled; diſtruſtinghis army, fearing 
his Parliament, and forſaken by his children, 
he abandoned his throne without even at- 
tempting to defend it. When he arrived at 
the city of Saliſbury, he ſummoned an afſem- 
bly'of the Peers, in order to aſk their advice, 
In' pafling to this Council (as we are told by 
' Dalrymple) he met. with a ſhock as ſevere 
perhaps as any he had every felt. Meeting 


the old Earl of Bedford, the father of the 
unfortunate Lord Ruflell, he ſaid to him, 
6c my Lord, you are a good man ; you have 


much intereſt with the Peers ; you can do me 


ſervice with them to day.”—* I am an old 


man, replied his Lordſhip, and can do but 


| little ; but added he with a figh, IT had once. 
a ſon who could have ſerved your Majeſty on 
' this occaſion.” —James was ſtruck motion- 


leſs. 


On the advancement of the Prince of 


- Orange to the Throne, the Earl of Bedford 
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was ſworn of the privy Council, and made 
Lord Lieutenant of the counties of Bedford 
and Cambridge, as alſo of the county of Mid- 
dleſex, and liberties of Weſtminſter. In the 
year 1694, his Lordſhip was created Marquis 
of Taviſtock, and Duke of Bedford ;—in 
acknowledgement, as the patent expreſſes it, 
of the illuſtrious. virtues, and unjuſt ſuffer- 
ings of his worthy ſon, Lord William Ruſ- 
fell. About ſeven years afterwards, namely, 
1700, his Grace departed this life in the 87th 
year of his age, and was buried with his an- : 

ceſtors at Cheynes, in Buckinghamſhire. t 
© WroTHESLEY, ſecond Duke of Bedford, [ 
| and grandſon to the laſt, by his ſecond ſon, 
Lord William Ruſſell, was born in the year 
1680. At the carly age of fifteen, (in May 
1695) he married Elizabeth, only daughter 
and heireſs of John Howland, of Streatham, 
in Surry, one of the moſt opulent fortunes 
of that period. About a month after this 
marriage, and to give dignity to the alliance, 
Lord Ruſſell was created Baron Howland of 
Streatham. 

The memory of liis lady is preſerved in 

the pariſh of Streatham, by the eſtabliſhment 


_ 
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of a charity ſchool for the education -and 


cloathing of ten girls ; and by ſome other 


charitable inſtitutions, which are honourably 


continued. - The manor houſe of Streatham, 


which is but little frequented by the preſent 
proprietor, and 1s, indeed, but an indifferent 


building, is faid to have been originally 


purchaſed of Queen Elizabeth ; and the tra- 


dition is, that it was one of her Royal Ppa- 


laces ; though we have no adts of that Queen 


dated at Streatham, to ſupport ſuch an opi- 
nion, The manor originally belonged to the 


Abbey of Becc, in Normandy ; and probably - 
it was kept in the crown from the diſſolution 


till her reign, and thus occaſioned the tra- 
dition alluded to. Her Majeſty's arms are 


carved in wood in the hall; and in the win- 


dow is the red roſe crowned. « 
Baron Howland, ſoon after his marriage, 


ſet off on the tour of Europe ; and upon his 


grandfather” s death, he,ſucceeded to the ti- 
 tles, honours, and eſtates of his family. In 
the 13th of William, his Grace was made pl 


Gentleman of the King's Bldchamber, Cuſ- 7 


tos Rotulorum of the county of Middleſex 
| X | 
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and liberty of Weſtminſter, and Lord 7 
tenant of the Counties of Bedford, Cam- 
bridge, and Middleſex. At the Coronation 


CEE PEE cs. 


of Queen Anne he ated as Lord High Con- 


ſtable of England for that day ; and in March, 


1703, was inſtalled a Knight of the Garter. 
As this Nobleman was more fond of pri- 
vate life and retirement, than of entering into _ 


| the cabals of a court, we are not in poſſeſſion 


of circumſtances relative to him, in any de-. 
gree intereſting to public curioſity, He died 


in May, 1711 ; leaving ifſue by his Ducheſs 


two ſons and two daughters. The ſons were 


ſucceſſively Dukes of Bedford. 


Of the daughters, Rachael the eldeſt was 


married firſt to Scroop, Duke of Bridgewater, 


by whom ſhe was mother to the laſt and 
preſent Dukes; ſecondly, to Sir Richard 
Littleton, Knight of the Bath, brother to 
George Lord Littleton. 

Elizabeth, the ſecond daughter was mar-. 
ried to William, Earl of Eflex, by whom 
ſhe had the preſent Earl. 
| Off his ſiſters, (the daughters of Lord 
William Ruſſell) Lord William Cavendiſh 
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Joined the hand of his eldeſt ſon to Rachael, 


eldeſt daughter of his cleceaſed friend. 


_ Catherine, the younger, was married to 


John, fecond Duke of Rutland. 


Of theſe Ladies, the former was grand- 
mother to the preſent Duke of Devon- 


ſhire, and the latter mother to the late Duke 
of Rutland. Thus four of our preſent Dukes 
are lineally deſcended from Lord William 
Ruſſell, the unfortunate victim of an arbi- 
trary and malignant monarch, 


WRIOTHESLZzY, the third Duke of Bed- : 


ford, -and eldeſt ſon of the former, enjoyed 
too indifferent a ſtate of health ever to take 
any active part in the concerns of his time ;— 


his indiſpoſition ſuggeſted the expediency of 
a voyage to the warmer climate of Liſbon, 


for which purpoſe he embarked on board of 
ſhip in the ſpring of the year 1732; but in 
the courſe of his voyage, his illneſs and in- 
firmity increaſed to ſo alarming a degree, that 
the veſſel was obliged to be taken into Co- 


runna in Spain, where he lingered for a 


few months, and died « on the 23d of October, 


in the ſame year. 
XN 2 


=y 


Ks | - 
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_ His body was houghe to: England, and 
| depoſited with thoſe of his anceſtors at Chey- 
neys. ' | 
He married Anne, depahier of Scroop; 
Duke of Bridgewater, but had no iſſue. _ - 
Joan, fourth Duke of Bedford, brother 
of the former, and grandfather of the preſent 
Duke, Marquis of Tavidooks Earl of Bed- 
ford, Baron Ruſflell of Cheyneys, aud Thorn - 
haugh, and Baron Howland of Streatham, 
was born in the year 1710. In October, 
1731, he married Lady Diana Spencer, 
youngeſt daughter of Charles, Earl of Sun- 
derland, by the Lady Anne, daughter of 
| John, Duke of Marlborough ; by whom he 
had ifue only one ſon, who died on the day. 
_ of his birth. And her Grace dying Septem- 
ber 27, 1735, he married again, in April, 
1737, Gertrude, eldeſt daughter of John 
Lord Gower. 

By this. Lady, Gemade: his Grace had 
two children, 4.ſon and daughter. Francis, 
| Marquis of Taviſtock, was born Sept. 26, 
1739; on the 7th of June, 1764, he mar- 
ried Lady Elizabeth, fiſter to the late Earl 
of Albemarle, and had iſſue by her, three 
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ſons the eldeſt of whom, Francis, born July 


22, 1765, is the preſent Duke of Bedford.” 
'The Marquis, by a fall from his horſe in 
| hunting, on the 22d of March 1767, unfor- 
tunately fractured his. ſkull; of which he 
| ſoon after died. . The Duke ſubmitted to 
= ſtroke of domeſtic misfortune with feel- 
g, but not without dignity ; - he received a 


rg heart felt conſolation in the ſympa= 


thyfing tears of all ranks of people ; though it 


is generaly ſuppoſed that this unfortunate 


cataſtrophe contributed not a little to ſhorten 


his days, Among the many poetical effuſions. 
to which this melancholy event gave birth, 


we recollect a little poem, entitled ** The 


Danity of Human Life,” written in a looſe | 
kind of metre, ſomething after the manner 


of the Italian poets, which ſeems to be much 
better calculated for the zeg//gence of wars 
than more regular compoſition. 


Grief unalſefed fuits but il] with art, 


Or flowing numbers with an aching heart, 
As recollection furniſhes a few, and only 
a few paſſages of this poem, it will hardly be 
deemed a tranſgreiiion on the readers' pa- 
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tience if they are here youy ;—lt begins i in 
the followin, g man ner :— 7 


_ Begone, Sb a! | 
Leave me, ye ſmiling meretricious joys, 
That, falſe as Dalilah, the ſoul enchain, 
While hoſtile cares, and ranc'rous paſſions riſg, 
| And quench the mental ſight! 
' Begone ! while yet the ſtill funereal night 
Her aweful pall, compatt of fable ens; 
Spreads o'er the world, | 


After bidding adieu to the vanities of the 
world, was the following beautiful apoſtra- 
-. « | | 

Ah we! how gay, how beautiful, how Fav 
Is Ufe's fair proſpett to th' enchanted oye. 
Of uncxperienced youth—as Arno's vale, _ 
Where all the mingled charms of nature meet. 
But there is a circumſtance which hap- 
pens not ſeldom in this beautiful valley— 


Swift thro” the ruſtling air 
A. noontide peſtilential vapeur flies, 
And blaſts the fairy ſcene, 


Having noticed the danger, which ſome- 
times comes as ſudden as this NOX1Ous blaſt, 


he bids us 


fly to that ſepulchral gloom 


Where the pale corple of gentle RusSELL hes 3 
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There Wiſdom, bending o'er her fav'rite's tomb, 
Unwearied vigils keeps ; . 


And ever and anon the gentle coddef weeps, 
While thus ſhe mocks all human frailties, 
C4. 6+ +0'd:50 
Ye hapleſs few, who nearer converſe gave 


Flis yarious worth to know, and hourly trace 


Exch nicer, ſofter, more domeſiic grace, 2 
That, like the touches exquiſitely fine 
| Of Titian's hand, are at a diſtance loſt, 
Weep, weep no more !—no more, fond ſouls, repine, 
That all your wiſhes, all your hopes are croft, 
Tho? there with livid cheeks and ghaltly eyes, 
Your dear departed friend, your RussE LL lies, 
- Tis but his ſemblance, but his ſhade ; 
A. frail and periſhable caſket, made 
To hold a jewel of Rupendous price ; ; 


| A jewel that is now exalted high, 
And flames and ſparkles in Heav'n's treaſury ! 


| The five following lines, part of the cha- 
rater of the amiable Marquis, comprehends 
all that is within our remembrance. 


Excellent Youth, whoſe boſom was the ſoil 


Where ev'ry grace and ev'ry virtue throve ; 


But chiefly thoſe, the gentleſt, ſweeteſt, beſt, 
4 That humanize and dignify the breaſt, 
The filial, conjuga!, paternal love ! 


The loſs of this invaluable and ions 
huſband ſo ſeverely injured the health of the 
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Marchionef' that the ſoon ſunk into A deep 
decline ; and a journey to, Liſbon was pro-. 
' poſed a ſhort time before, her death. While 
preparations were making for the voyage, a 
conſultation of phyſicians was held at Bedford 
houſe ; and one of the Gentlemen preſent 
| deſired, while he felt her pulſe, that ſhe - 
would open her hand, —Her frequent refuſals 
induced him to take the liberty gently of 
forcing the fingers aſunder, when he per- 
ceived that ſhe had ſhut them to conceal a 
miniature picture of the Marquis. * 0, Ma- 
_ dam, faid he, our preſcriptions muſt be uſe- 
eſs, if your Ladyfhip is determined to keep 
| before your eyes the repreſentation of an ob= 
Jet, which, though deſcrvedly dear to you, 
ſerves only to confirm the violence of your 
Mneſs. © I have kept the picture, replied 
the Marchioneſs, either in my boſom or my 
hand ever fince the death of my dear Lord ; 
and thus I am determined to keep it, until 
1 fortunately drop after him into the grave.” 
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. Towards the cloſe of the year 1744, 2 
_ conſiderable change took place in the Mi- 


ys the popular party were become {9 
vo 


* 
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clamorous againſt the meaſures of Lord Car-. 
' teret, (now become Earl of Granville, in 


conſequence of his mother's death,) that 
he reſigned all his places. The Duke of 
Bedford was appointed firſt Lord of the Ad- 
 miralty ; the ſeals were given to the Earl of 
Harrington, as Secretary of State ; and Lord 


Cheſterfield was ſent to the Hague, to in- 
duce the States-General to a& more heartily 


in ſupport of the common-cauſe ; the war 


againſt France and Spain. Previous to the 
above appointment, his Grace had been 


ſworn into the Privy Council ;—he conti- 
_ nued ſucceſsfully to preſide at the Admiralty 
Board during the greateſt part of the war, 
Succeſs began again to ſmile on the Eng« 
liſh, when Charles-Edward, the ſon of the 
old Pretender, flattered by the raſh, the ſu- 
perſtitious, and the needy, was taught to be- 
lieve that this kingdom was ripe for a revolt. 
George 11, was then on a vilit to his Ger- 
man dominions, and the Duke of Bedford, 
who in the King's abſence had been appoint- 
ed one of the Lords Juſtices, was the firſt 


Nobleman that raiſed a regiment for the de- 


fence of his country. 
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His Grace had already been conſtituted 
| Lord Lieutenant of the county of Bedford ; 
and in February, 1746, he was made war- 
den and keeper of the new Foreſt in Hamp- 
ſhire. - On the 13th of February, 1748, he 
was appointed Secretary of State for the 
| Southern department, in which poſt he con- 
tinued *till June, 1757.—In 1748, he was 
choſen a Governor of the Charter Houſe, 
and in the ſame year was made one of the 
Lords Juſtices, while the King was abroad 
in Germany- 

We find his Giure, i in 1742, aRting i in op- 
poſition to the meaſures of Sir Rebert Wal- 
_ pole, who had been recently created Earl of 
- Orford, and afliſting at the great meeting of 
Sir Robert's opponents, at the Fountain Ta- 
vern, in the Strand, Feb. 12, 1742 ; the pur» 
poſe of which was to conſider of what was 

expedient to be done in the preſent critical 
conje&ure. But, in fact, like many other 
political mectings, the ts Aa had 
been ſettled before-hand, 

The predile&tions of George II. "Ml his 
Hanoverian dominions, is a circumſtance 
well known; and Lord Carteret had gained 


**. 
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an aſcendency in the cloſet by ſupporting the 
inclinations of the King : and ſo great was 
this aſcendency become, as to alarm the 
other Members of the Cabinet, It ſeems, 


| however, to be acknowledged, that moſt of 
the meaſures purſued at that period had the 
_ ſanction of the Britiſh Miniſters before they 
were carried into execution ; for had they 
been ſecretly concerted between the King and 
his Hanoverian Council, it is more than pro- 


bable that Lord Carteret would have laid the 


| ſeals at his Majeſty's feet —The Miniſtry 
was, nevertheleſs, in an unſettled ſtate ; and 


this was rendered apparent to the whole 
| kingdom by the contention among them for 
the office of Privy Seal, which Lord Gower 
had refigned. The foundation of all other 
factions, it 1s juſtly obſerved, originates in 
| the factions of a court. Lord Bath inter= 
fered upon this occaſion, and promiſed the 


appointment to Lord Carliſle : the Pelham's 
reſiſted tjiis plan ; and the Duke of New- 


caſtle demanded the place of his Majeſty for 
Lord Cholmondeley, and obtained it. Some 


other alterations were made tending to en . 
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_ creaſe the intereſt of the Pelhams, while 
they contributed to diminiſh that of the Earl 
of Bath. 

A war with France had been reſolved 
_upon, and ſixteen thouſand Hanoverian 
| troops had been taken into Britiſh pay :—a 
meaſure extremely obnoxious to the nation 
in general, and which met with the moſt ſe- 
vere reprobation from Mr, Pitt.—Lord Car - 
teret (now Earl Granville) thinking himſelf 
ſecure in the King's favour, avowedly ſap- 
ported the meaſure, and in a debate in the 

Council, treated his colleagues in office with 
no little baughtineſs. This effetually con- 
firmed the Pelhams in their opinion that 
Lord Granville was both their rival and their 
enemy, and they reſolved to overthrow ſo 
dangerous a competitor. —Lord Granville 
had alſo another enemy in Mr. Pitt, whoſe 
Parliamentary condu&t he had repreſented to 
the King in the moſt unfavourable view :—a 
circumſtance ſcarce neceſfary to increaſe the 
reſentment of George againſt him, for the 
oppoſition which the latter had given to his 
Germanic ſchemes. | 
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The influence of the Pelhams had brought 
over Lord Cobham, and many others ; fo 
that this junction had the effect of a coalition 
of parties. And, if we except the connec- 
tion of the Pulteney family, it muſt be con- 


feſſed that all other parties were unanimous. 


in oppoſing Lord Granville. . Towards the 
end of the year 1744s the union was com- 
pleted ; and in a council on the affairs of 
Hanover, Lord Granville found himſelf in 
2 minority, and accordingly on the 14th of 
November he reſigned the feals. 
The Adminiſtration which was now form=- 
ed from the coalition of various parties, was 
_ commonly denominated the Broad Bottom. 


The Duke of Bedford, as we have obſerved 
_ above, was placed at the head of the Ad- 
miralty ; and on the meeting of Parliament 
ſuch a ſcene of unanimity preſented itſelf as 


| had not occurred ſince the acceſſion of his 
Majeſty, and continued until the cloſe of the 
ſeſhgn in May, 1745. 

_ A circumſtance occurred when the Par- 
liament met again in the October following, 
chiefly on account of the Scots rebellion, In 
the addreſs in reply to the King's ſpeech, Sir 
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Francis Daſhwood propoſed an amendment, 
exprefſing, * that it ſhould be the ſpeedy 
care of the Houſe to frame ſuch bills as may . 
effectually ſecure to his Majeſty's ſubjects the | 
perpetual] enjoyment of their undoubted right 
to be freely and fairly repreſented t in Parlia. 
ments frequently choſen, and exempted from 
undue influence of every kind. wy 
Like all other motions of a fimilar ten- 1 
dency, this was negatived without a diviſion : 
—the common argument, that the trme was 
extremely improper, was largely inſiſted upon 
by Mr. Pitt, who directed the whole artil- 
lery of his eloquence againſt the mover of 
this motion ; who, he inſinuated, ** wiſhed _ 
to give a turn to the ſpirit of the people, and q 
create a contention about the Conſtitution, 
that the Kingdom might fall an eaſy prey to 
the enemy.” 

The Hon. Alexander Hume Campbell, 
brother to Lord Marchmont, had been i 
| brought into Parliament on purpoſe to. op- 
pole Mr. Pitt ;,—and ſeveral Noblemen, . 
(among whom was the Duke of Bediord ) 
having raiſed regiments for his Majeſty's ſer- 
vice on account of the rebellion, Mr. Camp-_ 
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bell made a motion, ** that an addreſs be pre- 


ſented to his Majeſty, humbly to beſeech, 


that the officers in thoſe new regiments 
might not be allowed any rank after the re- 
_ giments had been broke ;'”'—Mr. Pitt repro- 


bated the motion with warmth and indigna=- 


tion : it tended, as he juſtly obſerved, to diſ- 
courage thoſe noble perſonages who were 
_ exerting their utmoſt influence in the ſer- 
vice of their country ; and he ſucceeded in 
having it negatived without a diviſion. 
Attachments formed merely on the baſis 


of political connivance, can never be ſup- 


poſed to have Jong duration ; yet ſuch is the 
baſis on- which moſt Adminiſtrations are 
founded. The animoſities and oppoſition 
between the Pelham and Pulteney intereſt 
had occaſioned ſeveral changes in the Mi- 
_ niſtry ; yet the ſame general unanimity which 
| had diſtinguiſhed the conduct of Parliament, 
continued until the peace of Aix-la--Chapelle, 
in 1748, Even a coalition took place, full 


as extraordinary as any we have ſeen in later 


days : for nothing could he more extraordi- 


nary than the reconciliation between Mr. 


Pelham and Lord Granville ; which was ef- 
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feted by Robert Nugent, Eſq... (afterwards 


Earl Nugent,) and was thus related by him- 
ſelf, in the Houſe of Commons, in We year 
1745. 

"08 He appointed them, he ſaid, to meet at: 


his houſe, and their meeting was to be kept 


a profound fecret. One came quite muffled 
up, fo that it was impoſſible for any one who 


ſaw him to know him, He juſt introduced 


them to one another, and left them to them= 


ſelves. He took care, in the mean time, to 


have a good ſupper ready for them, of which 
they partook ; they drank heartily after it; 


the wine put an end to the reſerve on which 
they had acted ; they ſpoke freely ; confi- 


dence was eſtabliſhed between them ; they 


| became ſincere friends, and remained fo, and 


cared not the next day who knew the ſtory 
of this interview.” This confirms the plea- 
fant obſervation of Sir William Draper, in 
one of his letters to Junius ;—where he 
_ obſerves, © that Miniſters in general ſeem 
to-act like lovers or children ; they pout and 


*quarrel, cry, kiſs, and becoine friends again, 


juſt as the objes of deſire, the miniſterial 
toys and rattles, are put into their hands,” 
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And doubtleſs that nation muſt be ſupremely 
happy which is governed by ſuch a ſet of 
men. In one of thoſe changes, the Duke 
of Bedford was appointed Secretary of State 
for the Southern Department. ; 

The death of the Prince of Wales, in 
March, 1751, occafioned a kind of revolution 
in the political world ; it filled the oppoſition 
with the greateſt conſternation, and entirely 


divided them in the obje& of their future 
purſuit, —Some of them wiſhed to make 


terms with the Miniſter, —others thought of 
ſeceding, —while a third party were for re- 
maining with the Princeſs, and taking the 
chance of events. Being now altogether 


without head or cement, the Pelhams per- 
ceived they had an opportunity of increaſing 


the number of their ſupporters, by embrac- 
ing the fugitives, and turning out the Duke 
of Bedford and his friends, who, in truth, 
had never cordially ated with them. . 


Accordingly in June 1751, the Duke of 


Bedford was diſmiſſed, and ſucceeded by 
Lord Holdernefle ; and the Lords Sandwich 
and Trentham quitted the Admiralty. But 
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by this means a new oppoſition was formed, 
_ conſiſting of ſuch of the late Prince's friends 


who had not united with the Pelhams, and 
the connections of the Bedford party who 
had been ſo ungraciouſly diſmiſſed. Their 


number was not indeed conſiderable; yet 


| they derived ſome ſtrength from the counte- 


nance of the'Duke of Cumberland, and their 


ſecret communication with Mr. Fox. But 


preſently another turn was given to politics, 
by the death of Mr. Pelham, in 1754, which 


proved as fatal to Miniſtry, as that of the 
Prince had been to the oppoſition. 


 Upen the death of the Prince of Wales, 
a Regency had been appointed ; the Princeſs 
Dowager of Wales being made Regent, and | 


guardian of the minor Prince, as well as of 


her other children: but there was alſo a 
council of Regency eſtabliſhed, conſiſting of 
the Duke of Cumberland, with the great 
Officers of State. Lord Harcourt was ap- 
pointed Governor to the young Prince, (his 
preſent Majeſty,) Dr. Hayter, the Biſhop of | 


Norwich, was his preceptor ; Andrew Stone, 


Eſq. was ſub-governor ; and Mr. Scott, ſub. 
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preceptor.—Mr., Stone was the moſt confi- 
dential friend and adviſer of the Duke of 
Newcaſtle; and Mr. Murray, (afterwards 
Lord Mansfield) had been exaly in the ſame 
ſituation with Mr. Pelham ; the politics and 
principles of Stone and Murray were perfect- 
ly congenial ; and between them ſubſiſted 
the warmeſt friendſhip ; it will, therefore, 


be readily conceived, that the Duke and Mr. 


Pelham were perfely well acquainted with 
all the tranſactions of Leiceſter-houſe. f he 
_ Ite Earl of Bute had been one of the Lords 


of the Bedchamber to the Prince, after 


whoſe death he was continued in the family, 


_ To a tolerably good perſon, he joined the 
happy art of rendering his converſation highly 


pleaſing, and embelliſhing it with a good 
deal of theatrical geſture. Such accomplith- 


ments were ſtrong recommendations to a 


_ female mind; and, by unremitting attention 
and afſiduity, he gained a ſuperior and un- 
common influence. A diſagreement broke 
out among the inſtructors of his Royal Figh- 
neſs ; and it was faid by the party at Lei- 


ceſter houſe, that the Governor and Precep- | 


2 2 
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tor did not diſcharge the duties of their truſt 
with alacrity, On the other hand, the 
Biſhop complained to the Duke of New- 
caſtle, that ſome very improper. books had 
been put into the hands of his Royal pupil ; 
and in a few days both he and Lord Harcourt | 
_ reſigned. OL NN. 
The conteſt for educating the Prince, or -- 
rather for moulding the future diſpoſition of | 
the man, now lay between the party of Lord 
Bute and the Pelhams : till a third party, 
| headed by the Duke of Bedford, interfered 
for the ſame purpoſe. Lord Ravenſworth 
brought a charge againſt Stone and Murray, 
_ accuſing them of Jacobitiſm ; and though a 
Committee of the Privy Council enquired 
pretty cloſely into the foundation, and Mr. 
Fawcett, Recorder of Newcaſtle, ſwore to 
their having drank the Pretender's health 
ſeveral times, yet theſe Gentlemen were for- 
tunate enough to obtain an acquittal. 

The Bedford party not being ſatisfied with 
this reſult of a matter fo important, his 
Grace, on the 22d of March, 1753, made 
the following motion in the Houſe of Lords : 
_** That an humble addreſs be preſented to 


\ 
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is Majeſty, that he would be graciouſly 


pleaſed to give orders, that there be laid be- | 
| fore this Houſe the ſeveral examinations of 
the Lord Ravenſworth, the Dean of Dur- 
bam, Mr. Fawcett, the Lord Biſhop of: St; 
Aſaph, the Lord Biſhop of Glouceſter, the 
Hon. Mr. Murray, his Majeſty's Solicitor= 


General, Andrew Stone, Eſq. and ſuch 


other examinations upon oath as have been 
taken before the Lords appointed by his Ma- 

jeſty to enquire into informations of a very 
material nature, relating to a perſon in the 


ſervice of their Royal Highneſles the Prince 


of Wales, and Prince Edward, and the other 
_ perſons mentionetl in the courſe of the faid 
examination ;—likewiſe all letters and papers 


relative thereto, and the report made by 
their Lordſhips to his Majeſty thereupon.” 


' In the courſe of the debate on this motion, 


Lord Harcourt declared, ** that he found he 


had no authority over the education of the 
Prince; nor could he be of any ſervice un- 


leſs the ſub-governor and others were difſ- 


miſſed, all of whom, he had ftrong reafons 
to believe, were Jacobites, and, therefore, 


| he had reſigned,” 
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. The parties to whom he alluded were 
Scott and Creflet, the latter of whom was 
Secretary to the Princeſs; and, upon her 
recommendation, was appointed Treaſurer 
to the Prmce. '---..: | 

The Duke of Newcaſtle and the Miniſtry, | 

wiſhing to prote& Stone and Murray, were 
againſt the motion ; and, therefore, it was 
negatived : they alſo procured the appoint- 
ment of Lord Waldegrave, and the Primate 
to ſucceed the refigners :—but even in this 
- matter, they had become the dupes of fſupe- 
perior intrigue. The Leiceſter-houſe party 

Had thus rid themſelves of the Biſhop and 

Lord Harcourt, and completely eſtabliſhed 
the aſcendency and influence of Lord Bute. 
| The Princeſs obſerved to Lord Melcombe, 

in a converſation on the ſubject of the Prince, 

« that ſhe did nct know Lord Waldegrave ; 
and as to Mr. Stone, if ſhe were to live 
forty years in the houſe with him, ſhe ſhould 

never be better acquainted with him than 
'” One of the periodical papers of 
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ſhe was. 
that time concludes ſome obſervations upon 
_ Stone with the following words —© What- 
ever may be the miſgivings and repinings of 
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thoſe who expected a kingdom of their own, 
| and who now ſee themſelves for ever exclud-. 
ed, thoſe who have the forming of the youth 
have reaſon to promiſe A ——— the like 
eadatcy over the man.” | 

After the acquittal of Stone and Muttay, 
Mr. Pelham and his friends paid very little 
attention to the tranſations at Leiceſters | 
| houſe, where the two former and Lord Bute 

| were in perfe& union, at leaſt confidentially. 
Here Lord Bath was admitted to the Cabinet 
| of Lord Bute; and from this time, ſays a 
very intelligent writer, may be dated that 
unhappy and dangerous idea of Lord Bute's, 
of forming a double Cabinet : he received it 
from Lord Bath, who had told him, that 
official men ought never to be truſted with 
information of any meaſure, until it was 
given them to execute. — They were the /er- 
vants of the Executive power, not the power 
7-7 lt 
While the Duke of Bedford and his friends 
were endeavouring to overthrow the ſyſtem 
of Leiceſter-houte, they circulated a very 
_ remarkable paper, entitled, * 4 Memorzal 
of ſeveral Gentlemen of rank and fortune ;” 
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and if the ſuggeſtions it contained be in any 
degree founded in fa&t, they will ferve to 


account for that crooked ſyſtem of policy 
which the moſt liberal and the moſt __ 
ened have ſo ſeverely condemned, 


'The paper alluded to ſtated, —** That the. 


education of the Prince of Wales is of the 
_ utmoſt importance to the whole nation, and. 


ought always to be entruſted to Noblemen of 
the moſt unblemiſhed honour, and to Pre-. 


lates of the moſt diſtinguiſhed virtue, and of 
the moſt unſuſpeted principles with regard 
to government both in the church and ſtate. 
The misfortunes of the Stuart family were 
owing to their being early initiated in maxims 
_ of atbitrary power: That for a faction to. 


engroſs to themſelves the education of the 


Prince of Wales, is unwarrantable, dange- 
rous, and illegal :—That to place men about 
the Prince of Wales whoſe principles are ſuſ- 


peed, and whoſe belief in our holy faith is 
doubtful, has the moſt miſchievous tendency, 
and ought juſtly to alarm the friends of 
their country, and of the proteſtant ſucceſ- 


- ffon:— That it is notorious that books, in- 
culcating the worſt maxims of government, 


-- 
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and defendin g the mo/t avowed tyrannies, have 
| been put into the hands of the Prince of 


Wales, which cannot but affect the memo- 


; _ rialiſts with the moſt melancholy apprehen- 
fions, when they find that the men who had 


the honeſty and reſolution to camplain of 
ſuch aſtoniſhing modes of inſtruction, are 


driven away from Court, and the men who 
have dared to teach ſuch doftrines gre con-. 


tinued 1f truſt and favour; That the ſecu- 


rity of this government being built on Whig Y 


principles, is alone ſupported by J/hig zeal ; 


and that it cannot but alarm all true Whigs 
to hear of ſchoolmaſters of - very contrary 


principles being thought of for preceptors, 
and to ſee none but the friends and pupils of 
the late Lord Bolingbroke entruſted with the 
education of a Prince, whoſe family that 
Lord endeavoured, by his meaſures, to ex- 
clude, and, by his writings, to expel from 
the. Throne of theſe kingdoms. T here 
being great reaſon to believe ' that a noble 
Lord has accuſed one of the Preceptors of 
Tacobitiſm, it is aſtoniſhing that no notice 
| has been taken of a complaint of ſo high a 2 
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nature. That ts have a Scotchman 'Murray) 


\ neareſt manner to the Pretender's firſt Mi- 
niſter, conſulted in the education of the 
\ Prince of Wales, and intruſted with the moſt 
important ſecrets of Government, muſt tend. 

_ to alarm and diſguſt the friends of the pre- 
ſent Royal Family, and to encourage the 
hopes ; and attempts of the Jacobites, we.” 


| produced | no effec : . the Bedford party was 


apprehenſions ;—the Pclhams were becorae 
indifferent on the ſubje& ; and the jundto of 
Leiceſter-houſe was permitted to purſue ats 
own meaſures with ſucceſs and impunity. 
«© The effects of a certain noble Lord's in- | 
timacy, confidence, and influence there, were 


off,” and the frutt was ſet.” 


the Duke of Bedford was appointed Lord 
T.icutenant of Ireland. Upon this occaſion 


| his friend the late Mr. Rigby, who was ac- 


of a moſt difaffetted family, and allied in the 


This remonſtrance, however well founded, 


not ſufficiently powerful to excite any jealous 


now become eradicable :—the bloſſom was gone 


On a partial change of Miniſters i in 17 55, 


the Duke thought no perſon ſo capable of 
managing the Iriſh Houſe of Commons as 
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cordingly appointed Secretary to the Vice= 
Regency. | 
Mr. Rigby had been the companion of 


_ the Prince of Wales, (father of his preſent 


Majeſty), by whom he was invited to the 


levees at Leiceſter-houſe ;—his Highneſs was 


fo pleaſed with Mr. Rigby's ſociety, that he 
gave him an unſolicited promiſe to make 
him, on the firſt vacancy, a Gentleman of 


| bis Royal Bedchamber.—Such a vacancy 


happening not long after, Mr. Rigby's well- 


founded expectation was diſappointed by a | 


_ different nomination, He reſented this treat= 
ment, however, in a becoming manner. 
The Prince felt himſelf in an error, which 
he"endeavoured to correct by the offer of a 
doxceur, as a temporary conſideration, which 
was rejectcd in nearly the following terms :— 


& T ſhall never receive pay for a ſervice of - 


which I am not deemed worthy ; but rather 
think it my duty to retire from a Court, 
_ Where honour, 1 find, has no tre!” He kept 
his word, and never again entered Leiceſter- 
houſe, 


It was ſome time afterwards, and about 
A 2.2 
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three years previous to the Duke's going to 
Ireland, that he became attached to Mr, 
Rigby ; but the alliance with the Duke did 
' not ariſe, as that elegant narrator of falſe- 
hoods, the author of Junius's Letters, would 
infinuate, on account of Mr. Rigby's having 
protected his Gracc from perſonal inſults on _ 
the courſe at Litchfield races—for that cir- 
cumſtance did not happen *till ſome years 
 afterwards—but the Duke was early ſtruck 
with the quickneſs of his parts, and charm- 
ed with the frankneſs of his manners :— 
finding alſo that Mr. Rigby was not a little 
embarraſſed in his affairs, his Grace con-_ 
trived ih the moſt delicate manner to advance 
htm a conſiderable loan, not only to diſcharge 
the incumbrance upon his eſtates, but to 
reſcue him from the aggravated diſtreſs of 
ſome annuities, into which his neceſſities 
| had juſt driven him. 
Notwithſtanding the turbulent ſpirit of the 
_ times, the affairs of the ſiſter kingdom were 
conducted ſo much to the Royal ſatisfaction, 
that his Majeſty gave Mr. Rigby a Vice- 
 treaſurerſhip, and foon after the Maſterſhip 
of the Rolls, in oppoſition to the contending 


\ 
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intereſt of the then Primate Stone, who 


_ ftrongly ſolicited it for his friend the Prime 


2 Serjeant, - Tiſdale, 
During the Bedford adminiſtration, the 


Iriſh Court was remarkable for its ſplendour 


and hoſpitality. Poliſhed gallantry, and un- 


affected conviviality never failed of drawing 


| votaries to the Caſtle ; and at this epoch they 
might boaſt their peculiar attractions. 


A circumſtance, which ſhews Mr, Rigby's | 
attachment'io the Duke, cannot properly be. 


paſſed over. On his Grace being re-called 
from Ireland, William, Duke of Cumber- 
land, put himſelf at the head of Mr. Gran- 
ville's adminiſtration, in alliance with Mr. 


Pitt and Lord Northington. Mr. Rigby 


by ſome means diſcovered that his Highneſs 
was preſling for the vacant Chancellorſhip of 
\ Publin ; he, therefore, inſtantly ſet off poſt 
for Ireland, waited on his friend Dr. An- 
drews, then Provoſt, got the Duke of Bed- 
ford elected. Chancellor, and brought over 
the appointment, to the great aſtoniſhment, 
as well as ſatisfaction of his Grace.—This 


additional mark of his friend's zeal and at-_ 


tachment made a ſuitable unprefſion on the 
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Duke's mind ; for during the remainder of 
his life he never acted in matters of public 
or private concern without Mr. Rigby's ad- 
vice; always returned him for the Borough 
of Taviſtock ; named him one of his execu- 
tors and truſtees. for the preſent Duke ; and 
at his death left him as a legacy the money 
he had advanced him upon bond. In return, 
Mr. Rigby, for ſome years after the Duke's 
deceafe, continued to act with Lord Wey- 
mouth, Lord Gower, Lord Sandwich, and 
Lord Thurlow, who were diſtinguiſhed by 
the appellation of the BEzD*okRD PARTY. | 

In 1762 the Britiſh Cabinet formed the _ 
reſolution of making an almoſt immediate 
peace. The cevole were divided in their 
epinion on this ſubject, in conſequence of 
the extraordinary means exerted every where 
to injure the character of Mr. Pitt, by whoſe 
judicious plans the Britiſh arms had been 
eminently ſucceſsful in every quarter of the 
world, The people of Scotland were im- 
 plicitly ſubmiſſive to every ſuggeſtion of Lord 
Bute, who. now ruled the Britiſh cabinet, 
The me1its or de-merits of the peace itſelf 
are not now the objeets of inveſtigation ; but 
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every man who attends to the eircumſtances 
of thoſe times will find too much cauſe to 
_ Join in the opinion of Lord Chatham, *« that | 
the Court of Turin /9/d4 this country to 
France ; ;” and probably that Court was well 
paid on both ſides. The Sardinian Ambaſla- 
dor was gratified with a penſion of one hundred 

_ thouſand pounds per annum, on the Iriſh eſta- 
bliſhment, for thirty-one years ; and the mo- 
_ nies iſſued for the privy-purſe and ſecret fer- 
vices appear, by the Journals of the Houſe 
of Commons, to have been moſt enormouſly | 
extravagant. Indeed, from the moment of 
Lord Bute's becoming Miniſter of this coun « 
try, the Court of Verſailles had declared that 
he muſt make peace, 
When the arrangements were ſettled, 
through the medium of the King of Sardinia, 
the Duke of Bedford was appointed the n9- 
minal Plenipotentiary, and ſet out for Paris 
on the 5th of September, 1762.—When we 
all his Grace the nomina! Plenipotentiary, it 
is in conſequence of the diſtinetion which 
then began to prevail between the rea/ and 
e/ten/ible Miniſter. For every efſent:al artiele 
of the treaty had been agreed upon and ſettled. 
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between M. de Choiſeul and the Sardinian 
: Miniſter at Paris, and Lord Bute and the 
Sardinian Miniſter at London, without any 
other trouble to the Duke of Bedford than 


merely giving his formal aſſent. 
Tt 3s faid, that a few hours after his Grace 


had arrived at Calais, diſpatches were ſent 


after him from London, containing ſome li- 


| mitations to his powers. Theſe he reccived 
with indignation ; and immediately ſent back 
the meſſenger with a letter, inſiſting that his 


former inſtructions ſhould be reſtored, or 
that he would inſtantly return to Eng- 
land. —His demand was acceded to. © But 


-no- opportunity of exerciſing his powers oC- 


curred, until the intelligence was received of 


our having eaptured the Havannah, a few 
days before' the preliminaries were to have 
been figned. 


| A diſpute- on this ſubject inſtantly took 
place 3 in the Cabinet : Lord Bute, who was 


 tremblmgly 'alrve to the con clafion of his 
peace, wiſhed not the negociation to be again 
opened, but to have it finiſhed without re- 
troſpect- to this event. + Mr. Grenville | 
- warmly- oppoſed the idea; and judged that 
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warmly oppoſed the idea; and judged thay 
| the entire property of Jucatan and Florida, 


@r the iſlands of St. Lucia and Porto Rico, 
ſhould be the alternative. Lord Bute would 


not dads Mr: Grenville reſigned his of- 
fice of Secretary of State, and was ſucceeded 
by Lord Halifax The neceſſity of an equi- 
valent for the Havannah was fo ſtrongly 
urged. by the Earl of Egremont, that the 
fears of Lord Bute prevailed, and an inftruc- 


tion was ſent to the Duke of Bedford to aſk. 


for Florida. 

Mr, Grenville had informed the Duke of 
this diſpute in the Cabinet; and to the de- 
mand for Florida, his Grace added that of 


Porto Rico. The ceflion of Florida was. 


granted without heſitation ; but much ob- 
jection was made to the other demand ; and 
delays on various pretences were formed, A. 
meſlenger was ſent to Madrid under pre- 
tence of obtaining tie conſent of the Spanith 
_ Court; but, in the mean time, Lord Byte 
and the Sardinian Miniſter ſettled that Fio- 
Tida only ſhould be ceded ; and the Duke of 
Bedford received poſitive orders to ſign the 
B b 
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preliminaries: The Meſſenger - returned to 


Paris two days afterwards : and it was then | 


reported that Spain had paid, or was to pay, 


' a compenſation for Porto Rico, Who were 


the confidential negociators of this tranſac- 
tion, it may not be eaſy to ay; poſterity 


will exonerate the Duke of Bedford from any 


cenſure on account of the extravagant con- 
ceflions made by the Britiſh cabinet : though 


it will not fail to condemn a man of the 


higheſt rank, moſt ſplendid fortune, and il- 


luſtrious name, for becoming the tool of an 
 uyprincipled Miniſtry.—We laugh at the 
farce of Delacroix and Malmeſbury ; but dif- - 


ferent ſenſations are excited on reviewing the 
Cohduet of a Duxs of BeDForD. 

- Joxivs, indeed, wiſhed to involve his 
Grace in the full odium of the tranſaQtion by 
inferring diſhoneſty, from want of dignity : 


And he tells us to conſult Torcy's Memozrrs, 
where we will ſee with what little ceremony 


a bribe may be effered to a Duke, and with 


what little ceremony it was only not accepted. 


What higher degree of confi Joe" ae — 


ought to place in the aflertions of Torcy 


than in thoſe of Barillon, and other French 
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| negociators, when the charafter of our 
countrymen 1s at ſtake, we mean not here to. 
diſcuſs ;—we ſhall quote the paſſages from 
De Torcy, which will apparently apply with 
more ſtrict juſtice to ſome perſons who were 
then acting a diſtinguiſhed part on the poli- 
tical theatre, than it poſſibly could to the 
| Britiſh Ambaſſador of the year 176 3.—Louis 
the Fourteenth, in his PN) to De Tor- _— 
cy writes thus : 
« I am willing you ſhould offer the Duke 
of MaRr1BoRoOVGH four millions, ſhould he 
enable me to keep Naples and Sicily for my 
grandſon, and to preſerve Dunkirk with its le! 
fortifications and harbour ; and Straſbourg 4 
and Landau, in the manner above explained ; 
or even the ſame ſum, were Sicily to be ex- _ WU 
empted out of this laſt article,” A 
| But ſuppoſe we could point out a man 
who, in three ſhort years after the concluſion 
of the peace, could purchaſe eſtates, build 
and adorn villas, erect palaces, furniſh them 
with ſumptuous magnificence, and diſplay 
exorbitant treaſures in every kind of princely 
profuſion ; and all this with a ſum lefs than 
Bb2 
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183 ANECDOTES OF THE 
v000l. a year, —would not our aſtoniſhment 
be juſtly excited ; and would we not natu- 
rally enquire, by what means a needy Nor=- 
thern Thane had become a potent Britiſh 
noble ? 
The papers of Dr. Muſgrave, hendvne 
friviouſly it might be thought convenient to 
treat them at the time, will have their pro= 
per weight in the judgement of poſterity. 
The French thought it was better to pur- 
\ chaſe a peace at the eXPENCEe of ten millions 
_ of livres, than ſpend three hundred millions, 
2 they could be raiſed, in fitting out an ar- 
my for the field which could not poſſibly be 
of any material ſervice. 
'The agreement of opinion vathons the 
| Puke of Bedford and Mr, Grenville on the 
ſubje& of pacification, gave birth to that 
union which ſubſiſted between them for 
many years afterwards, But how much is 
it not to be lamented, that the leading men 
of this country have ſhewn themſelves fo in- 
 fluenced by narrow and partial conſiderations 
when exerciſing their political judgement [on 
* The Duke and his new friend perfe&ly 
-agrecd that better terms of peace might have 
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been had, and that all was not obtained 
which might have been obtained ;—they 


were convinced, and the fact lay within 


their own knowledge, that the intereſts of 
| the nation had been ſacrificed by the leader 


of the S—_ to his extravagant deſire for 


_ peace:” yet Mr. Grenville voted for that 


peace which he ſeverely condemned ; and the. 
| Duke of Bedford fanftioned it by his proxy, 


| But there is great probability for ſuppoſing, 
| that the Earl of Bute's re 2nation ſome time 


afterwards, was in conſequence of the me- _ 


' naces held out by the Duke and his friends, 


_ reſpefting the negociations for peace; and 


that he obtained impunity by the reſignation 
of his office. This, indeed, was not the 
popular opinion ; which attributed the event 


to the writings of Mr. Wilkes ; in which, 


' however, it is likely he had no more influ- 
ence than in the removal of any other Mi- 
niſter. 


A well informed writer, mentioning the | 


| extraordinary ' preparations that were made 
for the meeting of Parliament to ratify the 
preliminary articles of peace, obſerves, © that 
the moſt uncommon proviſions were made 
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for this event. The Royal bouthate: had 


been increaſed beyond all former example. 
The-Lords and Grooms of the Bedchamber 
were doubled. Penſions were thrown about 
indiſcriminately. Five and twenty thouſand 
pounds were iſſued in one day, in» bank-notes 
of one hundred pounds each—The only ſti- 


pulation was, gzve us your vote, A corrup- 


tion of ſuch notoriety and extent had never 
before been feen. There 1s no example, in 
| any age or country, that in any degree ap- 
proaches to it, The dole was laviſh beyond 
the probability of an account, or Py 
of credit.” 
Such was the general diſlike evinced to- 
wards this peace, that the Common Coun- 
cil of the City of London could not be pre- 
. vailed upon to addreſs his Majeſty on the oc- 
_ caſion; and at laſt nothing more could be 
procured than a cavalcade of eight Aldermen 
to attend on the King; during whoſe pro- 
ceflion through the city, the great bell at St. 
Bride's was 7Zo/led, and moſt of the other 
pariſh churches rang a dumb-peal, which 
were accompanied by the univerſal hiffings 
of the populace, 


- 
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On the gth of April, 1764, ſeveral thou= 


ſand of weavers had afſembled in Moorfields, 


from whence they proceeded very peaceably 


to preſent a petition to Parliament, com- 


plaining of the bad ſtate of their trade, in 
conſequence of the peace ; owing, as they 


alledged, to the uſe of foreign wrought ſilks ; 


and petitioning Parliament to grant a prohi- 


bition of all ſuch filks. But zealous that 
they ſhould not recgive the aid of Parliament, 
- on the 1 of May they again aſſembled, and 
went to St. James's, in order to repreſent 
their diftrefled condition to his Majeſty, who 
promiſed them his aſſiſtance. And in con- 
ſequence of a malicious infinuation having 


been propagated that the Duke of Bedford 
was inimical to their petition, they proceed- 


ed in a very riotous manner to Bloomſbury- 
{quare, with ſuch threats of revenge, that 
it became neceflary to prevent their mil- 
chievous intentions by calling out the mili- 
tary, which occaſioned their diſperſion. 'The 


next day having again aſſembled to the num- 


ber of 30,000, when a party of them again 
_ proceeded to Bloomſbury, where they demo- 
liſhed part of the wall before his Grace's houte, 
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_ ploughed up the ground in the middle of the 
ſquare, and committed other outrages. The 
horſe guards were ſent to check their unruly 
condutt ; but they only became more en- 
| raged, and tore up the very pavement to ſup-. 
ply them with ſtones to pelt the fſoldiery ; 
| many of whom were cut and wounded very 
ſeverely: nor was the diſturbance quelled | 
but by the moſt rigorous meaſures. 
'The Duke of Bedford being now expected 
from F rance,—Lord Bute, finding his in- 
fluence in the Cabinet daily decreafing, and 
_ apprehenſive of the Duke's indignation, ſet- 
tled an arrangement in favour of the Bedford 
party, and retired from his public ſtation, 
in April, 1763. The arrangement was not 
immediately nor fully carried into execution. 
Mr. Grenville, Lord Halifax, and Lord 
Egremont, were publicly notified as the oſten= 
fible miniſters. But the death of the Earl 
of Egremont in the Auguſt following threw 
the new Miniſtry into ſome degree of confu- 
fion. Their meaſures and condudt upon the 
principles of Lord Bute, had rendered them 
unpopular, and his Lordſhip had alſo became 
weary of the reſtraint to which he had vo.uns. 
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tanily ſubmitted. — Another arrangement took 
place, which has been called the, T; reaty of 
Connivance, The Earl of Bute, terrified by 
| the threats of an impeachment, conſented to 
quit London, and 'paſs the winter at his 
eſtate in Bedfordſhire. When his Lordſhip 
had been thus /ent 7o Coventry, the Duke of 
Bedford was appointed Preſident of the 
Council ; Lord Sandwich was made Secretary 
of State: and Lord Egremont was placed | 
at the head of the Admiralty: This Admi- 


_ niſtration obtained the name of the Duke of = 
Bedford's Minifiry ; Mr. Pitt called it the || 
Treaty of Connivance ;—Lord Melcome, with - -.-— 
oreat juſtice obſerved, that it was all for quar- 40 
ter-day. - 

In April, 176 5, his Majeſty during an ** 
alarming indiſpoſition, had formed the an | ? b 
of a regency ; and on his recovery he com- __ 

 municated the ſubject to his Miniſters, fix- [a 
ing alſo the day on which it ſhould be laid A 'M 

| before Parliament :— Though the powers of | [ bi 

iq 


Miniſtry had been greatly invaded by ap- 
pointments made both without and againſt 
| their knowledge or conſent, this appeared a 
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meaſure of ſo extraordinary a nature, and fo 
eventful in its conſequences, as at once to 


demonſtrate that they were merely the agents 
ofan inviſible influence ; and they accordingly 
ſhewed a very great indifference in the ſup- 


port of the meaſure. That it was the de- 
fign of his Majeſty or his adviſers to include 


the Princeſs Dowager of Wales in this bill, 
1s beyond a doubt, as the reſult will prove; 


though the words of the bill will certainly 


bear another conſtruction ;g—© To velt in the 


King the power of appointing either the 
Queen, or any other perſon in his Royal Fa- 


mily;” by the Royal Family was underſtood 


the deſcendants of George IT.—but the Prin- 


ceſs of Wales was the offspring of another 
family. Such was the explanation given by 
the Secretary of State, Lord Halifax, as per- 


fetly agreeable to the Royal meaning. But 
the victory which Miniſters thought they had 
eained over the Earl of Bute was of ſhort 


_ continuance; and the enjoyment of their 


opinion of very tranſient duration. When 
the bill came into the Houſe of Commons, 
the m/take was reftified by the inſertion of 


the Princeſs Dowager's name immediately 


| 
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ee that of the Queen,—lt i 1s of little Con- 


ſequence where the miſtake originated—the 


correction of it evidently indicates an inviſible 


influence, controuling every important mea-. 


| ſure of Government. 
Some time before the Reginey bill had 


been introduced upon the carpet, it ſhould 
| ſeem that a determination had been taken 
by Lord Bute to form a new adminiſtration ; 


and for which purpoſe he had obtained a pri- 


vate audience of the Duke of Cumberland. 
He wiſhed to bring Mr. Pitt into his party, 


but ſtill influenced by fear and by cunning, 


he endeavoured to make the Duke the often 
fible - negociator. The Miniſtry were not 
- entirely unacquainted with his purſuits, and 
they made no heſitation to declare, that the 
Royal confidence was not placed where it 


ought to be. A certain degree of blame 


muſt nevertheleſs attach to this adminiſtra - 
tion, for admitting a condition into the Re- 


gency Bill that was at once ſubverſive of the 


rights of Parliament, and dangerous as a 


precedent for increaſing the Power of the 


Crown, by * entruſting to the /o/e and /ecret 
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nomination of the Prince upon the throne, 


the appointment of the perſon to exerciſe the 
legal authority during a minority.” 


| While the negociation was pending be- 
tween the Duke of Cumberland and Lord 


Bute, Parliament was continued ſitting under 
_ the expeRancy of diſlolution ; but the nego- 


ciation failing miniſters reſolved to exert their 
influence, and ſupport their independence ; 


the firſt viſible inſtance of which was ſhewn 
In turning out Mr. Mackenzie, Lord Bute's 


brother. It was, however, the laſt a&t'of 
independence which they were permitted to 
to perform ;—and nothing could have been 
more perſonally offenſive, It was conſidered 
by the King as an inſult to his perſon and 
dignity to diſcard the man whom on his firſt 


introduction at Court he had honoured with 
' the endearing appellation of a #7iend and 2 
_ brother, —The Favourite thought the mea- 


ſure equal to an attack upon the. Monarchy 
itſelf. 

In conſequence of this open attack on the 
influence of inviſible agency, another negocia- 
tion was opened with Mr. Pitt, but which, 
at firſt, proved unſucceſsful, though under- 
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aiten by Majeſty itſelf, The King was, 
however, reſolved to part with his preſent 
ſervants ; and this reſolution has been gene- 
rally attributed to the over-ruling conduct of 
the Duke of Bedford in his Majeſty's cloſet: 
One writer ſays, ** the Duke of Bedford con- 
tinuing in ſuch a behaviour as no private 
man could have ſuffered in any one of his 
inferiors, produced an inſtantaneous deter- 
mination to get rid of provocations, at any 
_ rate.”— Tunms ſtates the cauſe in ſtronger 
language :—*© The Miniſtry having endea- 
voured to exclude the Dowager out of the 
Regency bill, tbe Earl of Bute determined t5 
diſmiſs them. Upon this the Duke of Bed- 
ford demanded an audience of the ——, re-- 
proached him in plain terms with duplicity, 
baſeneſs, falſchood, treachery, and hypro- 
ciſy—repeatedly gave him the lie, and left 


him in convulſions.” 

The Duke of Cumberland was now in- 

veſted with full power to form an admini- 

tration ; the ſituations of which were ac- 

cepted by the Duke of Newcaſtle, the Mar - 
quis of Rockingham, and General Conway, 

to the latter of whom was given the manage- 
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ment of the Houſe of Commons. —The 


Duke of Bedford was ſucceeded by the Earl 


of Winchelſea. This was in June, 1765. 


The new Miniſtry proved not more agree- 
able to the Earl of Bute than the former, 
which had, in a great meaſure, purſued the 


ſyſtem that he hal laid down; though fear 
_ of the Duke of Bedford's menaces of im + 
peachment prevented his Lordſhip from the 


full exertion of his wiſhes, But now the 
Dake had connived ſo Jong, that he could 
not have brought forward an accuſation on 


any ground of public juſtice. Beſides, the. 
 infinuations and behaviour of the Spital-fields 


riotors, among whom many of Lord Bute's 


 partizans were diſtinguiſhable, had thrown 


ſuch a degree of popular odium upon the 


| Duke, that in the Fayourite's opinion his 
' Grace was neither an object of fear nor re- 


ſpect ;—and he now reſolved to make ano- 
ther change. | 

His firſt view became directed to the ac- 
quiſition of Earl Temple, between whom 


and Mr. Pitt there exiſted at this time a de- 


gree of coolneſs, favourable to his Lordſhip's 
maxim of deſtroying all great connections. 
The plan was explained to Mr. Grenville, 
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at whoſe requeſt the Duke of Bedford was 
alſo informed of it : but when Lord Temple 
wak preſſed to have an interview with the 


Earl of Bute, his Lordſhip peremptorily re- | 


fuſed. The meeting was to have been at 
Lord Eglingtoun's ;—where Lord Bute met 


only the Duke of Bedford and Mr. Gren- 


ville—the perſons whom he did not want to 


meet ;—and miſſed Lord Temple, the only 
perſon whom he wanted to meet. But the 


Earl was ſoon after completely duped by one 


_ of the Agents of Carlton Houſe, under the 


idea that a carte blanche would ſpecdily be 


offered him :—the conſequence was, that he 


engaged. warmly in oppoſition to the repeal 
of the Stamp a& ;-—and adopted the Ame- 
rican politics of the favourite. 

-Through the mediation of Lord Chan- 


_ cellor Nowbington, an union was made with 


Mr, Pitt, who came 1n upon his own terms, 


to be abſolute maſter, and form every part of 
the adminiſtration ; and having choſen. the 
_ office of Privy Seal for timſelt, he was con- 


ſequently created a peer. He made miny. 


offers to thoſe who had formed a part of the 
former Miuiſtries, in order to ſtrengthen his 
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own party, and detach them frem their 
friends ; but his auſterity of manners, his 
extreme haughtineſs, and total diſregard of 
all the minutiz of politeneſs, ſeemed in every 
caſe to challenge a retuſal.—In this manner 
he made propoſals to Lord Gower, the Duke 
of Portland, Mr. Dowdeſwell, and the Mar-_ 
quis of Rockingham, which were all re- 
jeted. He reſtored Stuart Mackenzie, whom 
the Duke of Bedford had cauſed to be diſ- 
miſſed, that he might convince the nation 
he was not under the influence of Lord 
| Bute ; but his Lordſhip ſoon diſcovered the 
difference between the government of a 
party, and the government of a nation. 
The principle upon which Lord Chat- 
| ham had formed his Adminiſtration was, to 
make himſelf the firſt and only man of im- 
portance in it; and he, therefore, collected. 
a ſet of aſſociates whoſe venality, or whoſe 
i2norance, would render them perfectly obe- 
dient to his will ; his particular care ſeemed 
to be to avoid men of talents and honour ;— 
he, therefore, quarrelled with his neareſt 
relations and his beſt friends. Without de- 
nying to his Lordſhip the merit of thoſe abi- 


f 
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'lities which he poſſeſſed, we may juſtly fay, 
that with a vanity and preſumption equally 


| infolent and ridiculous, he deemed himſelf 
alone all-ſufticient. When he had finiſhed 
_ the ſkeleton of his adminiſtration, he retired 


for a few weeks to Bath, towards the latter 


end of September, 1766. During his refi= 


dence there, the Duke of Bedford came to. 
_ the fame place, purely for the purpoſe of 
drinking the watcrs. Tis Lordſhip no 


ſooner knew this, than he determined upon 


a negociation with the Duke. He conſfi- 


dered, perhaps, that having broke with his 
beſt friends, no ſtep could be more politic 
than to weaken their firength alſo, by de- 
taching from them their principal ally. And 
though the intereſt of this very ally had been 
warmly recommended to him, and the ne- 


eeſflity pointed out of a plan for forming a 


powerful and permanent Adminiſtration, 


which he had haughtily rejected ; yet he. 


now thought it no inconſiſtency in principle 
to ſolicit that intereſt which, but a few 
months before, he had treated with con- 
tempt and indignation. The Duke of Bed- 
| © ihe 
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202 ANECDOTES OF THE | 
ford and his friends had ſhewn, upon ſeveral! 
occaſions, that. they held ſentiments and 
principles, and recommended meaſures very 


_ different from thoſe avowed by his Lordſhip ; 


who, upon this occaſion, ſet about new mo- 


delling his oſtenfible opinions, that they 
might be perfe&ly agreeable to the conſtant. 


declarations of the Nobleman whoſe aſliſtance 
| he was about to ſolicit. 


' Lord Chatham was not alfred that 


a powerful oppoſition was uniting againſt 
him ; conſiſting partly of the: late Miniſtry, 
_ or the Pelham party; of many of his own 
friends and relations, which were an in- 


creaſing hoſt, and of the Bedford intereſt, 
which was firm and reſpectable ; and which 


had now united with the ſecond party. His 


Lordſhip's leading point was to detach the 


' Duke from Mr, Grenville. In conſequence 
of an application from his Lordſhip, the 


parties met ; when the Earl declared, © that 
he ſhould be extremely glad and particularly 


| happy to ſee the King's adminiſtration coun- 
tenanced by his Grace's approbation and in-- 
tereſt: And he added, that having made this 


declaration, he would yery frankly acquaint 
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his Grace with the meaſures he intended to 


purſue : 


06 PFirlt, He intended to hep the peace 


inviolate, and to have a watchful eye over 


the Princes of the Continent, to ſee that they 


did the ſame. | | 

« Secondly, He would have no connec- 
tions with the Continent, nor enter into 
any ſubſidiary treaty. with 7 of the -powers 
there. 


« Thirdly, He intended to obſerve ſuch a 


ſtrict and rigid economy, as_even the moſt 


frugal Miniſter muſt approve of.” —Theſe 


were his words. 


The Dukeof Bedford replied, <« "a theſe 
were the meaſures for which he had always 
declared ; that they were bis meaſures, and 


he would certainly ſupport them, whether 
his friends were in or out of office,” —Adding 
this ſhort remark, * that the Miniſter had 


come into os meaſures, and not he into the 


Miniſter's.” YO 
No propoſitions were made on the ſubject 
_ of American, or any other arrangements. 
The next meaſure purſued by Lord Chat- 
Ddz2 . 
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ham was to divide the Newcaſtle intereſt, by 


procuring the diſmiſſion of Lord Edgcumbe, 


When this meaſure was accompliſhed, the 


Miniſter: determined to apply a ſecond time 


to the Duke of Bedford. The above confe- 
rence had been only a prelude to what was 


to follow; it was artfully contrived to diſ- 
. Joint the powers in oppoſition, and particu- 
larly to create a jealouſy between the Duke 
and his friends, But the inſidious defign 


was cafily ſeen through; and a ſpirited Com- 


- moner, (we ſuppoſe Mr, Grenville), who 


was .in habits of friendſhip 'and confidence 
with his Grace, had too much regard for 
the honour of his friend, (tho' even againſt 
his own intereſt, which would have been 


attended to in ſuch a coalition), not to lay 


before his Grace his ſuſpicions of the fraud 
and hypocriſy which were to be expected 
from the Miniſter, The negociation was, 
however, the means of keeping the Bedford 
party in a ſtate of —— on the meeting 


| of Parliament. 


When Lord Edgcumbe had ſoon after re- 


figned, a reſignation for which a certain 
great Perſunage made a ſorrow/ul apology, 
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_ It was attended, with circumſtances that ra- 


ther weakened than ſtrengthened the Admi- 


nitration, —The Duke of Portland, the 


' Earls of Beſborough, and Scarſdale, and Lord 


Monſon, did that voluntarily, to which Lord 


Edgcumbe had been compelled by Miniſterial 


influence; and theſe reſignations were im- 
mediately followed by thoſe of Sir Charles 
Saunders, Sir William Meredith, Admiral 
Keppel, and others. 

| The new negociation was therefore ſet on 
foot : but the ſcene of politics had been re- 
moved-from Bath to London ; and about the 


28th of November, 1766, the Miniſter ap- 


plied to Lord Gower, offering him the Ad- 
miralty, which Sir Charles Saunders had re- 
ſigned. The anſwer of his Lordſhip was, 
that he would not accept of any employment 


without conſulting the Duke of Bedtord ; 


and his Lordſhip, in conſequence of this ap= 
plication, went down to Wooburn, to con- 
' ſult with his Grace upon the ſubject, 

In the mean time, Lord Chatham, fluc- 
tuating between the hope and the fear of 


gaining or lof:g by . this alliance, was 


| making every iubmiſſton to the Earl of Bute; 


>) 
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206 ANECDOTES OF THE 
and ſupplicating his intereſt with the moft 
abje&t humiliation. In a cloſet audience, 
He opened his plan of intended alliance with 
the Bedford intereſt :—but he was there in- 
formed that the condu& of the leader of this 
Intereſt had created ſuch a prejudice againſt 
him, that his plan was impracticable in the 
whole extent ; and eſpecially that part of it 
- which included the Duke himſelf, He was 
intreated to abandon all thoughts of that No- 
bleman ; upon which condition he ſhould be 

© ſupported with warmth and ſincerity. 

When the Duke of Bedford and Lord 
Gower returned to London, his Grace had 
an interview on the ſame evening with the 
Miniſter, at his houſe in Bond-ſtreet, Some 
arrangements of men were mentioned ; and 
_ the propoſitions made at Bath, concerning 

meaſures, were more particularly conſidered. 
The Duke aſked nothing for himſelf, but re- 
queſted ſome of the vacated offices for his 
friends, and an Engliſh Peerage for the Mar- 
quis of Lorn,—This was the point at which 
the Miniſter aimed. He wiſhed to conceal 
the engagements he had made with the 
Court; and maſt of the vacant offices had 
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been filled before Lord Gower had returned 

from Wooburn ; he, therefore, rejected the 
propoſal of the Peerage with the higheſt in- 
dignation. Indeed Lord Chatham ſeems to 

| have concluded, with equal weakneſs and 
abſurdity, that his former language had de- 
tached the Duke of Bedford from his friends, 
and that he would accept of any terms rather 

than return to that intereſt which the Mi- 
niſter very erroneouſly ſuppoſed that the. 
Duke had entirely abandoned. ; 

Concerning the three propoſitions made | 

at Bath, it appeared that the Miniſter had MH 
totally changed his ſentiments, and that he | 
was now the very reverſe of what he had 

| been in the former conference. His opinions 

| and conduct were totally changed. The 

Duke of Bedford, with a ſpirit and probity 

that does honour to his memory, ſteadily ad- 

hered to his former opinions of meaſures, 

and abſolutely refuſed to recede from what 

he apprehended to be for the intereſt of the 

- public. The Noblemen parted ; and next 

| morning his Grace returned to Wooburn, 

It muſt, however, be added, that the 
Earl of Chatham, having failed in his at- » 
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tempt, 'and dreading the power of oppoſition, 
determined to make a ſecond effort for di- 
viding that intereſt; and therefore in the 
courſe of ten days after the conference, he 
granted the Peerage to the Marquis of 
Lorn which he had fo indignantly refuſed to 
the requeſt of the Duke Bedford. Lord Le 
Deſpencer, who had been Lord Bate's Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, was made Poſt- 
maſter, and Charles Jenkinſon, who had 
been Lord Bute's private Secretary, was 
made a Lord of the Admiralty. 

Lord Northington's ill ſtate of health, and 
conſequent inability to attend bufineſs having 
induced him to reſign, he adviſed his Majeſ- 
ty to ſend for the Duke of Bedford, Lord 

Temple, and Mr, Grenville : How far this 
advice was agreeable to the ſentiments of his 
Majeſty, we do not ſurmiſe ; but on writing 
with his own hand to Lord Chatham, 'who 
then lay ill at Hampſtead, his Lordſhip de- 
clined any interference either by advice or aſ- 
Aſtance, £9/-W. for a cauſe his preſent bad 
ſtate of health. 

_ An application to the VE RTOY now be- 
came neceſlary, It was the ardent wiſh of 
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the Duke of Newcaſtle to preſerve a firm 
_ union among them, being jealous of the de- 
figns of Lord Bute, whoſe pernicious influ- 
ence had been hitherto too powerful for any 


_ adminiſtration to which he was hoſtile. His | 
Grace was particularly anxious to unite the 


houſes of Ryfje/l and Wentworth, leſt they 


ſhould be over-reached, or drawn in by a miſ- 
taken principle of duty, With a view to 


cement this union, the Lords Gower, Wey- 


mouth, and Mr. Rigby dined wi:h the Duke 
of Newcaſtle at Claremont ; with whom aiſo 
the Marquis of Rockingham, and his friends, 


dined likewiſe a few days afterwards. An 


application was made to the Marquis of. 


Rockingham by the Duke of Grafton, who, 


| however, would not conclude upon any thing 
without the participation of his friends. He 


ſet out therefore for Wooburn, on Saturday, 
| July 11, where he found Lord Albemarle, 


to whom, and his Grace of Bedford, he com- 


municated the cauſe of his vilit.. 
The Duke of Bedford, with a firmneſs and 


dignity highly becoming, replied, that Lord 


Temple, Mr. Grenville and himſeX were 
5 & 
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one, and that he would not proceed without 
conſulting them ;—nevertheleſs, © as the. 

Great Perſonage had made choice of the Mar- 

quis of Rockingham for his Miniſter, he 
_ ſhould readily acquieſce in that nomination, 

for the ſake of putting an end to parties, and 
reſtoring unanimity, ſo peculiarly wanting 
at this time in the management of the public 
buſineſs : but thought he renounced all pre- 
tenſions to any place or emolument for him- 
felf, yet he did not mean that his friends 
ſhould for that reaſon be excluded.” 
Lord Rockingham hoped that all nzeaſures, 
particularly thoſe relative to America, might 
be ſettled to the joint ſatisfaction of the 
Duke of Bedford, Lord Temple, and Mr. 
Grenville ; and as to men his Lordſhip de- 
clared for a wide and comprehenſive ſyſtem. 
"The anſwer returned to this communica- 

_ tion by Lord Temple and Mr. Grenville was, 
« that they concurred in the idea of a compre- 

henfive adminiſtration, as the likelieſt to be - 
permanent, and that they were ready to ſup- 

port ſuch. adminiſtration, though out of 
office.” 


One of the principal conditions of this 
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treaty was, the aſſerting and eſtabliſhing the 
ſovereignty of Great Britain over America :— 
upon this ground, though they did not mean 
to take places themſelves, they would uſe 
their beſt offices with their friends to accept 


of honourable and Eg ſituations i in go - 
vernment. 


The Duke of Newcaſtle gave his full con- 


fent to theſe propoſitions. And thus four 
great and reſpectable perſon s, of acknowledg- 
ed ability and experience, agreed to ſacrifice 
themſelves to the reſtoration of national tran- 
quility, and the eſtabliſhment of an admi- 

'niſtration formed on the moſt extenſive ſcale, 
| Lord Rockingham, by the advice of his 


friend Lord Albemarle, acquainted the Duke 


of Grafton with the reſult of their conſulta- 


tions, by whom it was reported to his Ma- 
Jeſty, and an anſwer was ſoon returned, ac- 


quieſcing in the ideas which they had adopted, 

but hoping that there was no intention to 
exclude 4s friends, and thoſe about his per- 
ſon. 


The Duke of Bedford, in FS FARE of. 


this reply, was requeſted to come town ; and 
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on the 20th of July a meeting took place at 
Newca{tl:-houſe, between the Dukes of 
Bedford, Newcaſtle, Richmond and Port- 
| land; the Marquis of Rockingham, the Earl 
of Sandwich, Viſcount Weymouth, Mr, 
Dowdeſwell, Mr. Rigby, and Admiral Kep- 
_pel.. 4 
A letter was read from Mr, Grenville, 
promiſing his ſupport to the new admini- 
ſtration, out of office, provided the depens 
dence and obedience of the colonies were 
aſſerted and maintained, Not a little alterca- 
tion aroſe on this, The Marquis of Rock- 
ingham became very warm; the Duke of 
Bedford remained cool and temperate ; Lord 
Sandwich endeavoured to meliorate the bu- 
fineſs, by remarking that the future conduct 
of Miniſters muſt be regulated by the beha- 
viour of the colonies. The others uniting in 
_ the ſame ſentiments, and Mr, Dowdeſwell 

changing the words aſſerted and maintained 
into ſupported, and eftabliſhed, the altercation 

on this head came to an end. 
The next buſineſs was the appointment of 
men to the great offices. The Marquis of 
| Rockingham propoſed himſelf for Firſt Lord 
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of the Treaſury, with the uſual powers, and 


named Mr. Dowdeſwell for his Chancellor . 
| of the Exchequer. 'The Duke of Bedford 


gave his conſent. —But when the Marquis 
named Mr, Conway for Secretary of State, 


and Minifter of the Houſe of Commons, the 
Duke replied, * that for two ſeflions he had. 


ſeen ſufficient proof of Mr. Conway's inabi- 
lity in a civil capacity, ever to agree to that 
propoſal, and he thought the Military was 


Mr, Conway s proper line; that he had al... 
ways entertained a very high opinion of him 


as a military officer ; that he had not the leaſt 


objeQtion to his being provided for on the 


military eſtabliſhment; nay, to his being 
- qualified to the utmoſt of his wiſhes,” 

The Marquis, however, would not recede 

from his propoſal ;—and the conference was 


thus ſtopped, as Mr. Rigby obſerved at the 


very threſhold. The nomination of a perſon 
to conduct and manage the Houſe of Com- 
 mons was an obje& of too much importance 
to be eaſily yielded. "The Manifter of the 


Houſe of Commons has the power of ſap- 


porting the meaſures of Government; and 


the ſyſtem which the Marquis wiſhed to 
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purſue with regard to America, was certainly 
 conciliatory. It was the intention of the. 
| Duke of Bedford to have appointed Mr. Rig- 
by to that ſituation ; for his Grace was fo 

favourable to the Court meaſures as to ſup- 
port the Grenvillian ſyſtem of taxation. - 

On the day following Lord Sandwich paid 
a viſit to the Duke of Newcaſtle; and in the 

_ courſe of a converſation on the preceding 
_-night's conference, the Duke intreated his 

Lordſhip to employ all his good offices in en- 
 deavouring to reconcile the parties who had 
differed ; trembling, as he ſaid, for the miſ- 
chiefs and dangers which muſt ariſe from a 
diviſion. Another meeting, conſiſting of | 
nearly the ſame perſons, took place the fame 
evening at Newcaſtle-houſe : but each party 
adhering to their former demands, the « con” 
ference was finally broken off. 

Though the Marquis of Rockingham had 
mentioned himſelf as taking the Treaſury, 
yet on mentioning this to a certain great 
 perſonage, —he replied, © that he never 
knew the Treaſury was deſigned for his 
Lordſhip.” Either the Marquis much miſ- 
conceived the converſation of the Duke of 
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Grafton, or there was a great want of can= 
dour in his Grace's communication. The 


Marquis on the day following waited cn the 


Duke of Bedford, to expreſs his wiſhes * that 


no difference might ariſe between them on 
account of what had paſſed ; but that they 


might continue in the ſame union and friend- 
ſhip as heretofore :””—to which his Grace 


conſented. The leading members of Admi- 


niſtration agreed to remain in their places. 
It was to the honour of the oppoſition that 
all finiſter efforts and temptations, which 
were repeatedly held out to difterent parts of 
them, in order to divide them, were ſteadily 
repelled, and uniformly refuſed: But it was 


ſtrongly ſuſpected that this negociation was 
not intended to ſucceed, when it was found 


they were not to be divided. Lord Manſ- 


| field afterwards attempted to open a nego- 
ciation with the Duke of Bediord, but with- 


out ſucceſs. "The public may, perhaps, re- 


 gret that the Duke did not continue inexo- 


rable. At the Duke of Grafton's ſolicita- 
tions, the Bedford party, in 1767, were pre- 
vailed upon to ſeparate from their friends and 


allies ; and while the negociations for theſe 
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| changes were under conſideration, the Duke 
_ of Bedford faid to Mr. Grenville, © that he 
hoped it would not be conſidered as a breach 
of good faith, if his friends thought them- 
{elves at liberty to accept of any ofter which 
might be made to them of public employ- 
ments.” —Mr. Grenville replied, © that he 
left to his Grace's own judgement, whether, 
ſetting every private compact and agreement 
aſide, the acceſſion of his Grace's friends to 
the preſent Miniſtry was not a breach of 
_ good faith to themſelves, and to the public ?” _ 

The Duke of Bedford's conduct on this 
| occaſion did not paſs uncenſured by the pub- 
lic. It was not eaſy to reconcile the ſtep he 


.had taken with the ſentiments he had pro- 


fefled, and the meaſures to which he was 
publicly pledged; aid as if every humilitating 
circumſtance had been fated to attend his 
Grace, Mr. Conway was till to be the Mi- 
Miſter of the Houſe of Commons, The Mini- 
ftry to which he had become reconciled was 
| protected by Lord Bute and his friends. 
" And yet the Duke of Bedford had formerly | 
infiſted on the diſmiſſion of Mr. Mackenzie, 
and had echoed through the kingdom com- 
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complaints of Lord Bute's influence, and of 
his own reſolution to oppole it. Meaſures 
are indeed permanent, and of eſſential conſes 
quence ; but a very ſhort experience may - 
ſerve to convince us, at all times, that there 
are ſcarce any men, however high in rank, 
who are worth contending for. 
During the year 1767, the French had 

_ purchaſed the Iſland of  Cortica of the Ge- 
| noeſe ; the Engliſh Court was alarmed, or 
appeared to be alarmed at this acceflion of 
power to the French monarchy; the ap- 
 pointment of a Britiſh Miniſter to the Court 

_ of Turin became neceſlary, by the refigna- 
tion of Mr, George Pitt, (Lord Rivers), and 
the Duke of Bedford's influence appointed 
Sir William Lynch, in oppoſition to Lord 
Tankerville, whoſe interc{t had been eſpouſ- 
ed by Lord Lanſdown, then Secretary of 
State. The interior Cabinet over-ruled the 
Secretary i in many inſtances. His Lordſhip 
had inſtructed Lord Rochford, the Britiſh 
Miniſter at France, to remonſtrate again{t 
the acquiſition of Corſica ; a remonſtrance_ 
which the French Miniſter treated with con- 

F f 
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- tempt :—perhaps he was better acquainted 
with the ſentiments of the Cabinet than the 
Secretary himſelf; but on the diſcovery of 
the deception which had been praCtiſed, they 
| both reſigned. —Yet Lord Rochford ſucceed- 
ed his Lordihip as Secretary, - only "e 
placed in the Northern department. 
The King of Sardinia, finding this coun- 
try indifferent about the*aggrandiſement of 
France, immediately attached himſelf to the 
Houſe of Bourbon. 
His Lordſhip's appointment was generally D 
believed to be more the effe& of fear than 
friendſhip, leſt the negociations at Paris 
ſhould be divulged, 'and the ſyſtem of the 
double Cabinet rendered more apparent and 
' more. deteſtable to the nation. One oc- 
currence will exemplify the condu&t of the 
Private junto :—In the winter of $708, me ©: 
| ofſtenfible Miniſtry conceived it neceflary to 
remove Lord Townſhend from the Vice-re- 
gency of Ireland, in conſequence of diſputes 
which had ariſen between him and ſome of 
the Nobility of that Kingdom : The Duke 
of Bedford wiſhed to ſend Lord Sandwich ;— 
the Duke of Grafton was the advocate of 
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Lord Harcourt.—Lord Bute, in the mean 
time, returned from the Continent, and ſet- 
tled the difference by rejeQting both, and 
continuing Lord Townſhend, who had been 
appointed by himſelf, a year longer than the 
uſual time of reſidence for Lord Lieutenants. 
In the autumn of 1768, Lord Chatham 
ſent in his final reſignation ; an event that 
had been for ſome time expefted. The 


| Duke of Grafton had made a complete al- 


lance with the Houſe of Bedford, as well in 
politics as matrimony ; he had married Miſs 
Wrotteſly, the neice of the Dutcheſs ; and 


his divorced lady, Miſs Liddel, had re-enter- 


ed into the bonds of Hymen with Lord Up- 


_ per Offory, nephew to the Duke ;—his 
Grace, therefore, deemed himſelf adequate 


| to all the difficulties and burthens of the 
State; and ſupported by the efficient Cabi- 
et,: he, for ſome years, laboured in the 
completion of that ſyſtem which, apparently, 
| has for its nltimate object the ſubverſion of 
Britiſh liberty. 
The Duke of Bedford continued in the 


Privy Council until the period of his death, 
PB: C'g- 
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which happened on the 14th of January, 
17 c In the diſpute which took place re « 
lative to F alkland's iſlands, his Grace's party 
were for preſerving the public peace at any 
rate; and in oppoſition to Lord Rochford, 

whom they tried to remove ; but the King 
refuſed to comply with their wiſhes. 

| From a general view of the late Duke of 
Bedford's conduct in political life, it does. 
not appear that he has given any addition of 
ſtrength or credit to the name of RusstLL, 
ſo diſtinguiſhed on. many glorious under- 
takings, Influence and intereſt to ſerve the 
party which he eſpouſed, he certainly did 
poſſeſs, but he was a man neither eminent 
for talent nor virtue; yet not ſo defective in 
either as the envenomed pen of party has re- 
preſented him. Perhaps the truth of his 
character may be rightly aſcertained on a 
medium between the panegyrics of Sir Wil- 
liam Draper, and the unqualified invectives 
of Junius. 
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P RANCIS, the fifth and preſent Duke TY 
Bedford, was born on the 11th of Auguſt, 
1765. Ly 

His . Grace ſeems to be actuated by the 
fame generous principles which diſtinguiſhed 

fo many of his anceſtors; and, as a Peer of 
the Realm, -to have adopted principles fa- 
vourable to rational liberty, and the general 
happineſs of his country. He has never ac- 


cepted any fituation under Government ; but, Þ 
. on the contrary, has taken an active part = 
againſt adminiſtration on the ſubject of the _ k 


| preſent war ; his-conduct in this reſpect has, 
however, been regulated by great candour 
and moderation.—As a ſpeaker, he poſſeſſes 
many deſirable excellencies. His arguments 
are clear and logically arranged ; never te- 
diouſly dwelt upon ; but enforced by neat, 
pointed, and correct language ; and there is 
a dignity in his manner which never fails of 
commanding reſpect. —In an impartial aſ- 
ſembly his eloquence could not fail of effect : 
— but againſt the imperial dictate of /ic vols, 
fie gubeo, reaſoning and oratory are directed | in 
yain. 


Not ſufficiently acquainted with the con - 
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' duct or manners of his Grace to delineate 
what he is, —we ſhall conclude with a ſketch 
of what a Duxe of BrproRD may be ;— 
«© Born to the higheſt rank, a ſplendid for- 
tune, and a glorious name—deriving from 
the firſt a conftitutional claim to reſpect, 
from the ſecond a natural extenfive authority, 
and from the laſt raiſing an expectation of 
hereditary virtue ;—the uſe he may make of 
ſuch advantages may be honourable to him- 
ſelf, and beneficial to makind. Conſcious 
of his own weight and importance, his con- 
duct in Parliament will be directed by no- 
thing but the conſtitutional duty of a Peer. 
He will conſider himſelf as the natural 
- guardian of the laws. Willing to ſupport 
the juſt meaſures of Government, but de- 
termined to obſerve the conduct of Miniſters 
with ſuſpicion, he will oppoſe the violence 


of faction with as much firmneſs as the en- 


croachments of prerogative, He will be as 
little capable of trafficking with a Miniſter, 
as of mixing in the intrigues: of oppoſition. 
Whenever an important queſtion ſhall call 
for his opinion in Parliament, he will be 


_ heard By the moſt profligate Miniſter with 


HOUSE OF BEDFORD. 223 


deference and reſpect. His authority will 
either ſanctify or diſgrace the meaſures of 
Government, —The people will look up to 
| him as their protector; and a virtuous Prince 


will have one honeſt man in his dominions_ 
in whoſe integrity and judgement he may 


 fafely confide.” 


7 
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Though in narrating the foregoing Anec- 
dotes, it had been our wiſh to keep out of 
the field of politics, and to abftradt ourſelves 


from all party conſiderations, yet it has un- 


avoicably happened that alluſions have fome- 
times been made to the principles and mea- 
ſures of various adminiſtrations, and ſome 


_ expreſſions of a fechnical kind have been ca- 


ſually uſed, which not being of univerſal] 
acceptance might call for explanation. — The 
expreſſions we mean chiefly are, Revo/ution, 
 Whigg1jm, BEDFORD Party, RockinGnant 
Party, Secret Influence, and a tew of fimilar 
nature, | 

The RevoruTion, in the accompliſh- 


' ment of which the Houſe of Bedford had a 


praiſe-worthy ſhare, means a change of Go- 
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- 


vernment from a mixed hereditary, to a mixed 


and eleFive hereditary form, cftected by the 


people, in the true. and © conſtitutional import 
of that word, in contradiſtin&tion to the per- 


ſonal or legal executive power of the Fir/} 


Magiſtrate ; or by the conſtitutional body of | 


the nation, including the Peers, Clergy, 


_, Commons, Freeholders, Citizens, and Bur- 


gefles :—neither the /egality nor the propriety 


and neceſ/ity of ſuch a change can be a ſub- 
 J=& of diſpute. The objects of it were, to 


put a ſtop to the injuries which the nation was 
then ſuffering ; and by a full and deciſive 
aſſertion of the ancient indubitable_ Rights: 


of the People, to provide a remedy, and pre- 


vent a return of the ſame or ſimilar evils. 


The means employed were, to re-fill the of- 
fice of Firſt Magiſtrate, which had been 


' groſsly abuſed, by one ele#ed or choſen from 
the neareſt of kin to the abdicating Prince, 
and thus preſerve an appearance of ſome at- 
tention to hereditary ſucceſſion, by aflociat= 
ng the abdicated King's daughter, as a nomr- 
aal partner in the government with the news. 


ly-eleted Firſt Magiſtrate who happened to 
be her. huſband, —The next ſtep was to af- 
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certain the leading privileges of the people in 


a general claim of Right, aſſerted to in full 
Parliament, which was to be binding, not 
only on the contracting parties, but on their 
reſpective heirs and ſucceſſors for ever. 

The principal actors in this important 


work were indiſputably the O/d J/higs, whoſe 
doctrines were then conſolidated into the few 


following ſimple poſitions — 

That the devolution of the Crown depend- 
ed on the people, properly ſo called ;—that 
the exerciſe of the executive powers of the 


State were held in the nature of a conditional 


truſt, which included an ultimate controul, 
reviſion, and right of ſupercedure in thoſe 


who were ſuppoſed to delegate that truſt ; 
' that the perſons, or Miniſters of the Crown, 


to whom this executive power was dealt ont 
in ſeparate portions, ſtood doubly reſponſible ; 
firſt: to the Prince, in their ſeveral ſtations, 
but efficiently to Parliament and the people, 
whoſe ſervants they were. The O/#4 Whigs, 


fond of the effence as well as form of a mo-. 


narchy, circumſcribed by the law and the 


conſtitution, looked upon the King as the 
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creature of that copſtitation, called forth i into 
political exiſtence for the general welfare, in- 
veſted with. an unlimited power of doing 
good, and a ons incapacity of doing | 
harm, 

It has been faid by Bolingbroke, that the 
T ries united with the Whigs in accompliſh- 
ing the Revolution; that they acquze/ced, 
from a principle of fear, there can be no 
doubt, They were afraid that a Common - 
wealth would have been formed, to the total 
_ excluſion of James's two daughters, who 
were the favourites of the Tory party,—or 
that the Prince of Orange would have been | 
formally ele&ed, without any attention to the 
claim of hereditary right. 

From the Revolution, and the Jnfieines 
which then prevailed both in theory and 
practice, the following ſhort analyſis may be 
drawn :—The crown was made hereditarily-. 
elective; the right of eleftion was veſted in 
Parliament, where it had been lodged from 
the carlieſt date of the Norman Monarchy : 
the ſervants of the crown were rendered re-- 


ſponſible to the people for their conduct ; the 
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public purſe was reſtored to thoſe who had 

alone the right of its diſpoſM. 

The Revolution, it is well known, was 
fuddenly effected ; and in ſuch caſes a certain 
ſpecies of violence is often mixed with deli- 

| beration, where every perſon, acting on 

either ſide, is ſuppoſed to act on principles of 
| the bigheſt conviction, and liable to be made 

perſonally reſponſible for the effects of the 

higheſt conviction, and liable to be made 
perſonally reſponſible for the effects of the 
general deliberation ;—it is no wonder, then, 
that in ſuch a ſtate of things, the majority of 

_ thit Parliament, who riſked almoſt every 

thing, who ſtaked their lives and fortunes on 

the iſſue, ſhould be deemed wile, indepen=- 
dant, and incorruptible. As ſoon, however, 
as the imminent danger was over, ſome of 
the principal actors in this glorious under» 


taking ceaſed to be demi-gods—too many of 


them bore teſtimony to the infirmities of 
human nature; and William had been not 
more than three years on the throne, when 
modern Whiggiſm made its appearance 1n 


Sy ſome degree of maturity. From that time to 
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the year 1721, a ſtruggle continued between 


the new faith and the Whiggiſm of 1689, 


when the former was fully eſtabliſhed by ut 
ability and intrigue of Walpole. 


"The diſciples of modern Whiggiſm pre- 
tended to maintain the leading principles of 
the old doctrines, except in the inſtance of 


long Parliaments, places, penſions, and ftand- 
_ Ing armies. , They contended that corruption 


was become a neceſlary expedient, if not a 
native principle of government ; conſequently 
it would be eaſier and cheaper to purchaſe a 


vote at an eleQion, or a voice in Parliament, 


once in ſeven years, than ſeven times within 


the fame period. Placemen were necellary in 


Parliament, becauſe who could ſo properly 
condudt the buſineſs of the nation there, as 
thoſe who were employed in the execution 
of it in office? Penjions anſwered ſeveral 


wiſe and falutary purpoſes ; they were pro- 


perly beſtowed on men of merit, to whom 
their country was indebted for their ſervices. 
It was but reaſonable that the Prince ſhould 
have it in his power to reward an old and 


faithful ſervant; and that, in fome inſtances, 


for matters zo? proper nor prudent to be re- 
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vealed. A penfion might, laſtly, have- the 
 effe&, on ſome particular occaſions, of ſup= 
prefling the dangerous oppoſition of ſome 
men of oppoſite principles, endowed with 
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great talents, and the powers of oratory and i 
. Parliamentary perſuaſion. Standing armies Ft 
were rendered neceſ/ary on account of the FE K 
numerous armies eſtabliſhed by the _ 'N 


powers of Europe. | 
The plan of this ſyſtem of government = 
evidently differed in many eſſential points from — b 
that laid down and eſtabliſhed, at leaſt in 
theory, at the Revolution ;—and particularly 
in this inſtance, that the executive or com- 
pulſory power of the State was not lodged 
in the firſt Magiſtrate, but was veſted in the 
heads of a party, whoſe leading doctrines 
have been now deſcribed, and who filled the 
principal ſituations in Government, 
An attempt was made to overturn this ſyſ- 
tem, under Walpole, by a coalition formed 
among perſons out of place, poſſeſſing the 
principles of the O/d Whigs, Walpole was 
indeed driven from the helm ; but the new 
patriots were preſently corrupted ; and Wal- 
pole's doctrines, with very little deviation, 
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450 ANECDOTES OF THE 
were taught and praQiiſed under the Pelhams, 
*till the year 1750. 

The tree of Corruption. had, however, 
| taken ſo deep a root, and ſo widely ſpread its 
flouriſhing branches, that it was now judged 
to be able to ſuſtain and aſſiſt the progreſs 
of the plant Prerogative, which had, for 
ſome time, been ſhorn almoſt to the quick. 

An indiſcreet and indiſcriminate' regard for 
even good Kings, has often been fatally dan- 
gerous to the liberties of free ſtates. Queen 
Elizabeth raiſed the glory of England to 
& height much beyond its former pitch, and 
the people enjoyed a ſplendor unknown to 
| their anceſtors ; but ſhe certainly cannot be 
numbered among thoſe whoſe reigns were 
favourable to liberty :—and had the weak 
Princes who ſucceeded, equalled her in the 
wiſdom of their government, as they exceeded 
her in the folly of their claim to prerogative, 
they might have improved their ſtock of un- 


controuled ſway into 'a confirmed ſy ſtem of il 


arbitrary power. | 

Much about the period | we have been 
ſpeaking of, this exploded doctrine began 
to be revived, under the fatal auſpices of 
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F nobleman, deſcended from that deluded 
7 family whoſe matchleſs folly had coſt them 


the crown they were unworthy to wear, 
Long before his acceptance -of any -o/ten/ible 
ſituation had enabled him to take the aſcen- 


dancy at Court, Prerogative and the power 


of the Crawn had been ſounded in a manner 
of which there had been no example ſince 


the illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover had come to 
the throne - their poſſeſſion of which is a 


perpetual tribute to the PARaMouxnT Rizhzs 
of the People, by whoſe free choice it was 


conferred. Writers were hired, not to de- 


fend the prerogative, for it was not invaded ; 
-—not to maintain it, for it was not Silutes; 


but to ſcrew it up beyond the limits within 
which the Conſtitution has circumſcribed it ; 
and an inclination was vitibly maniſted to ex - 


tend the Royal influence and authority, in 


A manner as dangerous 4s {urpriting. It be- 
came faſhionable to regret that the preroga- 


tive was in too low a ſtate ; and the impru- 
dence of juvenile politicians, intoxicated with 
premature preferment, ſcrupled not to avow 
a deſign formed to raiſe the power of the 
(r9WN, | 
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| The accefſion of his preſent Majeſty to 
the Throne, would have been a period fa- 
' vourable beyond moſt others to the eſtablith- 
ment of the doctrines in queſtion. There 
were many circumſtances that concurred to 
recommend the young Monarch to the uni- 
verfal affeQion of his ſubjects ; and there was 
a diſpoſition in all parties to unite in ſupport 
of his Government. The circumſtance of 
the King' S being a native of this country, 
contributed not a little to increaſe his popu- 
 larity, and was readily laid hold of to capti- 
 vate the minds of the people. "The Noble- 
man to whom we have alluded, on obſerving 
the warm profeſſions of duty and affection to 
the Sovereign, in which every part of the 
kingdom rivalled another at his acceſſion, 
faid, —* that it would be the duty of the pe- 
culiar ſituation in which he found himſelf, to 
_ prevent the nation's complimenting away its 
liberties to a King who was ſo much be= 
loved.” 
| There was little fear that a Sovereign e em- 
bued with the principles, and enamoured 
with the glories of the Conſtitution, in the 
boſom of which he was born, would ever 
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think of plucking the ſmalleſt part of fo rich. 


a plumage. The Minifter, too," was proba- 
bly miſtaken, if he thought the people of 
England would ever put his good offices to 
the trial; but his adminiſtration, either pro- 


per or delegated, did not give any ſtrong 


proofs that they might have relied upon, if 
they had been needed. 

The meaſures of Government were not, 
for ſome time, apparently changed :—yet 
the leading men 1n official fituations began to 


feel the eftect of an mviſihle agency, a ſecret 
influence, which counter-a&ted their beſt de- 


figns, and rendered them nugatory. The 
idea of an mterior Cabinet was now broach- 


ed, which ſhould conſiſt entirely of the King's 


Friends, as they were denominated ; among 


whom every meaſure was firſt canvaſied and. 


| decided upon, previous to its communication 
to the o/ten/ible Miniſter, 
The technical term of King's friends, 46 


the word friend is fo ſtrangely applied) re- 


quires explanation ,—it is by no means to be 


underſtood of thoſe perions who always vote 
one way, under the impreſſion that ſupporting 
Adminiſtration is an act of perional Te- 
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ſpect to the Sovereign ; that Government 
and, Adminiſtration mean the ſame thing , 
and that oppoſing Miniſterson any account 
is a cenſureable conduct ;—ſach men, how- 
ever miſtakenly, act upon principle ; and tho' 
they may be charged with folly, are not 
perhaps deſtitute of virtue.—But the parties 
in the times of which we ſpeak, who arro- 
gated to themſelves the appellation of King's 
Friends, laid no pretenfions to public confi- 
dence, or to public virtue; to no perſonal 
attachment to the King, nor regard to the 
Conſtitution, —They were ſ{ele&ed from men, 
who having no predileQtion for any thing 
under heaven but their own intereſt, were 
willing to undertake and execute whatever 
their polical creator was pleaſed to command. 
'Their abilities had been known in office and 
in Parhament; they were pliable to every 
_ direction ; there was ' no party with whom 
| they had not co-operated—no ſyſtem of admi- 
niſtration which they had not embraced—no 
meaſure, however contradictory to their for- 
mer avowed ſentiments and opinions, which 
they were aſhamed to varniſh over,—nor any 
ſet of men, whom they had not abandoned 
_ and betrayed. They were diſtributed with 


A 


art and judgement through the ſeveral de- 
partments of the ſtate, or in /ine cure places; 


' they ſeldom aimed at the high and reſponſible. 


offices of the kingdom ; but occupied places 
which were merely an excuſe for falary; 
while they poſſeſſed all the influence of the 


higheſt ſituations, and dictated in almoſt every 


thing with the pride of conſcious ſuperiority. 
| Whenever they diflented from their nominal 
leaders, the tramed part of the Senate, in- 


 inRively in the ſecret, conſtantly followed 


them, provided the oftenſible Miniſter and 


his friends, ſenſible of their fituation, did not 
themſelves recede in time from their moſt 


declared opinion. A cabinet ſo conſtructed 


—an Adminiſtration ſo directed, cannot be. 


more aptly reſembled than by a puppet - -ſhew, 
where 


The puppets, blindly led away, 
Are made to att for ends unknown : 
By the mere ſpring of wires they play, 
And Avek m language not their own, 
SWIFT 


Hhe 
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But there was little need for the extention 
of prerogative when the influence of the 
Crown was become greater that at any former 
period of our hiſtory; the conſciouſneſs of 
this extending influence gave birth to the 
ſyſtem we are now condemning, and which 
' will be ſomewhat elucidated by the following 
advice given by a noble Peer a ſhort time pre- 
vious to the Marquis of Rockingham's ad- 
miniſtration: ** When we contider, faid he, 
in how many boroughs the Government has 
the voters at its command, when we conſider 
the vaſt body of perſons employed in the 
collection of the revenues in evcry part of 
the kingdom, the inconceivable number of | 
placemen, and candidates for places in the 
cuſtoms, in the exciſe, in the poſt. office, 
in the docks-yards, in the ordnance, in the 
falt-office, in the ſtamps, in the navy and 
victualling offices, in the admiralty and war 
offices, and in Aa variety of other depart=- 
ments ; when we conſider again the exten-_ 
ſive influence of the money corporations, 
ſubſcription. jobbers, and contractors, the 
_ endleſs dependence created by the obligations _ 
conferred on the bulk of the Gentlemen's 
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families throughout the kingdom, who have 
relations preferred in our navy, and numerous 


ſtanding army ; when, ſays his Lordſhip, we 
conſider how wide, how binding a depen= 
dence on the Crown 1 is created by the above. 
enumerated particulars, and the great, the 


enormous weight, and influence which the 
Crown derives from this extenſive depen- 
dence upon its favours and power, any Lord 
in waiting,—-any Lord of the Bedchamber, — 
any man, may be appointed Mi ler.” 


As ſoon as Lord Bute, by poſſeſſing him- 
ſelf of the Treaſury, became at once the ef- 


ficient and the oftenſible Miniſter, a new po- 


litical revolution took place : men of very 
different views, tempers, and principles, 


found themſelves, by a kind of fata/ry, in - 
ſtantly united in the fame intereſt, The Pe/- 
hamite party, as the moſt numerous and 
powerful, who looked upon tl themſelves to have 


a perpetuity in the diſpoſal 1 of all the great 


| poſts and emoluments of the ſtate, found that 
they were proſcribed, and that St. James's 


gate was ſhut againſt them. Lord Temple, 


Mr. Pitt, andall their friends and adherents 


ſtood pretty nearly in the ſame predicament. 
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* Numbers of perſons, in and out of place, 


who profeſs no principle, and diſclaim all 
| party attachments, but who are eager to get 
in, and angry when they are obliged to go our, 


Joined thoſe two parties, as they were led by 


_ perſonal attachment. 


The death of the Duke of Devonſhire j in 
1764, cauſed the Whig party to look for a 


new leader. The Duke of Newcaſtle was 
become nearly ſuperannuated; Mr. Legge had 
| been diſgraced by Lord Bute, and was now 


dead. Mr. Pitt, Lord Temple, and their 
friends were followed by the independent 
party above deſcribed. Lord Shelburne, and 
_ a few partizans, declared in general for mea- 


ſures, not men ; and Lord Camden, then 
Chief Juſtice of the Common Pleas, was re= 


vered by the ſeveral leaders in oppoſition, but 
was looked upon as immediately connected 
with Mr. Pitt. In this ſtate of things, Lord 
Rockingham, hitherto unknown in the po- 
litical world, was ſeleted to ſucceed to the 
Duke of Devonſhire, and was, of .courſe, 
ſuſtained by the whole weight of the Whig 


party, patronized by the Duke of Cumber- 
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land, and animated by the old Duke of New- 
—_— Es PE 
It was ſome trouble, however, to ſmooth 
the road for the return of this party into i 4 
power, Lord Bute had reſigned in 1763, _ Þ | 
but ſtill preſerving a taſte for ſubſtantial T4 
power, he had recummended his ſucceſſors ; | {0 
among the firſt of whom was Mr. George # 
Grenville ; but his Lordſhip had not confi- -Fh 
_ dered- that this Gentleman's heart was en= # 
tirely Engliſh, that he loved his country, | 7 | 
and revered the Conſtitution. The principal 1m 
_ and his ſubſtitute ſoon differed ; and in a few 
months after making the arrangement, his 
Lordſhip was inclined to break it. He 
_ opened a negociation with Mr. Pitt, which 
_ proving unſucceſsful, the Bedford party was 
received in a body :—but the diſmiflion of his Pr 
| Lordſhip's brother, and the oppoſition to the | WP! 
| regency bill, by which his Lordſhip was ſet 17 
at defiance, again Excited his diſcontent, He Bn'd. 
| had been refuſed by Lord Temple and Mr. _ i 
| Pitt ; the Whigs had been betrayed, diſmiſ= bf {4 
ſed, and diſgraced through his influence, In [ik | 
this dilemma, the moſt extraordinary ſcheme {2 
preſented itſelf to his Lordſhip's imagination ; _ 
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which was, to apply to the Duke of Cum- 
berland. His Royal Highneſs had felt him- 
ſelf hurt, through the intrigues of Carlton 
Houſe, in the Convention of C/ofter Seven ; 
from which time he had not troubled him- 
ſelf with public afairs ; but an application, 
of a hind which could not be refuſed, was ſaid 
to be made to his Highneſs, who went him-- 
| elf on the errand to Mr. Pitt and to Lord 
HAD. - Mr. Pitt declined taking any part 

in the arrangements propoſed by his High- 
neſs; and Lord Temple inſiſted upon ſuch 
an entire change in the lower as well as the 
higher offices of State, and ſuch a total ex- 
cluſion of Lord Bute from the leaſt interfe- 
rence in public meaſures, that his rerms were 
peremptorily reje&ed ; the negociation was 
broken off, and the Marquis of Rockingham, 
in July 1765, was appointed Firſt Lord of 
the Treaſury, and thus originated the Rock- 
mmgham party, who afſumed the dire&ion of 
affairs at a very difficult criſis. —T hey at firſt 
poſlefied but a very ſmall ſhare of popularity ; 
and after the Duke of Cumberland's death 
they were not ſuppoſed to ſtand upon a firm 
foundation at Court. 
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After the peace at Paris, a ſcheme for raiſ- 


ing a revenue in America certainly became 


a favorite plan with Adminiſtration ; and the 
increaſe of the peace eſtabliſhment was to 
_ operate towards that point; as well as to gra- 
tify Miniſters and increaſe their Parliamen- 
tary intereſt, by obliging their friends with 
 preferment in the military line. But the in- 
ſtant now arrived, which was to embody 


factions and knots of men very oppoſite in 


their principles, and of different views, The 
| Bedford and Grenville party had never poſ- 


ſeſſed the eſteem of the Sovereign and his 
confidential friends. Mr, Grenville was at 


variance with his brother, Lord Temple, 
though both exclaimed loudly againſt the 
over-ruling influence of Lord Bute ; who, 
in return, was equally inimical to the Duke 
_ of Bedford and Mr, Grenville. But there 
was one point in which they all agreed ; and 
that was to obtain a revenue from America. 
The new Adminiſtration allowed the main 


principle, but differed in the means of carry-_ 


ing it into execution. 'This difference of 
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tinued to exiſt *till America ceaſed to be a 


dependency of Great Britain. The Marquis, 
after performing many apparent ſervices, was 


| ſoon after removed; and himſelf and his 


friends quitted their places with a difin« 


 tereſtedneſs which will be more the object 


of admiration than example. The coalition 
then took place between Lord Bute and the 


' Earl of Chatham. 


The foregoing explanation of terms and 
circumſtances appeared neceſſary, to account 


for the political condu&t of ſome of thoſe 


leading perſonages whom we have had acca- 


fion to mention in the courſe of the foregoing 
anecdotes, 


ADDENDA: © 


The following Additions either relate tmme= 


diateiy to the paſſages, or have a tendency 
Jo elucidate the h1 iftory of roof pertads, FH 
wwhich they ys 

PAGE ; 


es * he feudal ſyſtem was introduced into - | 


England at a period when the. people of 


Chriſtendom were ſunk in the moſt deplo- 
rable ignorance, and, conſequently, in dif- 


orders of every kind: for ſuch was their con- 
dition about the age of William the Con- 
queror ; but from which period alfo, the 


firſt beams of the ſun of ſcience began to 
dawn upon Northern Europe ; and, how- 


ever ill-fitted ſuch a form of government 


might be, even when reduced toits moſt re- 


gular ſyſtem, to enſure either liberty or tran= 
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quillity, it was certainly preferable to "EL 


univerſal licentiouſneſs on one hand, and op= 


preſſion on the other, by which it had been 
every where preceded. A ſpirit of liberality 
and munificence, which was the characte- 
riſtic of the ancient Barons, certainly contri- 

 buted to meliorate the condition of the pea- 
_ fantry or villams, An unlimited hoſpitality 


reigned in the palaces of the Monarch, and 
in the caſtles of the Barons; the courts of 
ſome of the Kings of England, in the 12th, 


13th, and 14th centuries, were ſplendid and 


numerous to a degree ſcarcely credible, and 


_ of which modern days exhibit but a puny re- 
ſemblance. The court 'of Richard II. has 


been thus deſcribed by an niftorian of inte-.. 


grity == 


« His royalty was OY that whereſvever 
he lay, his perſon was guarded by two hun- 


dred Cheſhiremen ; he had about him thir- 
| teen Biſhops, beſides Barons, Knights, Eſ- 

quires, and others more than needed ; inſo- 
- much, that to the houſhold came every day 
to meat 10,000 people, as appeared by the 
meſſes told out of the kitchen to three bun- 
dred ſervitors,” 
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But a more accurate idea of the magnifi- 
cence, hoſpitality, and opulence, of the Ba- 
rons of the period alluded to, may be ob-. 
| tained from an account of the houſehold ex- 
pences of Thomas, Earl of nora for 
AD. 14173 
In that year the Earl expended. a ſam 
which, valued in filyer, was equal to 21,9271. 
and would be equivalent to almoſt 110,0001. 
of our preſent money. The ſurpriſing dif- 
ference in ſome of the articles of that account, 
gives us reaſon to ſuppoſe that it would re- 
quire even a much greater ſum to purchaſe 
an equal quantity of proviſions at this time, 
The pipe of French wine coſt only ſeventeer 
ſhillings, which would be equal to 41. 5s. of 
our money.—And of the immenſe quantity 
of other kinds of proviſions conſumed in his 
family, we may judge from the quantity of 
wine, which was no leſs than 37! pipes in 
| the year above mentioned. | 4" 
The Barons, in general, ſpent almoſt all ; { 
their revenues, and the produce of their large "o1 
domains, in hoſpitality at their caitles in the p 
country, which were ever open to ſtrangers | - v1 
| Ofcondition, as well as to their vaſlals and 87 
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their followers. This hoſpitality STE to 
decline a little toward the 15th century, 
when ſome of the Barons, inſtead of dining 
in the great Hall, accompanied by their nu 
merous dependents, according to ancient 
_ cuſtom, dined now in private parlours with 
_ their own families, and a few familiar friends ; 
_ but this innovation was extremely unpopular, 
- and ſubjected thoſe who had m_— it to 
much reproach. | 


PAGE 273. 


It ſhould appear from the play of © The 
Life and Death of Thomas, Lord CRrRoM- 
WELL,” (one of thoſe attributed to Shakeſ- 

| peare,) that the Earl of Bedford had been 
betrayed by the French, and was ſhut up in 

the town of Bononaa, in Italy ; from whence 
Cromwell delivered him, by the ſtratagem of 
making the Duke change cloaths with his 
ſervant, and thus conducted him ſafe to 

_ Mantua. This circumſtance is ſuppoſed to 
| have laid the foundation of Cromwell's fu- 
ture fortune and honours ;—for, as the no- 
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ble Earl is made to fay in the drama aboye- 
- mentioned, ORE a 
«© 4 Ruſſell never yet was found ingrate.” 


| OO rmnrr Im 
PAGE 29, 


| Erratum, for Sir Fohn, read Sir Fames Melville. 
When Mary was informed of the honour 
intended her, and that the Earl of Bedford 
had arrived at Berwick, ſhe ſent Sir James 
Melville to meet him at Coldingham, to in- - 
form him of the ſtate of her affairs, and to 
contradict the many malicious calumnnies 574 fl 
which her enemits had propagated, * The 
good Earl (fays Sir James,)-gave me more 
credit than he did to any wrong report that 
was made, —For he was, at this time, be- 
come of the ſureſt and moſt affectionate = 
friends ſhe had.” | ana i | 
Sir James Melville, in his Memoirs, pro- | 
ceeds to relate the following anecdote :— _=—_. 
When all the reſt of the Ambaſſadors were 3 
come, they repined to ſee the Engliſh more E: FT 
friendly and familiarly uſed than themſelves —=_ ; 
For we had then more to do with England pb” 
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243 ADDENDA. 
_ than with France ; and the French Farl that 
_ was ſent was no courtier, but a ſimple man. 
And Monſieur de Morat, the Duke of Sa- 
voy's Ambaſſador, being far off, came after 
the baptiſm; During their abode at Stirling, 


there was daily banquetting, dancing, and 
triumph ;—and at the principal banquet _ 


there fell out a grudge among the Engliſh= _ 


men ; for a Frenchman, called Baſtian, de+ 


' viſed a number of men formed like Satyrs, 
' with long tails and whips in their hands, 


running before the meat, which was brought 
through the great Hall upon a machine or 


_ engine, marching as appeared alone, - with 


muſicians cloathed like maids, ſinging and 
playing upon all ſorts of inſtruments, But 
the ſatyrs were not content only to make 
way or room, but put their hands behind 


_ them to their tails, which they wagged, with 


their hands in ſuch ſort, as the Engliſhmen 


| ſuppoſed-it had been deviſed and done in de- 
Tifion of them, weakly apprehending that 
' which they ſhould not have appeared to un-. 


derſtand. For Mr. Hatton, Mr. Ligniſh, 


. and the moſt part of the Gentlemen, defired 
'.. to ſup before the Queen and great banquet, 


% | , . 4 , 
®. - 
Fe” ADDENDA. 249 
that they might ſee the better the order and ] 
ceremonies of the triumph : but ſo ſoon as they Wi 
perceived the fatyrs wagging their tails, they all ; # 
fat down upon the bare floor, behind the back y 
' of the table, that they might not ſee them- j 
| ſelves derided as they thought... Mr. Hatton \. 
 faid unto me that, if it were not in the M 
+ Queen's preſence, he would put a dagger i 
into the heart of that French knave Baſtian, ll 
who, he alledged, had done it out of deſpightt | i 
that the Queen made more of them than of pf 
the Frenchmen. I excuſed the matter the ih 
| beſt that I could ; but the noiſe was ſo oreat 0 


behind the Queen's back, where her Ma- 
jelty and my Lord of Bedford did fit, that 
they turned about their faces to enquire what 
the matter meant. I informed them that it 
was occaſioned by the fatyrs; ſo that the 
| Queen and my Lord of Bedford had both _ 
enough to do to get them appeaſed, It fell 
out unhappily at ſuch a time, and the Eng- 
liſh gentlemen committed a great overſight 
to notice it as done againſt them.—But my 
Lord of Bedford was diſcreet, and interpre- 
ted all things to the beſt.” 
| Kk 
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ADDENDA, 


In the Memoirs of Illuſtrious Ladies of 
Great Britain, we find the following anec- | 
dotes of the Lady Elizabeth, wife of Yohn 
| Ruſſell, eldeſt fon of the ſecond Duke of 
' Bedford. | 
56." mas oroarkable Lady, the third daugh- 
ter of Sir Anthony Cooke, was born about 
the year 1529.—Happy in having a learned 
| and poliſhed education, ſhe made a conſide- 
able progreſs in her literary purſuits, and 
gained the applauſe of the greateſt ſcholars of 
the age in which (he lived, for her erudition, 
Her firſt huſband was Sir Thomas Hobby, 
whom ſhe accompanied to Paris, on being 
appointed by Queen Elizabeth her Ambaſſa- 
 dor to the Court of France. At Paris Sir 
Thomas died, in the year 1566, aged 46, 
and left his diſconſolate widow pregnant. 
Lady Hobby having brought her huſband's 
_ eorple home, ereted a chapel to his memory 
 atthe church-at Biſham, in Berkſhire, care- 
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_ fully depoſiting his remains, and thoſe of Sir 
Philip Hobby, his brother, in the ſame vault, 
and adorning them with copious inſcriptions, 
both in Latin and Engliſh verſe, of her own | 
compoſition, By Sir Thomas ſhe had four 
children, two fons and two daughters, From 
the following letter, written with her own 

| hand to her. brother, Lord Treaſurer Bur-_ 
leigh, it appears that her ſon Thomas, born 

| after the death of her huſband, gave her 

_ great uneaſineſs by his extravagance and diſ- | 
obedience. From' this letter it alſo appears 
| that ſhe had no ſmall ſhare of ſpirit and ſenſe, 

_ and that her economy was uncommon. In a 
few years after the death of Sir Thomas, ſhe 
was married to the above Lord John Ruſlell. | 

| By him ſhe hada fon, who died young, and if 
two daughters, Anne and Elizabeth ;—the þ | 
| 


ſingularity of the death of the latter is com- 
memorated in Weſtminiter Abbey, in a mo- 
nument raiſed to her memory ;—the tradition 
3s, that ſhe bled to death by the prick of a 
needle in the fore-finger of her left hand. ll 
The cauſe really was a gangrene, occaſioned | } 
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Fw ADDENDA: 
by the pricking of a MErEes which brought 
her to the grave. ' | 
Lady Ruſſell tranſlated out of French into 
Engliſh, a treatiſe entitled, «© 4 Way of 
Reconciliation of a Good and Learned Man, 
touching the true Nature and Subftance of the 
| Body and Blod of Chriſt mm the Sacrament.” 
This book, printed in the year 1565, ſhe de- 
dicated to her then only daughter, Anne 
Herbert, wife to the Lord H. Herbert, fon 
and heir to Edward, Earl of Worceſter, It 
opens in the following 1 manner : 
«© Moſt ,vertuous and worthily beloved 
| daughter ;' even as from your firſt birth and 
_ cradle I was ever moſt - careful above any 
worldly thing, to have you ſuck the perfect 
' milk of ſincere religion ; fo willing to end as 
| I began, 1 have left to you, as my legacy, 
this book, a moſt precious jewel, to the com- 
fort of your ſoul, being the work of a good 
learned man, made above fifty years ſince in 
Germany ; after by travail a French creature, 
_ now naturalized by me into Engliſh,” _ 
| Then proceeding to give her reaſons for 
the publication of this piece, ſhe tells us, 


OSTER 
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« that at firſt ſhe meant not to ſet it abroad 
in print ; but herſelf only to have ſome cer- 
tainty to lean unto, in a matter ſo full of 
controverſy, and to yielda reaſon of her opi- 


nion. But fince lending the copy of her. 


own hand to a friend, ſhe was bereft thereof 


by ſome, and fearing leſt after her death it 
ſhould be printed according to the humours 


of others, and wrong the dead, who, in his 
life, approved her tranſlation with his own 


had, by anticipation, prevented the worſt.” 


well, my good Nancy,-—God bleſs thee with 
the continuance of the comfort of the holy 


end.” | 

It is not certain when this exemplary Lady 
died : ſhe was living in the month of Auguſt, 
1596, but in a very weak condition. Ina 
letter to her nephew Cecil, without date, 


ing year, ſhe complains heavily of her bad 
ſtate of health, and the infirmities of oli! age, 


allowance; therefore dreading, ſhe ſays, to 
wrong him, above any other reſpe&t, ſhe. 


She concludes with theſe words—*< Fare- - 


ſpirit, that it may ever work in you, and 
perſevere- with you to the end, and in the 


which ſeems to have been written the follow- 
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_ being apprehenſive of a fadden death. | She | 
_ concludes—* Your Lordſhip's owld aunt, 
of compleat 68 years, that prays for Tore 1 

aero s long lyfe. | 


ELIZABETH Rvs8ELL, Dowager,” 


" Lal Rvs8eLL to-ber Brother, Lord T reg=. 
: farer BuRLEIGH, 
cc MY GOOD LORD, 

« Thinking it my duty to preſent my 
humble duty to her Majeſty, and to ſend to 
the coorte, to underſtand how her Majeſty in 
this troubleſome tyms doth beare this unna= 
turall conſpiracy agaynſt herſelf and theyr 
country ; I thought good alſo to give your= 
ſelf moſt humble and harty thanks for your 
Lordſhip's letters ; and to let your Lordſhip 
know that in my harte I kiſs the hand that 
took ſo much payne with penn, Agayne I 
 fownd my, chylde in Sheppey, and he is now 
here. The cauſe of his departure is bicauſe 
he ſhoold this next tearme by my appoynt= 
ment have been placed in innes coorte, for 
his better inſtruction : where I had taken or- 

der, he ſhould have been placed at Miche}- 
' mas laſt was a twelvemonth, as Mr. Farmer 
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car witneſs with me : but that in reſpe@ of 
his littleneſs, Mr. Farmer entreeted me, both 


in reſpect of his own creditt, and the howſe, 
I would forbeare till he were bigger : for 
that he ſhould be reputed as a chyld. The 
boy ſayeth by no means he can frame him- 


{If to lyke or to take that courſe to his own. 
good and my comfort. On the other fide 


| for travell, the ſequell of his brother's tra- 


vell, and example of Anthony Bacon, doth 


make me reſolute in no wiſe to. conſent to 
| his going over the ſea, The danger moſt 
great; I have but two ſoones: the profit 
_ uncertyne, fryvolous ; the languages to be 
learned with the ſcite of countryes here at 
home by bookes, with leſs dawnger than in 
theſe days by journey. The certayne fruetes 
daily fownd of young mens travell now a 
dayes nothing but pryde, charge, and vany- 
tie, in demming better of theyr own con- 
ceytes, then wiſdom would. And tho” I 
will never be found unnaturall, yet will I not 
- while I live beggar myſelf for my cradell if I 
may prevent it. Now my Lord fins he will 


not apply himſelf to law, which I greatly 


defired, the next coorſe is to dedicate him 


—_<——— 


Oo "> 
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to your r fervioe, the only man and ſubject 


myſelf doth ſo much honowre and love as 


toafford my ſoone to ſerve, and weare livery. 
 Yf it pleafe your Lordſhip to vouchſafe to 


accept him, he ' ſhall during your likeing of 


him to the honoure of your Lordſhip' $ ſer- 
' vice coſt me yerly one hundreth pounds ; if. 
| he apply himſelf thorowghly and diligently 
to pleaſe your Lordſhip, Yf it pleaſe not 


your Lord(hip to accept him, nor to trouble. 
yourſelf with him, affuredly ſach hath his 
unnaturall bad nature and inſolency been, in 


ſaſpe&ing me with diſdayne to ſerve me, and 
_envying my love to his poore wronged ſiſters, 


being infants, joyned with refuſal to take 


that coorſe of law, which might in end 


bredd my comforte and his owne goode ; as | 


with reverence, being ſpoken to yourſelf only; 


FE am reſolute ; let him gad to my Lord of 


Leiceſter, or who living, except my Lord 


Treaſurer's ſervice, he ſhall never coſt me 


| more than the forty pounds yerly, allredy 
aſſured him; procured firſt of myne owne in- 


clination, without the perſwaſion of eny liv - 


mg or ded; ſins I have ſo ſmall thanks for 


that, I am taught for more. © Neather ſhall | 


4-2: 
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eny living, I except none, perſwade me 


during myne owne naturall lyfe to aſſure eny 


more to him, fins he hath had the face 


to ſay to myſelf, that if that had ben of my 


doing, it ſhould not have ben fo aſſured to 
him, My Lord thogh 1 be not ſo bad a bird 


as to defyle myne owne neſt ; yet I know my 


children, as well as the wiſeſt ſhall in tyme, 


and have not had a deſyre to underſtand 


' what is farther from me, to be ignorant of 


them that are ſo nere, And thogh my na- 


turall inclinacion have ben by love and reaſon 
to procure my children to love and feare me, 


yet T have not deferved thereby contempt, 


nor ſhewed myſelf ſimple, in being ignorant 
of my due and valew of my difart, My 
Lord I beſeche you think me not paſſionate, 
F abhor that humor; but beleve me, the 
unnaturall hard nature and inſfolency of this 
boy hath exceded his brothers, This hath 
eaten no bred fince his birth, but what my 


purſe hath payd for; neather hath he grote 
but what my money payed for ; neather can 
he live with 'more but by me; or yourſelf 


. thatifor wy fake of your own goodneſs will 


do more than we both can defarve, What 
"44 
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his owne infirmityes and inſufficiency by 
want of ſtature, learning, and otherwile be, 
I know; what of more love without the 
perſwafion of eny I have done, and endured 
for him in not yelding his brother's wardſhip _ 
| to my Lord Ruſſel, God and myſelf beſt 

know. Yf I be an honeſt woman, fins his 
father's death and his birth, ſeaven thowſand 
pounds have gone out of my purſe for things 
ment to him, beſide his own charge of edu- 

cation : neather coold my Lord of B— rage 
or my Lady Warwick's malice, or my Lord 
Ruſflell's want, make me careleſs to leave 
| him able to live after death. The leaſe of 
the parſonages now being two hundred 
marks by yere, I have made to him after my 
death. | SEED? 

« The leaſe in reverſion for 50 yeres, 
| being worth 400 marks by yere, 1 have 
made to him. 

«© Poden being 3ool. de claro yerly, [ 
| have made the inheritance unto him, which 
. coſt me thirty-five hundred pounds. 
« The Black-Fryers inheritance, after 
ny life, I have made unto him; the pur- 
 chaſs and building coſt me aboye a 10001, 
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© 'The 40l. from his brother owt of Lench- 
wick, coſt me five hundred pounds, _ 
« Other ſtuff and plate, bought new- 
| and ment to him after my death, as himſel? 
knew before his running away, which bath 
coſt me, and mu/# 14 hundrek pownds. 

_ « His brother” yet was an heyr, able to 
live without me, had the law of the land to. 
back him, though both moſt ungodly and 
monſtrous. I mean to ſend him to your 
| Lordſhip to hamper, thogh to avoid the opi- 
nyon of paſſion myſelf in choler, but. coldly 
| have not uttered a word whereby my ſee- - 
vants might diſcern my warr betwene myne 
owne fleſh and blood ; but in trewth, myne 
 owne misfortune doth ſting my very hart 
with the greateſt grief, thogh I ſmother it. 


Let himſelf be examined if eyer I were bitter _ 


_ to him, gave him ill ſpeche, underſtoode the 
leaſt of miſlike or want before his letter ſent 
after His departure. His brother ſweareth 

and avoweth that he knew nothing of his. 

folly, but ſubmitteth himſclf and his ſervice 
in the moſt dutiful manner. Thus beſeching 

God to bleſs both your hart, hand, and your 

| hls. 
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whole ſelF with great comfort and long. life. 
Farewell good Lord, and moſt beloved bro- 
ther. Written from Dunnington this 25th 
of Auguſt: —— 

Your Lordſhip! $ loving fiſter, 


_ EL1zABETH RUSSELL.” 
| PAGE 32. 


Lye, the conſort of EvwasD, the fourth 
Earl of Bedford, appears to have greatly pa- 
tronized the men of genius of that period: 
The firſt of Michael Drayton's * England's 
Heroic F piſtles” 1s dedicated to *the excellent 
Lady Lucie, Counteſle of Bedford ;”” the ſe- 
cond to Lady Harrington, her mother ;— 
the fifth is inſcribed to the Earl ;—and the 
63d ſonnet is again addreſſed to the Coun+ 
tels; and the 64th to Lady Harrington. 

Dr. Donne has alſo inſcribed ſeveral of his 
; poetical compoſitions to the ſame Lady ; and 
to Lady Harrington, her mother, 


ADDENDA. 


PAGE 54+ 


' The charge againſt Admiral Ruffell was 
that of having protected Captain Kipp, who 
was afterwards hanged on a charge of piracy. 


PAGE 182, 


”» 


Mr: now Lord TxuRrLow, ſucceeded Mr. 


Dunning as Solicitor General, in 1770, under 


the patronage of the Houſe of Bedford ; and 
In the courſe of ten months he ſucceeded Sir 
William de Grey, in the office of Attorney-_ 


General. The influence of the Duke was 
powerfully exerted in the ſudden elevation of 


Mr. Thurlow ; he was appointed Solicitor- 
General from a ſtate of ſome degree of pro- 


feflional obſcurity ; and before he had been 


matriculated within the walls of St. Stephen's 


Chapel ;—and he obtained another degree of 
preferment before he had any opportunity of 


diſplaying his talents in the lucrative trade of 
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parliamentary warfare. The following rough | 
and whimſical ſketch of his Lordſhip's cha- 
rafter was delineated in a periodical work, 
in 1766. 

« Mr. Thurlow's operative or aQtive prin= 
ciples are well known ; ſo well, that we take. 
the liberty to think that there is not a man. 
_ in England of any party, ſize of underſtand- 

Ing, or political complexion, whoſe buſineſs 

or- amuſements have led him to ſpeculations 
of this kind, that is not firmly perſuaded, 
' and fatisfaorily informed, of the Readineſs, 
uniformity, and inflexibility of the over- ruling 
principle which governs and diredts this great 
Officer's conduct ; ;—though earth, hell, and 
heaven were to club their influences, and 
_ unite in threatening him with worldly dif. 
grace, future puniſhment, and eternal re= 
probation, they muſt carry their threats into 
aQual execution before they could intimidate 
him from purſuing the great principle of his 
nature. There is, however, ſomething bold, 
explicit, deci z/rve, and open in his public con- 
duct, which many of his partizans, who 
make high pretenſions to public virtue and 
political perfeftion are total ſtrangers to, 
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Whether it were the ſhutting up the port of 
Boſton, or blowing it up, and razing it to its 
loweſt foundations ; whether it were to efta- 


bliſh the Turkiſh, the Gentoo, or the 
Romiſh religion in the province of Canada 


whether it were to bring criminals home to 
England to be tried for offences committed in 


E Spwnrica, or hang them by the more expedi- 


tious method of martial law accompanied, for 


the ſake of variety, by the &nout or bow- 


 frring ; whether it were to prevent the de- 
ſcendants of George the ſecond from marry- 
Ing before their cogirazive and generative fa-. 


culties were arrived at their full growth, or 
to paſs an edict for their caſtration ; whether 


it were to new model the charters of the Eaſt 


India Company, or arnnihbilate them by pro- 


| clamation ; or whether to paſs a law to ex- 
tirpate rebellion in America, or for ext:rpatimg 


the mhbabitants, we preſume, would make 
_ very little difference with this great lawyer 


and ſtateſman, provided he were fully per- 
| ſuaded that ſuch meaſures would redound to 


the honour of his Royal Maſter, the proſþe- 


fy of his Countr y, the /ecurity of the Con- 


Ritution, and the preſervation of the State. 


| *64  . ADDENDA, 
& Mr. Thurlow is by much the moſt uſe- 
Ful ſpeaker, and forcible and powerful ora- 
tor, on the part of Adminiſtration, - in the 
Houſe of Commons. He combats his ad- 
verfaries with almoſt every kind of argument, 
from the naked, unqualified, unſupported, 
flat aſſertion, or round contradiction, down 
to the ſarcaſtic joke, He is always plauſible, 
and 1s the beſt advocate in a weak cauſe we 
ever remember to have heard.— Without the 
graces of clocution, a choſen arrangement of 
words, a harmony of voice, or diverſity of 
cadenee, there is an expreſſion of counte- 
-nance denoting a conviction of truth, a man- | 
ner of preſling his arguments ſeemingly ariſ-. 
ing from the ſame ſource, accompanied by a 
certain energy of expreflion, which, united, 
render him moſt formidable and powerſul in 
the line: of parliamentary perſuaſion. Were 
his ſpeeches to be committed to paper, were 
time given to ſeparate the corn from the chaff 
and duff which he ſcatters around in order -to 
blind his auditors ; were they to be naturally 
| tried by the touchſtone of truth, ſought 
through the medium of reaſon and ſober in- 
_ veſtigation, they would often appear in all 
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their naked deformity ; ſophiſtry would be 
| too often found - ſubſtituted for argument, 
and mere confident aſſertion for indiſputable 


facts.” 


Though the FEES be a rough, it is by 
no means an unfaithful ſketch of the noble. 
Lord ; and though his public carriage might 


bear, without degradation, a conſiderable de- 


gree of ſoftening and relaxing, —yet in his 


private life he is faid to be remarkably ſocial 
and convivial ; and ſome years ago, at the 
dinner - parties' in Lincoln's - Inn Fields, 


which conſiſted of Lord Weymouth, Lord 


Gower, Lord Sandwich, and his Lordſhip, 


it has been more than conjectured that the 
ſame mirth, conviviality, and jollity, hath 


prevailed which attend theſe feſtive boards 
where the gueſts are compoſed of leſs ele- 


vated and conſequential charaQters. Though | 
the aſſumption of dignity muſt be preſerved 


In public, —ſtill in private the man will be 
himſelf — 3 _ 


Naturam expellas furcd licet, uſque recurret.. 


| And a certain great predeceſſor in office of 


Lord Thurlowe' s, we mean Lord Nor thing- 
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| (wear at his ſervants, and be indecent with 


not always conſidered as facred to chaſte and 
| decent ſpeech : the uncaſineſs of that rum- 
bling machine, when his Lordſhip's feet 


in the preſence of the mace and ſeals. One 
| occaſion was marked with language of a very 
| noticeable kind : — The Speaker, Onflaw, 
' who always attended with a ſcrupulous re- 
gard, both in public and private, to the dig- 
' Nity of his character, was complaining, on 


| Commons, on ſome day of important buſineſs, 


Speaker, did not his Lordſhip ſhew him the 


ton, on his refurn home from the Admini- 
ſtration of Juſtice, would not heſitate to 


his company.—Even the ſtate-coach was 


were tender from the gout, uſed to call forth 
very expreſlive aſſeverations from him, even 


his arrival later than uſual at the Houſe of 


of the length of time he had been ſtopped in 
Parliament-ſtreet, when he was informed 
that it had been owing to the obſtinacy of a 
carman, who had occaſioned the like delay 
to the Lord Chancellor ;—* Well, faid the 


mace, and ſtrike him dumb with terror ” 
« No, it was replied, his Lordſhip did not, 
but he ſwore by God, that if he had been in 
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his private coach, he would have got out, and 


beaten the raſcal to a jelly.” Some of the 


arch Barriſters have declared that they have 
often ſeen an oath upon his lips, in Court, 
| but ſomehow or other it was never known to 
eſcape them. 


Lord Gower, Marquis of Staffordſhire, 


was always conſidered as a man of excellent 


underſtanding, and poſſeſling the companion- 


able qualities in a high degree, He generally . 
preſerved a conſiderable intereſt at Court ; 


and being for ſome time the leader of the 


Bedford party, was, of .courſe, a nobleman 
of very great importance.—And, abſtracted 


from theſe circumſtances, he is faid to be a 
_ particular object of Royal favour. 

| Lord Gower's weight in the Senate and 
| importance in the State were always acknow- 
ledged ;—to conſiderable talents he united 
application; to great conneCtions no ſmall 


ſhare of perſonal ability, In the ſervice of 
Government aCtive, firm, and perſeyering ; | 
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aw: appodien ſedulous and determined. —His 
. conteſt with the electors of Weſtminſter, in 
1749, will be long remembered ; and is not 
a little noticeable for having been the means 
of firſt introducing the great Lord Mansfield 
| then Mr. Murray, into public notice, by an 
| oration made at the bar of the Houſe of Com - 
mons in defence of the rights of ele&tion, and 
expoſing the illegal interference of the Court 
party. It is certain that the electors were 

Iincenſed to an uncommon degree of reſent- 
ment by the interpoſition of miniſterial influ- 
ence; and they were encouraged i in their re- 
 fiſtance by the countenance and ſupport of 
_ Frederick Prince of Wales. The Marquis 
' has been thrice married, the laſt time to Lady 
| Suſannah Stewart, daughter to John Earl of 
| Galloway', a circumſtance that is ſaid to have | 
produced the following remarks from R—y 
itſelf. —** Petticoat-Government, ſaid he, has 
| been generally confidered as a diſgraceful 
fituation ; and yet to this female rule many a 
man owes all he poſſeſſes, for it is not unfre« 
- quent to ſee men of genius, worth, and abi- 
lity wholly inattentive to their own immedi- 
ate COnccrns ; nay, behold ruindaily and hour- 
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»* 


ly approaching them, without belog able to 
exert thoſe endeavours which are neceſlary for 


ſelf-preſervation. If a man of ſucha temper, 


and in ſuch a ſituation ſhould become united 
to a woman of prudence and ſenſe, who is 


not ſo immerſed in pleaſure as to neglect the 


means of enjoying it with real ſatisfaction, 


the inattention of the huſband may be reme- 


died by the care of the wife.—Ruin appears 


| | to me to be very difficult among ' people of 


- great fortune, if deſperate gaming 1s avoided, 


and there is prudence in one of the parties ; 


as this will not only be a general reſtraint 
upon negligence, but may help to repair the 
| bad conſequences of it. —The acres of Tren- 
' tham look green, I believe, beneath a female 
| adminiſtratin, If men will not govern them- 


ſelves, it is happy for them when they. have 


ſenfible wives to occupy the poſt which is 
deſerted by their own reaſon, If marriage 
anſwers, that 1s, if 1 it makes two people hap- 


pier than they were before, it does not ſignify 
what particular reaſons produced the unions, 
or if its firſt views ſhould | engrety be diſap- 


pointed. ' 
9 It has often been hinted, (aid the Roy- 
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al-Advocate for Matrimony) that this Nobles 


man's laſt marriage was entered -into to 
ſtrengthen his political intereſts; if it has pro- 


| duced a g00d mother to his children, a good ” 


ſteward to his eſtate, and by teaching him 


a wiſe economy has ſecured independence, it 


may very juſtly be ſaid to have been founded 


In the happieſt policy.” 


Lord SanDwicu was alſo one of thoſe 
who belonged to the Bedford party ; ; his ta- 


 lents had carly claimed attention, and pointed 
him out as one able to affiſt or diſtreſs a mi- 
niſter. In his early political days he united 


with the party of the Duke, and in 1744, 


when that Nobleman was nominated Firſt 
Lord of-the Admiralty, he was joined with 


him in the Commiſſion, and continued at 


that Board until he was appointed Miniſter 
 plenipotentiary to the States General, Nov. 
18, 1746. Atthe Congreſs of Aix-la- Cha- 
 'pelle he was named as one of the Negocia- 


tors, and concluded the general peace which 
was ratified there 1h 174%, He was allo one 
of the hoſtages given to the enemy for the 
performance of ſome of the articles ſtipulated 


' In that treaty. 


"Op 
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His Lordſhip's ſocial qualities and olive 
manners always made him a wiſhed-for gueſt 
in the convivial aſſemblies of higher life ; he 
| has been repreſented by thoſe who were ho- 
noured with his acquaince as hoſpitable, ge- 
nerous and beneficient ; a noble patron and a 
kind friend. | | 


PAGE 213. 


'The Duke of Bedford could not conſent 
that Gen. Conway thould have the manage- 
ment of the Houſe of Commons : his Grace, 
| though no violent advocate for American 


taxation, certainly meant to ſupport George 


_ Grenville's ſyſtem, to which the Marquis 
and his friend were inimical, being entirely 


devoted to conciliatory meaſures; and their 


| endeavours for that purpoſe were doubtleſs 


the reſult of the pureſt and moſt honourable. 


motives. His virtues and abilities were un- 


queſtionable ; his diſintereſtedneſs was COn« 


ſpicuous, and his courage beyond ſuſpicion. 
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During the Negociations of the peace with 


France, a miſtake in that article of the pre- 


lIiminaries,” which relates to the poſleflions of 
the two Eaſt India Companies, was fortu- 


_ ately obſerved by a Monſieur de Pinto, a 


man of . character and reputation in Holland, 


and communicated to the late Duke of Bed- 


ford. —This Anecdote is highly honourable 
to the Dyke's memory—he ſaw and acknow- 


edged the importance of Monſieur de Pinto's 


obſervation, and with a ſpirit infinitely more 
creditable to him than any diligence that 
might have prevented the miſtake, he inſiſt. 


ed peremptorily upon its being corrected in 
the definitive Treaty, — The French Miniſter | 
ſhrugged his ſhoulders, reſiſted, remonſtra- 


ted, complained, grimaced—and ſubmitted. 


 Monf, de Pinto's ſervices an this important 


occaſion were recommended by the Duke and 
rewarded by the Company, who gave him 
five hundred a year during his life. —De Pinto 
was the author of ſome ingenious papers on 


the ſubject of political Arithmetic. 
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" PAGE 22T, 


his preſent Grace, having completed his 


twenty firſt year, commemorated the ſame 
at Wooburn-Abbey ; where on the Sunday, 


upwards of four thouſand perſons dined on 


the grounds, and the houſe was kept open, 


with the greateſt hoſpitality, for eight ſuc- 
ceeding days. 
In the following ſeflion of Parliament, his 


Grace took his ſeat as a Peer of the Realm : 


and ſoon after gave proofs of his talents as a 
ſpeaker, and his ſentiments as a public cha- 
racer, in the courſe of ſome animated debates 
that took place on various occaſions. On the 
diſcuſſion of the India Declaratory Bill, he 
| Joined in a very warm proteſt againſt it, al- 
ledging that it containedevery principle which 
had been cenſured in a former bill. 

.On the reſolutions entered into by the 


Houſe of Lords, previous to the intended 
TR] 


On Saturday the 5th of Auguſt, 1986, 
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eſtabliſhment of a regency, the Duke alfo 
Joined in a proteſt with the Royal brothers, 
the Dukes of York and Clarence, and forty 
fix Peers, againſt the third of the ſaid reſolu- 
tions, which ated, © that for the main 
taining entire the Conſtitutional anthority 
of the King, it 15 neceſſary that the Lords 
Spiritual and T-mporal, and Commons of 
Great Britain ſhould determine on the means 

whereby the Royal afſent may be given in 
Parliament to ſuch a Bill as may be paſſed by 
the two Houſes of Parliament reſpcQing the 
exerciſe of the powers and authorities of the 
Crown, in the name and on the behalf of the 
King, during the continuance of his Majeſ- 
ty's indiſpolition.” 

It was ſtated in oppoſition to the reſolu- 
tion, that the unqueſtionable rights of the 
people were violently infringed by an un- 
neceſſary aſſumption on the part of the two 
Houſes, of powers beyond thoſe which the 
nation had aſſigned them, and that the powers 
of the Commiſſion were not confined to the 
appointment of a regency, but might be ex- 
tended to purpoſes that were not explained, 

Upon the reading of the Reſolutions from 
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the Houſe of Commons, for reſtricting the 
powers of bis Royal Highneſs in the exerciſe 
of the Regency, his Grace agained joined in 
a . proteſt againſt theſe reſolutions, becauſe 
he could not agree to a diviſion of the 
| Royal power,—to the creation of a fourth 
eſtate, unknown to the Conſtitution of the 
country. | | ET 
On the 4oth of May, 1794, his Grace 
made a motion in the Houſe of Lords, ** that 
it appeared expedient to that Houſe, that it 
ſhould recommend to his Majeſty ſuch mea- 
ſures as might lead to a MEN for 
peace: | 
« Or that if his Majeſty thought it ad- 
viſcable {till to preſccute the war, that he 
would be moſt gceouny pleaſed to ſtate 
what the objeCt of it was,” E 


| In a very correct and animated eek of 
conſiderable length, he enumerated the whole 
_ of the proceedings relative to the unhappy 
war ; and taking a view of Continental af- 
fairs, he thence concladed, that it neither 
tended to the honour of the Crown, nor the 
benefit of th - people, —-At home, he faid, 
"ES 
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the principles of the Conſtitution had been 
| broken, the laws violated, and every ſpecies 


of arbitrary and - unjuſt proſecution exerciſed 
ſince the beginning of the Seflion. The firſt 


| meaſure he noticed was, the aſſembling the 


Parliament without the uſual notifications 


| preſcribed by the Conſtitution, except in 


caſes of an expected invaſion, or actual re- 


 bellion in the kingdom,—caſes which he de- 
fied any noble Lord to prove, did exiſt; then 
the landing and keeping in this country bo-. 


dies of armed foreigners, contrary to the laws; 
thirdly, the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus 


Ac, which had been hurried through the 
Houſe in a manner forbidden by the ſtanding 
_ oxders of the Houſe ; this laid the liberty of 
_ every man at the mercy of ' the Miniſter it 
| had been the cauſe of forming ſocieties of 


ſpies and informers, who diſperſed themſelves 
into all the coffee houſes and other places 


| Where. the people reſort, and where, if they 


conceived that they heard ſentiments of diſloy- 


alty uttered in the moment of diſcontent—of 
a diſcontent occaſioned by the oppreſſion of 
pariſh officers—perhaps by the ſeizure of the 


very tools by the exerciſe of which a man 
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maintained a numerous family—A ſentiment 
uttered in ſuch a moment of diſcontent was 
ſufficient to make him be accuſed of Sedition 
| andſent to a gaol. His Grace concluded with 
the above motion. 1 

1t is unneceſlory to. lay, that motion was 
unſucceſsful. 

On the 17th of Tune followin g, Lov Gren- 
- ville, after expatiating on the eminent ſer- 
vices rendered. to this country by the Congue/t 
of Corjica, moved the thanks of the Houſe 
to Lord Hood; in which he was oppoſed by 
| the Duke of Bedford and Lord Lauderdale, | 
who thought that the vote was rather a mark 
of approbation to the Miniſter than of praiſc . 
to the noble naval. Lord. His Grace there- 
fore propoſed another motion, that the names 
' of the other Britiſh Admirals at Corſica, 
ſhould all be inſerted in the thanks, as they 
were all equally entitled to that honour. The 
motion was reje&ted, but followed up by a 
_ proteſt ſigned by five diſſenting Lords. 7 

On the 27th.of January, 1795, his Grace 
made a promiſed motion on a Negociation. 
with France :—it ſtated, <* that it is the 
Opinton of this Houſe, that no particular. 
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form of Government exiſting in France ought 
to preclude ſuch a negociation as would pro- 


cure 4 peace, conſiſtent with the honour, the 
the ſecurity, or the intereſts of this country.” 


He thought that this propoſition, when fairly 


conſidered, would not be oppoſed even by 
Miniſters themſelves; as in effe& it would go. 
no farther than to declare that we had no ob- 


- jeQtion to treat for peace with the French, if 


they were willing to do ſo. He faid that 


| Miniſters had, by every poſlible a& and de- 
lufion endeavoured to imprefs the people of 


this country with the moſt unfavourable ſen- 


timents of the French, repreſenting them as 
_ netonly the perpetrators of the moſt ſhocking 


crimes in their domeſtic ſyſtem, but aiming 


at univerſal conqueſt and dominion abroad. 


Miniſters had been lond in aflerting, that a 
permanent and ſecure peace could not be 
made with ſuch a Government as then exiſted 
in France ; but he conceived that the beſt 
way to render a peace permanent and ſecure 
with any form of Government, was to con- 


_ clude it on reaſonable and equitable terms; 
it would then become the reciprocal intereſt 
of both parties to adhere to it, He would: 
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via their Lordſhips to contemplate on 
_ our very critical and alarming fituation, and 
what were our powers and reſources to pro- 
ſecute the war with any hopes of ſucceſs.— 
In the commencement of the war he believed 
that the great body of the people, inflamed 
by the arts and deluſions of the Miniſters, 
had been led to approve of it; but the miſt 
was gradually clearing from their eyes; the 
events which had taken place, and the decla- | 
rations of Miniſters, induced them to view 
things in their true light, and to change their 
opinions. This circumſtance, more than all 
the reſt, would enervate the power of Mi- 
niſters to proſecute the war ; and it was for 
them to conſider how far they ought to per- 
ſevere in a conduct evidently injurious to the 
people. His propoſition he had couched in 
ſuch terms, as he thonght would obviate 
objection from all parts of the Houſe, and 
tend to the accompliſhments of that object 
which he hoped they all had in view. 

' Lord Grenville propoſed an amended mo- 
tion, which of courſe deprived the Duke of 
having bis carried, though ably upporved by 
the minority Lords. 
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On the 12th of F ebruary, 1796, his Grace - 
introduced a promiſed motion on a negocia- = 
_ tion with France. He obſerved, that upon a 
minute and deliberate examination of the dif-. 
ferent declarations of the Government of this 
country at home and the manifeſtoes of its 
officers abroad, it could not be clearly aſcer- 
tained what were the obje&s we had in view z 
though judging from appearances, it ſeeme(| 
| to be th@ intention to overthrow the preſent 
form of Government in France, and to in- 
 troduce the old deſpotiſm of that country. 
| Whether or not this might be the real deſign 
of Miniſters, he could not fay ; but ſuch was 
the belief entertained by the people of France. 

| But of the accompliſhment of this plan he 
entertained the moſt ſerious doubts. His 

_ Grace therefore conjured Miniſters, as they 
valued the deareſt intereſts of their country,— 
and if they were not inſenſible to the calls of 
humanity, or incapable of feeling remorſe at 
the myriads of their fellow creatures ſent to 
untimely graves in the courſe of this deſtruc- 
tive war, to take ſome ſteps at leaſt towards 
obtaining the deſired end of peace, by a de- 
claration of their willingneſs to treat with the 
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preſent Government of France; with which + 
he doubted not that a ſafe and honourable 
peace might be negociated. At all events, 
the adoption of what he was about to propoſe, 
if not attended with immediate benefit, could 
not poſſibly produce miſchief. He then 


moved. a reſolution, the purport of which © 


was, «© that the preſent actual Government 
of France ſhould be no bar to a negociation 
for peace, &c.” | 

_ Lord Hawkeſbury oppoſed the motion, as 
being contrary to the uniform declaration of 
their Lordſhip's, as well as the. ſentiments 
delivered from the Throne. —At the ſame 
| time, he declared that Great Britain had no 
averſion to treat with France, the mo- 
ment ſhe had obtained a ſettled and regular” 
Government, 

The motion was decided againſt S a m1- 
| jority of 63; anda proteſt was afterwards en- 
tered on. the Journals, ſigned Bedford, Laus 
derdale, B uckinghamſhire, Guildford, 
| On the commitment of the Prince of 

 _ Wales's eſtabliſhment bill, the Duke of Bed- 
ford obſerved, that he believed his ſen timents 
Oo 


> 


% 
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- would not be pleaſing to any party. When 
the bill came to be conſidered in the detail he 


ſhould have equally to cenſure the extrava- 
gance of his Royal Highneſs as the condud of | 
Miniſters towards him. He was not adverſe 


to the increaſe of his Royal Highneſs's income PU 
| to 125,000. per annum; the circumſtances 
of the times might require it ; but he thought 


that inſtead of burthening the public, part 
of the debts ſhould be diſcharged by a certain 
quarter cloſely conneted with the Prince, 
Againſt the Eill for preventing Sedi- 
tious meetings the Duke took a very ative 
part, and on the third reading of the Bill for 


. the ſafety of the King s perſon, his Grace 


_ declared, that even in this laſt ſtage of the 
Bill he could not refrain from making a few 
obſervations, He was glad that there had 
| been a conſtitutional refiſtance to theſe bills ; ; 


_ and to this reſiſtance on the part of the peo- 


ple, were to be attributed the modifications 


in this bill. For a conſtitutional reſiſtance 


to the arbitary aQs of a'profligate adminiſtra- 
tion, an anceſtor of his had bled upon ' the 
ſcaffold : and the principles which he vindi- 


cated were ratified, not produced by the Re- 


, 
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volution of 1688, In the practice of theſe 

' principles his Grace declared it to be his de- 

- termination to live and die, if his death would 
be the means of ſecuring and preſerving them 
to poſterity.—If the doarine of theſe bills 

were carried into execution, it was full time 
for every man of property to transfer it to a 

 landof freedom, for in | Britain freedom would 
| be no more. : 
A little before this time the Earl of Lau- 

| derdale had given notice of his intentions to 
move for an enquiry into a penſion granted 
to Mr. Burke, and made payable out of the 

, four and a half per cent. Duties, which his 
Lordſhip had contended were on this occaſion 
miſappropriated. 'The Duke of Bedford had 
joined in opinion with. his Lordſhip, and 
by that ſtep excited the reſentment of Mr. 

Burke who immediately addreſſed a very an- 
gry letter to his Grace ; the chief obje& of 

which appears to be an inquilition relative to 
the Duke of Bedford's eſtates and titles. A 
hiſtory of the peerage, which ſhould contain, 
a fair and honeſt account of the manner in 
which high titles and great eſtates have bzcn 
obtained, would be very far from a panegy- 


I 
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ric on Nobility. Mr. Burke, with his won« 


ted induſtry, travelled through many a duſty 
volume, upwards, to the Reign of Henry 


VII. in order to diſcover ſomething ditho- 


 _nourable among the anceſtors of the Duke of 


Bedford ; ; and it is certainly very reputable | 


the Duke, that Mr. Burke ſhould have 


thought it very necefiary to have recourſe to 


' this enquiry before he could meet with a 
proper ground for attacking him. But even 


here Mr Burke has perhaps proved too much , 
for if the favours of Monarchs be never be- 
ſtowed but upon the moſt unworthy of their 
ſubjects, we ſhall know how to appreciate 
the characters of ſome men highly diſtin- 


guiſhed in the preſent day. 
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